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: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission-
! ATTENTION: Document-Control Desk r

Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Waterford 3 SES .

Docket No. 50-382 !

License No. NPF-384

Reporting of Licensee Event Report '
.

;

Gentlemen

Attached is Licensee-Event Report Number LER-90-017-00 for
Waterford Steam Electric Station Unit 3.-- This Licensee Event
Report is submitted pursuant to.10CFR50.73 (a) (2) (1) .

i Very truly yours,

,I jf
p? p

J.R.'HcGaha
General Manager-- Plant Operations

JRM/DDW/glp
Attachment

cc: Messrs. R.D. Martin
G.L. Florreich
J.T. Wheelock - INPO Records Center-
E.L. Blake
D.L. Wigginton

NRC Resident Inspectors Office
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On October 18, 1990, diesel fuel oil was added to Emergency Diesel Generator
( f.DG) "A" Fuel Oil Storage Tank at Waterford Steam Electric Station Unit 3.

Contrary to Technical Specification 4.8.1.1.2c.2, the ASTM-D2274 analysis for
insolubles was not performed on the diesel fuel oil sample within 7 days of
the addition of the new fuel oil.

Although the comple was drawn and sent to the vendor for analysis, a lack of
communication between the vendor and plant personnel resulted in a different
analysis from that required being performed. This error was not discovered
until November 16, 1990, while reviewing quarterly analyses results of fuel
oil samples. This event is repottable as a condition prohibited by Technical
Specifications.

The root cause of this event is a failure to follow the required procedure for
initiating a contract change. Nucicar Operations Contracting Procedure (NOAP-029)
requires a written document, a Contract Action Notice, to initiate a contract
change. Verbal communications between plant and vendor personnel discussing
the analyses were inadequate and failed to prevent this event. The event did
not result in any long term degradation of the Emergency Diesel Generator and
did not result in an increased risk to the health and safety of the public or
plant personnel.
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| On October 18, 1990, Diesel fuel Oil (EIIS Identifier DC) was added to

] Emergency Diesel Generator (EDG) (EIIS Identifier EK-ENG) "A" fuel oil storage

tank (EIIS Identifier DC-TK) at Waterford Steam Electric Station Unit 3.
Contrary to Technical Specificatxon (TS) 4.8.1.1.2c.2, the ASTM - D2274 analysis
for insolubles was not performed on the diesel fuel oil sample within the 7,

day periodicity. This' event is reportable as a condition prohibited by
Technical Specifications.

Technical Specification change request NPF-38-59 was submitted to the Nuclear>

Regulatory Commission (NRC) on March 26, 1987. In a correspondence from the NRC<

dated Apri' 12, 1990, Waterford-3's commitment to investigate the use of a new
diesel fuel oil sampling method for particulates, ASTH D-2276, was noted.
To support this commitment, a Contract Activity Notice (CAN) was generated on
October 8, 1990 to amend an existing contractual agreement with the vendor
performing off-site diesel fuel oil analyses. Prior to generating the CAN,

plant personnel verbally verified that the vendor was capabic of performing the
analysis. On October 18, 1990, sampics of new fuel oil were drawn in accordance
with Technical Specification (TS) 4.8.1.1.2c.2. An additional sample was also

drawn and delivered to the vendor with the normal fuel oil samples. The

additional sample was drawn to support the investigation of the new diesci fuel
i

oil analysis although this intention may not have been communicated to the
vendor. The vendor performed the new analysis,' ASTM-D2276, in place of the
analysis required by TS 4.8.1.1.2c.2.

The fact that the new analysis had been performed instead of the analysis
required by the Technical Specification was not noted during the October 30,
1990 supervisory review. The new test results were similar to the required
test results and were within specification. Both analyses test for

particulates and use similar units.
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On November 16, 1990, during a review of the quarterly diesel fuel oil
I analyses, the missed analysis was discovered. Later that day..the vendor

performed the ASTM-D2274 analysis on the October 18 sample and the resulta j

were within the less than 2 mg/100 m1 specificetion for insolubles.
I

J

The root cause of this event is a failure to follow procedures. Nuclear

Operations Contracting Procedure (NOAP-027) requires that modification of :

an issued Contract Order be initiated by a Contract Actidty Notice (CAN).
Instead of notifying the vendor with the specified written requirements of the
CAN, the contract modification was verbally communicated to the vendor. The

resulting confusion caused the vendor to substitute the similar new analysis
for the required analysis, instead of performing the new analysio as an
additional analysis. The CAN has been approved and issued to the vendor and
Chemistry department pereonnel vill be given training regarding NOAP-027.

Although the time requirement of the required analysis was not met, the event
did not result in any long term degradation of the Emergency Diesel Generator

(EDG) (EIIS Identifier EK-ENG) and did not result in an increased risk to the
health and safety of the public or plant personnel.

SIMILAR EVENTS

LER 88-020 reported that diesel fuel oil was not analyzed by the specified
procedure due to personnel error. Procedures in " Standard Specification for
Diesel Fuel Oils", ASTM-D975-1977 for two analyses were not being followed by

the vendor's lab.
.

Emergency Diesel Generator fuel oil tanks that were not being sampled by the
methodology specified in Technical Specifications (ASTM-D270) was reported in

LER 89-008.

PLANT CONTACT

T.H.-Smith, Plant Engineering Superintendent, 504/464-3127
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