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Hope Creek Generating Station

December 13, 1990

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Jir:

HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATION
DOCKET NO, 5%0-354¢

UNIT NO, 1

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 90-027-00

Thie Licensee Event Report is being submitted pursuant
the requirements of 10CFR%0.73(a) (2)(1).

Bincerely,

General Manager -
Hope Creek Operations
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Attachment
S8ORC Mtg. 90-116
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On 11/7/16/90, while preparing to analyze an offgas seystem sample for
hydrogen content due to the wunavailability of the normal hydrogen
monjitors, a chemistry technician determined that analysis of ¢ previous
sample had not been conducted as required. The technician informed hia
supervisor, and after review of the sgampling logs to confirm thise
discrepancy, the supervisor contacted the Senior Nuclear Snift Supervisor.
A fact-finding investigation following the discovery determined that a
chemistry technician on the previous ghift had taken the sample at the
required time, but had not performed the analysie within the following
four hours a& required by Technical Specifications., The primary cause of
this occurrence was a personnel error on the part of the chemistry
technician responsible who drew the sample i1in failing to ensure the
required analysis was completed. Corrective actions congisted of
counselling and disciplinary action for the technician, a review of this
incident with all chemistry department personnel, and forwarding this
report to the Nuclear Training Department for inclusion in chemistry
technician training.
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ANALYS1S OF OCCURRENCE

Technical Specification 3.2.7.11.1, Action 124 states:

"With the number of channelg OPERABLE less than required
by the Minimum Channels OPERABLE requirement, operation of
main condenser offgas treatment system may continue
provided grab samples are collected at least once per 4
hours and analyzed within the following 4 hours.
Otherwise, suspend release of radiocactive effluents via
this pathway."

On 11/16/90 at 044% hours, a Chemistry Technician took a
reguired grab sample of the offgas stream, ae scheduled, to
analyze for hydrogen content. The technician became involved
with another task, and did not initiate analysis immediately
following sampling. puring snift turnover at 0700, the
technician failed to notify hise relief that the subject sample
needed to be analyzed prior to 0845.

The day s»ift Chemistry Technician took the next scheduled
ganmple at 0845, and when recording results of the sampling,
noted that the previous sample analysis had not been recorded.
The technician notifiea his supervisor, and when the Chemistry
gupervisor investigated the discrepancy, it wae determined that
the 0445 sample had not been analyzed, After locating the 0445
gample, the supervisor directed that analysis be immediately
conducted. The analyeis was completed by 0930, and results of
the analysis were patisfactory.

PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES

Although there have been previous instances of non-compliance
with Technical Specification Action Statement reguirements at
Hope Creek, no previous occurrences of missed Offgas hydrogen
samples were noted during a review of internal operating
experience, The circumstances described in thig occurrence are
considered unigue to the chemistry technician responsible for
conducting the subject analysis,

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

This incident had minima. safety significance., Later analysis
of the subject sample determined hydrogen content to be well
within Technical Specification limitations for explosive gas
mixture. Also, it should be noted that, even with hydrogen
concentration greater than that allowed by Technical
Specifications (4%), the only action reguirement is that
hydrogen concentration be restored to normal limits within 48
hours.,
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
ds The Chemistry Technician responsible for proper conduct of

RBC/

S8ORC

the required gampling was counselled and received
disciplinary action,

The Chemistry Department Manager will review this
oecurrence with all Chemistry Department personnel ,
communicating his expectations for proper follow through
to completion of all tasks, and emphasize the regulatory
nature of ensuring that all Technical fpecification
required actions are complied with in a timely manner,

This repourt will be forwarded to the Manager, Nuclear
Training for inclusion into chemistry technician training,
ag deemed appropriate,

Sincgrely,
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Gen®drial Manager -
Hope Creek Operations




