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The' E' norable Nunzio J. Palladino. . -o
The acnorable Victor Gilinsky i .'*' ''

,

iThe Honorable ~ James K. Asselstine -
'

'

: a - , ,

The Bonorable John P'. Ahearne

'[TheHonorableThomasRoberts ; ; ,
.,

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
,

,
;. ,_-, , ,

j . | ' :.[. Washingy, ;D.C. 20555 i f j
. ,

! ;' .
,

-

,

;"- ,.< 3 '',

id j Dear , Messrs.' Chairman and crummissionerst
'

;
~ , , .

.

..s .

2
,

I on~ behalf of the ditizens of Suffolk County, I.am writing: i4 '

,i .. .

> ! 'i

.!
- to inform you thatL the : hearing on the safety of the Shoreham' a

nuclear power plant is being marred by the procedural,
Irreaularity of your Licensing Board. I ask that you promptly

. .
'

''
.

.

intercede to exercise the Commission's supervisory authority *

3; over. the conduct of the hearing.
. -

j- -
.

: 9 , .a , . ,, ,

. . h
'

.-h , I Last' week, the Licensino Board tentatively decided to

W discard normal hearing procedures on certain critical- issues of '. ^ t d

. ] emergency. preparedness and quality assurance. The Board stated ~ ' ;-

,

|q its intention not to preside 'over the cross-examination of. |
* * *

F'.,. cxpert witnesses and, thus, in effect not to exercise; its 4 M;
| ! important role of helping to shape the development of probative .

!evidence in ~ the adversarial_ framework established by. law. '!' ''
.

&a
c

.

' , . t 1

|
' Instead, the Board directed the carties to schedule - ' '

(1 i[
L .', questioning among themselves by the invention of so-called" evidentiary depositions," outside the public hearing room and:

.

I .
,

j .Y in the absence of the Board Members. The Board indicated'that .i..

.|
it would later rule on the admissibility of portions of the .

parties' ' question-and-answer transcripts at a brief public:
session and ask the witnesses any questions the Board might

I then have.
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2 *:5e BoaEdis proposal' displays; eith'er ignorance .of or ' '

| l l iadifferencej to the meaning .and irportance of a public hearing.!' . .[ [ !
''! 'The W csa13 1s a gross departure frca the ncrm'and'is. I i 'F 1'

'? F 'I usacceptablei to Saffolk Countp. : Accordinaly, . I tam Instructing ; I 1 .i
.! t the. County's counsel and expert consultants .not ito participate '. 1 I j1 '-

' '

' !,)* '

'in the Board's proposed procedures.
' *

,

~

.ki L i . I: ) i. .I s.. t : i ;; o. |
| By . jMnha, the NRC',s. Shoreham bearing, .Suffolk County , j i. 1 i

I' * ''
ii,i ..

[l ;. 5
'

:

icuetsmesrp preceduyed :he applicability af establisbed rules and' . 2.'
I

.

j .M.[ | I
assomed and aceepted t.'p <.

Qf 3i 1. We pov insirt thhe:your Licensing .Boarsj!b:
;8. ? , j ' impp1 ' "hdme rblbs ; add 'princedores.' En'. Saffolk 'Ccontyi, a " ablie . s t i

4 y hbas ~ 'au ass jus % }thath mothig, scre ind riothing).lessi.
~

.

i

i.- p : bear $an is a $ortus of. right ==? prim 1ege in, which ,to develop ;,4 factsj The . personal' ihvolvement, of . attentive ad Judicators ,.is D, g .
p y : p { <e

i ;}i(~

,

p h l hea:riiusiprocedbres'. not 'onlyi does fiolence to ithe ' settled s j ', '
1 ijedicentiiry depositiodsi as a substitute fee the;cf so-e mited h

'

e i , j,5.bi

'

: t! indispensablel . -Yourl Licensing. Board's invention 'f i l
)1iUI

;

normal jf
~ .!i !1'l

;, ;. 1.

1 y $ adfwllcatory f~ramework of~ the NRC, but' it cheapens the .roIes oE'':I ' ,j; (N ' 01,] _i re ; both the.,arwrd' and the, parties. to the. proceeding. }. }! ; f 't 4 .U

bf sidsNsok.th ty utto are affe tdd by. . [, -

L j Z {4,' } Claretmast's safety, the issues being Beard by the 11 censing'' ';,:h h i '.k g
.

t

We hold the Ibard : accountable to i u j' :'If , { ? [[i *h ;'i i soard are %erious mattets.'l' perform its judicial.functic's with care, tem;Eerament,
,

and '''
' '. . - [!'

- n
.

. I maturity befitting the high public responsibility with'which it: ! 'I' ' 1:i'

has been entrusted. ' "*he Board's proposal to discard normal .. ..I-'
*

i hearing precedure s in this case is an ' issult - a suggestica 'i:.,f, j..u '. $(.!
- ^

} that the NFC does'not censider the public's ' safety iconcerns at": !-{
'

I i

; :; shoretuun to be imoortant e agh. to justify following the i , . j | ,,. },

t - ordinary course. -t ! i i t. t i . ! ; . !,
'

. ,

; i i i ! ! ?1 '-l 's '

,

i i I ask that you prorptly act to terminate this potentia 11y' | i; ;
,

i { divisite centroversy by instructing the Licensine Board to use!. } ! |- ) i'

! ! normal pchli~c hearing ' procedures in the Shorehaus proceeding.; i
.

Suf folk Cocnty is not willing to permit the Shoreham safety '
'

hearing to becese a laboratory for experiments in regulatory ,

procedure.

Si rely yours,,. .

. -
, ,

f. ,

#.,' y
' ' 2,

- -..
,

,

i ! i
'

ER F..COHALAN : -'
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SUTFOLK COUNTT EXE''UTIVE |
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$.! i { { i,
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. cc: Lawrecce Brenner, Esq. .
~

l

I1 Dr.; Pete r A. Morris 8
'

,
,

' D r .; Ja me s L. Ca rpen ter i -
.
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