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MEMORANDUM FOR: John A. Grobe, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety Branch
Division of Radiation Safety

and Safeguards, Region III

FROM: George H. Bidinger, Section Leader
Uranium fuel Se-t1on
Fuel Cycle Safety Branch
Division c' Industrial and

Medical Nuclear Safety, NMSS

SUBJECT: TRANSPORT OF CONTAMINATED INDIVIDUAL BY
JOACHIM-PLATTIN AM8ULANCE, FESTUS, MISSOURI

On December 26, 1990, Mr. David McFarland of Joachim-Plattin Ambulance District,
Festus, Missouri, called the Of fice of the Executive Director for Operations
_(E00), expressing concern about transporting a Combustion Engineering-Hematite
(CE-H) worker who may have been contaminated with radioactive material. -A
detailed telephone conversation recorded by George Pangburn, EDO, is enclosed,

On December 28, 1990, I called Mr. McFarland to discuss his concerns. He seemed
to accept my explanation of the hazards associated with low-enriched uranium and
how his people could remove contamination by washing their skin and clothing.
I informed Mr. McFarland that we expected CE-H to provide this information to
him and his people and we would encourage CE to do so. I also stated that our
inspectors could meet with him, if he was available, during a routine inspection.

.He quickly accepted this offer. I also told him that we will urge CE-H to
provide radiation safety training for his ambulance service personnel.

Accordingly, you'are requested to discuss this training issue with-CE-H, perhaps .

at your January 8, 1991, meeting with them and to review the issue with
Mr. McFarland during a future inspection. Your cooperation is appreciated.
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L George H. Bidinger, Section Leader
Uranium Fuel Section
Fuel Cycle-Safety Branch
Division of Industrial and

Medical Nuclear Safety, NMSS

| Enclosure: Telephone conversation record 12/26/90

-- cc: R. Caniano, RIII
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Caller: Da sid M: 5ar;an

Ad m i n t s t r e tc '*
Joachim Plattin ambulance vistrict
61G Collins L' rive

Festub. MC d!O29
314/9?"-2224

Mr. McFarland calle: -with c:ncerns arisino t r c ir, last ness s
in ciden t a t CE-Hema ti te . His ambul ance ser ,1ce , esocnced tc a :s.1

from the facility tc transcort an iniures wor er tc a ic :e .

nosp2tal. Su ur,eauen t to the response. nin dri .ers e cresse: ces +
conc..*n atou t hand ling and transpor tino inc1,1dv e i s enc 4 e in ivet;
anc who are or mas be ccntaminated with radioacti.e mater $61. In
this case the injured worker was accompanied C. a 11cer ses person

-who had a Geiger counter (or similar instrument) in her ocssessir
which rightly or wronaly led to the workers concern.

Mr. McFarland has since reevaluated their oclic; and sal: tc me

that the,- will provide service to the CE tacilit;. tut it in;vre
worbers are believed to De contaminated. they will not c i c '. them
up. Wnat he s loo 6inq tor is some assurance that his teocle will
be adequately protected in providing serv ice to this te:111t I.

told him my initial sense of the r e d l o a c t l ,'e herard Ccse t, the
type et material produced by CE was tnet it was tairly t o ... . out
that I would have a more technically 6nowledoestle person cont +ct

him.


