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Sentor Vice President, Nuclear Power
Tennessee Valley Authority

€N 38A Lookout Place

1101 Merket Street

Chettanooge, Tennessee 374022801

Desr Mr, ringsley:

SUBJECT: THIMBLE TUBE THINNING IN WESTINGHOUSE REACTOR (BULLETIN 8809,
MPA X8-09) (TAC 72681) - SEQUOYAH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT 1

gy letter dated July 26, 1988, the staff {ssued NRC Bulletin 8809, "Thimble
Tube Thirning in Westinghouse Reactors.” In the Bulletin, the sta?f requested
each licensee for Westinghouse-designed nuclear power reactors that utilize
botton mounted instrumertetio. to establish an inspectior program to monitor
thimble tube performance. Sequoyah is such & reactor,

In its Tetter dated May 3, 1990, the Tennessee valley Authority (TVA) submitted
115 thimble tube fnepection program for Unit 1 and the results of its first
inspection on Unft 1, This inspection was conducted during the Unit 1 Cycle &
refueling outage which ended in June 1990, The Urit 2 thimble tubes were first
frspected in the Unit 2 Cycle 3 refueling outage 1n 1989 and TVA submitted this
inspection program for Unit £ and the results of the first inspection on Unit 2
fn 1ts letter cated February 28, 1990,

TVA stated thet the wear acceptance criteria for the Unit 1 thinble tubes are
és follows: (1) wear equal to or greater than €0-percent through-wall loss
requires thimble tube plugging, (2) wear equal to or greater than 30 percent
end less than 60 percent through-wall l0ss requires repositioning the thimble
tube by a minimum of two inches, and (3) less than 30 percent through-wall

10ss requires no corrective actfon for the next fue! cycle. The inspection
frecuency has been established for Unit 1 by TVA as each refueling outage un*il
8 data base 1s established and the inspections wil) be accomplished by ecdy
current testing, 1In the letter dated February 28, 1990, TVA stated for Unit o
that worn thimble tubes that meet Criterion 2 above would be repositioned e
minimum of one and one<half inches instead of the minfmum of two inches given
above for Unit 1, In discussions by phone with the TVA Sequoyah licensing
staff on December 12, 1990 and January 2, 1991, TVA explained that the first
repusitioning of thimble tubes at either unit after eddy current tosting would
be the one and cne-half inches and any later repositioning at efther unit would
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Mr. Olfver D, Xingsley, Jr. T

full-length eddy-current testing are acceptable. Records generated during the
development of the thimble tube inspection program and of the results of the
inspections #t Uni: 1 shal® be documented and maintained in accordance with plant
procedures, These records may be the subject of a future inspection. This closes
out the staff's review on Bulletin 88-09 gor Unit 1, The staff's evaluation of the
bulletin for Unit 2 was issued in the letter dated June 15, 1989,

Sincerely,

Origina) signed by
Frederick J, Hebdon, Director
Project D1rectorate 11«4
Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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