OEC 31 1990
In Reply Refer To:

License: 35-23304-01

Docket: 030-20880/9n-0]

Hole Truth, Inc.

ATTN: L. D. Robertson

P.0. Box 96756

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73143

Gentlemen:

This is in response to your letter dated September 17, 1990, and that of your
consultant, Support Consultants and Associates, Inc., dated September 18, 1990.

These letters were submitted in response to our letter and Notice of
Violation (NOV) dated August 21, 1990. Our letter also responded to your
earlier request for relief from our order catea October 24, 1988, which
recuired that an independent party perform quarterly audits of your radiation
safety program for 2 years. We stated in the letter that we had decided to
defer our decision on your request until we have reviewed the results of
another audit.

In your letter you admitted and fully responded to the viclation cited in our
letter and NOV regarding the receipt and nossession of a radioisotope not
authorized by specific license. However, the letter from you and your
consultant requested that the requirement for this remaining audit be
eliminzted based on your belief that the violation was unrelated to the need
for the audit, your contention that it was not indicative of a health physics
problem with your safety program, and because the requirement would be a
financial burden for your firm.

A later telephc...¢c discussion with Mr. Robeitson by Mr. C. L. Cain of my staff
on December 13, 1990, disclosed that you have reconsidered your response and
now believe that an independent audit during January 1991 is in your best
interest. We agree that this audit is necessary to demonstrate that your
program is free of further problems as you assert.

The audit should be conducted in accordance with the conditions of the order,
and a report of the audit results should be forwarded to this uffice.

Wrginal Signed 8y

A.A‘Biq'l aBEeQS':H Director

Division of Radiation Safety
and Safeguards

cc:

Oklahoma Radiation Control Program Director
bec: (see next page)
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September 17, 1990
License: 35-23304-01
Docket: 030-20880/90-01

U.5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region IV
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011

Attn: llr. A, Bill Beach, Director
Div. of Radiation Safety & Safeguards

Gentlemen:

We are in receipt of the Notice of Violation which resulting from a
inspection on July 26, 1990, and respond as follows:

(1) 1 do not deny that we received, owned, possessed, and used 60 milli-
curies of antimony~124, however, I honestly believed that it was named on
the license, as I had intended to add it by amendment many months ago.

(2) Hole Truth does have need for this isotope on its license, so I have
submitted to the NRC a request that it be added by amendment. (3) With the
addition of antimony-124 to the license all of the isotopes used in our
tracer operations will be named on the license, so this violation should
not reoccur. I am the only operator, and I have reviewed the license and
the changes in the isotopes which are pending, awaiting amendment, and I am
keenly aware of the authorized materials. I will send the new amendment to
our supplier upon receipt. (&) Since this was a one Lime occurrence, just
to cease and desist from any use of an unauthorized isoi~pe brings us into
compliance. 1 believe the above steps have brought Hole 1-uth, Inc. into
full compliance in regard to this matter.

I do not agree that this violation should have any bearing on the audits,
because it clearly is not a health physics problem. My consultant, Keith
Moon, who has made the audits may not have noticed the antimony-124, or
if he did, since the two of us had discussed adding it to the license many
months ago, he probably assumed it was on the license., The reason for the
request to discontinue the audits is to alleviate the financial burden
of paying my consultant. He has tried to schedule the audits along with

| work for other clients in the area to reduce the cost somewhat, but as I

| have told you before, I have been fighting to keep this enterprise alive
in these economically depressed timee. I have worked hard to bring this
program into full compliance, and I am asking again that the audit require-
ments be eliminated due to rinancial hardship and that the antimony

| situation be looked at exactly as it ig, an error that won't be repeated.

—

L. D, Robertson
m President & 530
i ¢: Keith Moon
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