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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Reference: (a) License No. DPR-36 (Docket No. 50-309)

Subject: Maine Yankee Licensee Event Report 90-011-00 - Appendix "R" Diesel
Generator Outside Design Basis

Gentlemen:

Picase find enclosed Maine Yankee Licensee Event Report 90-011-00. This report
is submitted in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii).

Please contact us should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Very truly yours,

{fdbb4
S. E. Nichols, Manager
Nuclear Engineering & Licensing

SEN/sjj

Enclosure

c: Mr. Thomas 1. Martin
Mr. E. H. Trottier
Mr. Charles S. Marschall
Mr. Patrick J. Dostie
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While performing the morthly surveillance of the 10 C8R 50 Appendix R diesel generator, the,

diesel was determined to be out of fuel oil. The fuel oil tank was locally checked and was low
on fuel even though the local float style level indicator showed the tank 7/8 full. Ihts report
is made in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(it) as the diesel was essentially oc of fuel oil
for at least the preceding month, tendering it inoperable, and compensatory measvies were not in
place, Co'tipensatory roving fire matches were imediately estatslished in the areas specified in
the Maine Yankee Appendix R manual.

Reserve fuel oil mas continuously available from the station's [mergency Diesel Generator fuel
oil bunkers and the day tank was subsequently ref tlled from this source, Py March 31, 1991.
Maine Yankee plans to revise surveillance procedures to reautre cuarterly soundings of the fuel
oil tank. Additionally, high and low tank level alarmt, will tie tr> stalled by December 31, 1991.
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On December 10, 1990 while performing a monthly surveillante, the 10 CFR 8,.0 Appendix R dietel
generator was determined to be out of fuel til, When the diesel was started, its speed was
observed to hunt and then f ace, at which tine It was man ally secured by the optrator. Du'i ig
a sutsequent retest the uitsel started but ran for only a short period of tine, du ing which ther
fuel oil pressure was observed to be zero.

The fuel oil tank was locally checked and was found essentially empty even though its local tant
level indicator showed 7/8 of a tank available. This report is being made Mr
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii) as the diesel was essentially out of f uel oil for at least the preceding
month, rendertr>g it trocrable, and ctsnpensatory nessures were not in place. Compensatory
measures were imediately established for the areas specified in the Maine Yankte Appendis k
manual.

Reserve fuel oil was continuously atallable frorr. tPe station's litergency Diesel Cienerator (IDG)
fuel cil bunkers and the day tank was subsequently ref tlled f rcan this source. The 550 gallon
day tank and level inditstor were manbf actured by the Tramont Corporation. The mechanical float
type indicator was determined to be sticking at the 7/B full position. Plant procedures require
the d' y tank be maintained at least $/6 full to provide a minimum of fifteen hou s of full Icadr

operation in the event of a station blackout condition, A review of the previous surveillance
procedures showed that the day tank level had been recorded as 7/B since April ef 1909,

Maine Yankee plans to provide riay tank level alarms for high and low fuel oil levels by
December 31, 1991. Additionally, the Appendit R diesel surveillance procedute will be revistd
by March 31, 1991 to require tank soundings on a cuarterly basis to vertfy proper perfortrance
of the float style level indicator,
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