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WASHINGTON D C 2006t

$§ G, Menry, Director
Materials Research Ce &r
\(Y':V'._\ of New York

oad

COMPLIANCE GANATT NON-POWER REACTOR
OF NEW ‘f‘;"

letter doted 90, you requested a temporary exemption tc
ur Technical Spec catiol ) Section 4,3(4), which requires you t¢
pterming on an snnual basis (not to exceed 15 months) the sensitivity or )
joactivity effluent monitors (stack gas and building gas). The
of these gaseous effluent monitors 18 determined by injecting
antities of Ar-4] gas into the sensitive volume of the monitor and
the resulting increases in monitor count rates. The last measurement
¢ 1 ~ ¢

September 29, 1989

your

t stems from the fact that the reactor has been shut down since
1989 initielly to find & leak in the pool liner and, subseguently

8 new pool liner, This shutdown condition does not permit the

of Ar<4] cas, which 15 used to calibrate the sensitivity of your

luent monitors. The import of Ar-31 from another reactor would be

since, due to 1ts 1.8 hour half-1ife, very large quantities would
shipped to provide sufficient radioactivity to perform the
nsitiy test upon arrival at your facility.

¢

logisticelly difficult, and would lead to unwarranted readiation
6
$

we have reviewed your request and the supporting reasons for suspending the
Sensitiy analysis of your geseous effluent monitors until 30 days beyond
the rest fon of reactor operations and find them acceptable. Als0, we have
reviewed your previous gaseous releases and find that they are well below your
requirements in Section 3.6

sV

\
,

we grant a temporaery waiver of compliance to TS5 4.3(4) unti)
days beyond the resumption of reactor operations. As agreed upon on
December 12, 1990 in & telecon between you end 7. Michaels, when the pool
liner is replaced &nd the reactor is restarted, reactor power shall be limited
to 1 megawatt until such time as the sensitivity analysis of the gaseous
redioactivity effluent monitors is completed. The electronic calibrations

and
operability checks, which include the determination of the detector response
to a reference Co-60 source, will continue &s required by TS Section 4,3(1




Mr. Lovis G, Menry -

Postponement of the sensftivity tests for the stack and building monitors does
not involve any frreversible environmental consequences since, while the reactor
15 not operating, no Ar-4] or Cestum-138 1s being generated and, fn any case,
the monitors are functional end their operability 1s verified by the detector
response and operability tests, when the reactor 15 restarted, 1t will be
limited to operating at 50 percent power unti) the sensitivity tests are
performed. Also, the monitors will continue to be 1n service and, historically,
the Ar-4] snd Cestum-138 levels ot typica) full-power operation for & year are
well below the TS requirements., Therefore, the staff has determined that this
waiver of compliance involves no significent increase in the amounts, and no
significant change in the types, of any effluents that mey be released offsite,
and there 1s no significant increase in individual or cumylative occupational
radiation exposure,

Sincerely,

f‘.
[{ Uham. \ [/ oA
Williem D, Travers, Deputy Director
Divisfon of Advanced Reactors

and Special Projects
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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cc:

ate University of New York Docket No, 50-57
at Buffalo

New York State Department of
tnvironmentel Conservation
Attn: Director, Office of
Environmenta) Analysis
Albany, New York 12223

Director, Technice) Development
Programs

Stete of New York Energy (ffice

Agency Bui]din? 2

Empire State Plaze

Albany, New York 12223
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December 13, 1990

Mr. Louis G, Henry « 2

Postponement of the sensitivity tests “or the stack and building monitors does
not fnvolve any irreversible environmental consequences since, while the reactor
is not operating, no Ar-41 or Cesium-138 is being ?enerated and, in any case,
the monitors are functional and their operability 1s verified by the detector
response and operability tests, When the reactor 1s restarted, it will be
Timited to operating at 50 percent power until the sensitivity tests are
performed, Also, the monitors will continue to be in service end, historically,
the Ar-4] and Cesium-138 levels at typical full-power cperation far & year are
well below the TS requirements, Tnerefore, the staff has determined that this
waiver of compliance involves nc significant incresse in the amounts, and no
significant change in the types, of any effluents that may be relessed offsite,
énd there 1s no significant increase in individual or cumulative occupationa)
radiation exposure,

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

William D. Travers, Deputy Director
Division of Advanced Reactors

and Special Projects
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc:  See next page
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