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December 21, 1990

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subjeci: Catawba Nuclear Station, Units | and 2
Docket Nos. 50-413 and 50-414
Request for Technical Specification Changes (T8 3/4.6.5.1)
Increase in Surveillance Interval for lce Weighing

Gent leanen:

Attached are License Amendment Requests to Appendix A, Technical
Specifications (T8), of Facility Operating Licenses NPF-35 and NPF-52 for
Catawba Nuclear Station Units | and 2. The requested amendments increase
the required ice bed ice weight of the lce Condenser and increase the
surveillance interval for weighing ice from 9 months to 18 months., The TS
Bases section is also revised to reflect these changes in TS 3/4.6.5.1,

The requested TS amendments will allow Duke Power to perform ice weighing
coincident with refueling outages and eliminate the presunt need for
on-1ine ice weighing. During on-line ice weighing the Ice Condenser
baskets are twisted to ensure they are free from ice buildup and are not
binding on the lattice steel support structure which could affect weighing
accuracy., Duke Power has determined that this twisting of the ice baskets
results in unexpected loads on ice basket U-bolts which secure the ice
baskets to their mounting bracket assemblies. These unexpected loads on
the U-bolts could result in bolt failure rendering the Ice Condensur
inoperable. For this reason Catawba will no longer perform on-line ice
weighing using the current on-line ice weighing technigues.

To prevent unnecessarily shutting the Units down prior to their respective
refueling outages to weigh ice, Duke requests that TS 3/4.6.5.1 be revised
to extend the ice weighing surveillance interval from 9 months to 18
months. current ice basket weights and actual lce Condenser sublimation
rates have been analyzed, and the existing ice beds on both Units are
adequate to ensure the safety analysis limits are not violated.
Additionally, the TS required total ice weight and individual basket ice
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