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THE FOLLCWING IS FCR YOUR INFURMATION,

MIDLAND, MICW, OCTORER 29 ==« CONSUMERS POER COMPANY WAS REPCRTEC
TO TWE U,8¢ NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION THAY ITS GUALITY ASSLRe
ANCE DEPARTMENT ENGINEERS wAVE ICENTIFSTED FOULR IMPROPERLY INSTALLEL
ELECTRIC CABLES AT THE MIDLAND NUCLEAR PLANT,
NnoD

%E THE CABLES WERE FOUND DURING AN ADDITIONAL INSPECTION INIYIATED EY
Y CONSUMERS PCOWER COMPANY T0O VESIFY THAY ALL INSTALLED SAFETYeRELATEC
O CABLES CCNFORMED YO DESIGN REGUIREMENTS, TO CATE, CVER 42% CASBLES
HAVE BEEN INSPECTED,

© THIS INSPECTION IS ONLY ONE OF NUMERCUS INSFECTICNS AND TESTS ANOw

O NDERWAY OR PLANNEC, TWE ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE IS Y0 CERYIFY AND
85 DOCUMENT THWAT THE PLANT mAS BEEN PROPERLY CONSTRULCTEC ANC 18 REACY
o g%g FCR CPERATICON, ACCORDING TC JAMES w COCK, CONSUMERS PCWER'S VICE
0 PRESIDENT FOR PROJECTS, ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTICON, :
a NOV MY
% THE CARLES, wHICH wAVE BEEN REPLACED, wERE INSTALLED IN JULY AND
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AUGUSY 1681, BUT wAD NOT YEY BEEN ENERGIZED, TWE FOLR CABLES,
CONTAINING ABOUY 600 FEET OF wIRING, ARE PARY OF TWE PLANT'S 10~
MILLIONFCUQOY ELECTRICAL SYSTEM,

v

THE SPECIFIC ERROR DISCOVERED IN THE FOUR CABLES wWAS THE SUBSTITU-
TICN OF A SMALLER wIRE SIZ2E, NUMBER {4deGAUGE CCNDUCTCR, RATHER TrAA
THE NUMEER 10eGAUGE SPECIFIED, THE 10eGAUGE WIRE CAN TRANSMIT
HIGHER ELECTRICAL CURRENT THAN THWE SMALLER WIRE SIZ2E, ALL OTHWER
CABLE CHARISTERISTICS) INSLLATION VOLTAGE RATING AND THERMAL GUAL=
IFICATIONS, NUMBER OF CONDUCTORS, SHIELDING, WERE APPROPRIATE,

THE CARLES LEAD TO TW(Q MOTCRe-QOPERATED VALVES IN THWE PLANT'S DECAY
HMEAT REMCVAL SYSTEM, PARY OF A BACKUP SAFETY SYSTEM LSED TC COCL
THE NUCLEAR REACTOR, THE 14eGAUGE WIRE wOULD PROBABLY WAVE COMNE
THE JOB SWOLLD IT WAVE EVER SEEN NEEDEC; SAID COCx, BUT IT wCULD
NOT =AVE PRCYIDED THWE SAFETY MARGIN THAT IS CESIGNED INTC THE
CIRCUIT,

ME ADDED THAT WHETHER CR NCT THE wIRE wQULD AVE PERFORMED THE
DESIGN FUNCTION WOULD WAVE BEEN FULLY DEMONSTRATED DULRING TRE
PLANT SYSTEM'S TESTING PROGRAM SCHEDULED YO BEGIN SHORTLY ANC BE
COMPLETEC PRIOR TO PLANT QPERATION,

THE DISCREPANCY OCCURRED wrHEN THE CABLES WERE IMPRCOPERLY MARKED
AFTER THEY wERE CUT FROM LARGER REELS IN A SEPARATE BUILCING AND
SENT INTC THE PLANTY TQ BE INSTALLEC, THE INSPECTICON CHWECK wkICH
OCCURRFED AFTYER THE OURIGINAL TAGGING CIC NOY IDENTYIFY TWE DIFFER-
ENCE BETWEEN TwE CARLE JACKET MARKINGS AND THE TAGGING INFCRMATICN,

THE CABLES IN GUESTION ARE AMONG MORE THAN 9,000 SAFETYeRELATED
CARLES TrRAT WwILL BE EXAMINED AS PARY OF TWIS INVESTIGATICN CF ALL
SAFETYeRELATED CABLES INSTALLED AT TWE MIDLAND PLANT, TrE IAVESe
TIGATICN, wHICHW WILL TAKE APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTWS TC COMPLETE, IS
BEING DONE TO VERIFY TWAT EACH CABLE IS IN FACTY THE CABLE CALLED
FOR IN TrE CESIGN AND SHWOWN IN THE PLANTY RECORDS, THE CCMPANY
PLANS T0O PERICODICALLY ISSUE PROGRESS REPORTS OF THE INSPECTICN
PROGRAM,

|

THE INVESTIGATION wAS ORGANIZED FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS CF IMPROPER
CABLE SUBRSTITUTIONS IN SOME PARTS OF THE PLANT BY AN ANONYNMOLS
FCRMER wCKKER, THESE CHARGES wERE INITIALLY MADE LASTY JUNE, BUT
NO SPECIFIC DETAILS wAVE EVER BEEN PROVIDED TC CCNSUMERS PCWER,
WOWEVER, FECENT MECIA COVERAGE PROVICEC ENOUGHW DETAIL SO THAT AN
INSPECTICN 2LAN COULD BE GENERATED, COCK STATED,

COOk SAIC UTILITY COFFICIALS ~AVE TRIED REPEATEDLY CVER THE PASY
FOUR MONTHS TO UBTYAIN SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON WHICKW TO BASE AN
INVESTIGATION, "TWE COMPANY 1S COMMITYTED TO DETERMINE wHETHER

ANY ALLEGATIONS REGARDING THE PLANTY ARE VALIC ANC TC CORRECT ANY
PROBLEMS ICENTIFIEC, THE FIRST RESULTS OF OLR REINSPECTION PRCGRAWN
CARE INCCNCLUSIVE REGARDING THE ALLEGATION AS WwE UNDERSTAND IT HBLT,
AS NQTED, TWE PROGRAM WAS IDENTIFIED AT LEAST ONE CABLE PACKAGE
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wHICwW CCNTAINED ERRONECUS CABLES,"

CONSUMERS POWER ®WAS TRIED TO OBTAIN INFCRMATION FRCOM THE SELFe
STYLED wrISTLE=BLOWER CRGANIZATION, THE GOVERNMENTAL ACCCUNTABILITY
PROJECT, whICH INITIALLY PUBLICIZEC THE CHARGES LASY JUNE, FROM ThE
INITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION WHWICK wAS GIVEN AFFle
CAVITS ALY HAS NOY YET CONDUCTED ITS OnN INVESTIGATION, ANC FROM™
NEWS REPRESENTATIVES wwD MAVE SEEN TrE AFFIDAVITS ANC HAVE PERICCe
ICALLY OVER THE FAST FCOUR MONTWS ASKED TWE CCMPANY TC RESPOANC TO TeE
CHARGES,
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