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EVENT DESCRIPT!ON AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
(G177 | While in refueling shutdown, a small amount of Xe-133 activity was discovered in the |

GTo | Secondary Component Cooling System during weekly surveillance sampling. The previous |

T | weekly sample showed no activity. Further investigation indicated that the contamin- |

T3] | ation probably came fram the reactor coolant system via a transient leak in the E-3B |

Te] | RHR heat exchanger associated with the thermal transient which occurs when RHR is |

| placed in operation. The activity level was well below the detectability threshold |

R lof the system monitor. There was no effect on the ability of the E-3B RHR heat ]
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

[(15] L Only gaseous activity was detected in the SCC system. None of the other reactor  J
CIL coolant activity constituents were evident by gamma spectroscopic analysis, .|

1 indicating that any leak path that may exist across the E-3B RHR heat exchanger is |

| so minute that it only passes gas2ous activity. Additional sampling while the E-3B |

- | heat exchanger has been operating in refueling shutdown cooling mode has revealed no |
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Maine Yankee Reportable Occurrence 82-032/03L~0

EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES CONTINUED

exchanger to perform its intended safety function. The SCC
system is closed and normally provides no direct release path.

The Primary Camponent Cooled E-3A RHR heat exchanger was not
affected. Continued sampling of SCC while on RHR during refueling
shows no further evidence of leakage. There was no impact on the
health and safety of the public.

CAUS.. DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS CONTINUED

further evidence of a leak.

The procedure for surveillance sampling of SCC and PCC shall be revised
to require a sample within 24 hours of placing the heat exchangers
within the RHR mode.



