C stland County
’ Low-Level Radioactive Waste Office

County Otfice Building 60 Central Avenue
P.O. Box 6580
Cortland, New York 13045
Telephone (807) 7563444

Cindy M. Monaco Denise Cote-Hopking
LLRW Coordinstor Assistant LLNW Coordinator

O¢ctober 31, 1990

Kenneth M, Carr

Chairman

United States Nuclear
Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C., 208555

Dear Chairman Carr:

Your letter dated 20 July 1990 concerning the issue of
long-term storage of low-level radicactive waste (LLRW)
after 1 January 1996 warrants comment.

In the abovementioned correspondence you state: "“NKC
approval of long-term on-gite storage as a substitute for
development of new disposal capacity would clearly be
inconsistent with the 1985 Act [LLRWPAA)." 1 find it
interesting that the NRC is so dedicated to enforcing the
provisions of federal legislation regarding low=level
wastes, while at the same time not at all rejecting the idea
of long-term on-site storage of high=level radicactive
waste (HLRW), The Nuclear Waste Policy Act provides the
directive for the development of a national HLRW repository.
Ags you are well aware, substantial delays in this program
have been encountered. Seemingly in response to these
delays, the NRC has reevaluated its policy concerning
prolonged HLRW storage at reactor sites., As you must also
be aware, the NRC recently published a revision to its 1984
Waste Confidence Decizion. The NRC found that "spent fuel
generated in / reactor can be stored safely and without
significant environmental impact for at least thirty years
beyond the licensed life (of the power plant) at the
reactor's fuel storage basin, or at either onsite or offsite
independent spent fuel storage installation." (1990 Annual
Report Section of Public Utility Law, American Bar
Association, p.93) Thus, it is obvious that the NRC is
premoting policies which are, at best, completely
inconsistent with one another. Moreover, given the much
higher curie content of HLRW when compared to LLRW, the
illogic of the policies is particularly striking.

Discuseions held at the Department of Energy's most recent
Waste Management Conference (August 28 & 29, Chicago,

01 2280095 01217
FDR- “COMME NRCE
CORRESFONDENCE FDR






“Ms, Cindy Monaco

Cortland County Low-Leve)

Radioactive Waste Coordinator
fortland County Low-Level

Radioactive Waste Office
P.0, Box 5590
County Office Building
60 Centra) Avenue
Cortland, New York 13045
Dear Ms, Monaco:
| am responding to your October 31, 1980, letter concerning the fssue of
storage of low-level radioactive waste (LLwW) after January 1996, Recently, the
Commission considered the issue of storage of LLW at our October 25, 1990,
meeting, where we were briefed by the staff on the LLW title transfer and
possession provisions of the Low-Level Radfoactive Waste Policy Amendments Act,
I have enclosed a copy of the staff's paper that provided a basis for the
briefing and a copy af the briefing charts used by staff during the briefing,

During the meeting, we discussed the fssue of storage of LLW, including the
issuance of licenses for storage after 1996; the potential impact such

actions might have on State actions to establish permanent disposal facilities;
and, finally, the length af time that should be allowed for such storage
approvals. \

Given the importance of this issue, | directed, at the conclusion of the
meeting, that the Secretary dispatch a letter to the States and compacts
asking ;or their comments and \ynput, The Commissi . a will benefit from having
their views before reaching a decision on whether additional guidance or
rulemaking {s necessary to clea establish the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission's (NRC's) position on the storage of LLW., 1 will share your views
with the Commission and they will fully considered in our further
deliberations on this issue,
| trust this response provides furth
consideration at NRC to address this

information on the actions under
portant 1ssue,

enneth M, Carr
Enclosure: Staff's paper
cc: Eugene J, Gleason. New York State Liadson Officer
New York State Enerqy Office )
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Enclosure: Staff's paper

important issue.

Kenneth M, Carr

cc: Eugene J. Gleason, New York State'liaison Officer
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Ms, £ indy Monaco

Cortland County Lows-Leve)

* Rodioective waste Coordinator

Cortland County LowsLevel
Radioactive Waste Office

P.0. Box 5580

County Office Building
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Cortland, New York 13045

Dear Ms, Monato:

1 am responding to your October 31, 1990, letter concerning the issue of
storage of low-leve) radiosctive waste (LLW) after January 1996, Recently, the
Commission considered the issue of storage of LLW at our October 29, 1990,
meeting, where we were briefed by the staff on the LLW title transfer and
posscss‘on provisions of the Low-Leve! Radioactive Waste Policy Amendments Act,
1 have enclosed o copy of the staff's paper that provided a basis for the
briefing and o copy of the briefing charts used by staff during the briefing,
During the meeting, we discussed the issue of storage of LLW, including the
issuance of 1icenses for storage after 1996; the potential impact such

sctions might have on State actions to establish gormanont disposal facilities;
and, finally, the length of time that should be allowed for such storage
approvals, Given the importance of this issue, | directed, at the conclusion
of the meeting, that the Secretary dispatch a letter to the States and compacts
asking for their comments and input so that the Commission would have the
benefit of their views in reaching a decisfon on whether efforts to develop
additional guidance or to inftiate rulemaking are necessary to establish

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) position on the storage of LLW,

I will share your views with the Commission and they will be fully considered
in our further deliberations on this issue.

I trust this respunse provides further information on the actions under
consiceration at MRC to address this important issue.

Kenneth M, Carr
Enclosure: Staff's paper
cc: Eugene J, Gleason
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New York State Energy Office
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