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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE ! ;:4
Prren F. Comaian Jorm C. GALLAGHER
PEPTTRR COLNTY CRECATAE ; Cwer caTUTY

Novesber 8, 1982

The Honorable Sunzioc J. Palladino
The Honorable Victor Gilinsky
The Honorable James K. Asselstine
The HBonorable Jochn F. Ahearne

- The HBonorakbtle Thomas Rcberts

U.S. Wuclear Regulatory Commission

' . Washimgton, D.C. 20555 . - Ve
. Dear Messrs. Chairman and Commissicners: ;

On behalf of the citizens of Suffolk County, I am writing
to inform you that the hearing on the safety of the Shcrehaa
nuclear power plant is being marred by the procedural
irrecularity of your Licensing Board. I ask that you promptly
intercede tc exercise the Commission's superviscry authority
over the conduct of the hearing.

Last week, the Licensino Board tentatively decided to
discard normal hearing procedures on certain critical issues of
emergency prepar=dness and quality assurance. The Board stated
its imtention not to preside cver the cross-examination of
expert witnesses and, thus, in effect not to exercise its
isportant role of helping to shape the develcpment of probative
evidence in the adversarial framework established by law.

Instead, the Board directed the parties to schedule
questioning among themselves by the invention of so-called
*evidentiary depcsitions,” cutside the public hearing room and
in the absence of the Board Members. The Board indicated that
it wouwld later rule on the admissibility of porticns of the
parties' question-and-answer transcripts at a brief public
session and ask the witnesses amy questions the Board might
then have,
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btl the h-.rd ani the paxtles to the proceeding.
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" T™he Board's prroposal displays either ignorance of or b
‘ jndifference to the meanisg and irpoxunc- cof a public henthq. |
'The proposal is a gross departure from the ncrm and is =
ataccestable ta Suffeclk Csunty. Accerdinalv, I am instructing.
the County's counsel and axpert consiltants not to participate
in the Board's pxoposed procedures,

: By jomlnu the umc s Shoreham beaxiaq, Suffolk County ?
assumed and accepted the applicability of eatablished rules and
n.t:-nrv proecedures. - We mow insist that your Licensing Board '
acply hose rules and procodaxs. In Saffolk Ccuaty, a "publle
beox bng” messs jut that, sothinc rore sad nothing Iees. | A |

.
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facts.  The pc:soml {avolvement of attentive ad judicators is
fadispensable. Your Licensing Board's invention of :o-—called:
“evilentiary depositions” as a substitute for the pormal | ‘
hearing procedures' not only does vioclence to 'the settled Lobod
ad jeiicatory framework of the NRC, but it cheapens the roles of
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e tbh ntim cf this County who are affected by |
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‘Shoretmm’'s safety, “he [ssees being Beard by the Licensing B

Board are serious matters. e hold the Board accountable to | | !
perform its jodicial functions with care, temperament, and S
maturity befitting %he high public responsibility vi.t.h which it
has been ertrustel, The Bcard's progosal ta discard normal
hearing prccedures Im this case (s an {isul% -—— a sujgesticn
that the WFC dces not ccasidsr the public's safety concerns at
Shar=ham teo ke isocrtanmt encngh to justify follcocwing the .
aordimery course,

I 2=k that y»u prorptly act %o terrinate this potenthuy
divisi7e controversv by instructing the Licensinc Beoard to use

- nocrmal public boarinq ptcc-d.xtes in the Shoratam proceeding.

Suffalk Cocnty is a0t willing “c permit the Storeham safety
hesriac to become a labecratory for experiments in regulatory
procedure.

Si rely yours,

SUFFCLK COUNTY EXECUTIVE

cc: Lawrerce Brenner, E=q.
Dr,., Peter A, Morris
Or. James L. Carpenter
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