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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., appruimately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

With the plant in POWER OPERATION at about 95 percent reactor power, the Line Assistant Shin Supervisor
(LASS), the only licensed senior reactor operator (SRO) in the main control room (hiCR) area, experienced severe
abdominal cramps, requiring him to leave the AICR area for about 3 minutes and 10 seconds to use the restroom.
The Shin Supervisor (SS) and the Staff Assistant Shin Supervisor (SASS), the other shin crew SROs, were
touring the screenhouse due to high lake water level caused by heavy rain. During the LASS' absence, no SRO
was in the h1CR, thus the requirements of Technical Specification (TS) 6.2.2.b were not met. TS 6.2.2.b requires
at least one licensed SRO in the h1CR while the plant is in POWER OPERATION, STARTUP, or HOT
SHUTDOWN. No evolutions or power changes were in progress during the absence of SROs from the h1CR.
The cause of this event is attributed to untimely action by the LASS. When the LASS became aware of his j
developing discomfort, he delayed contacting the SS or the SASS for relief. When the LASS realized he could no

'

longer delay using the restroom, his condition was such that he had no time for contacting the SS or SASS.
Corrective actions include counseling the LASS, and discussing this event with the reactor operators and senior
reactor operators.
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DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

On April 13,1994, the plant was in Mode 1 (POWER OPERATION) at about ninety-five percent reactor (RCT]
power. The plant had been operating at reduced reactor power level since about 1730 hours on April 12,1994,
when an orderly plant shutdown was initiated in accordance with oft-normal procedure CPS 4303.02, " Abnormal
Lake Level," due to abnormally high and increasing lake water level caused by heavy rain. At about 2200 hours on
April 12,1994, the lake water level had stabilized and the power reduction was stopped at ninety-five percent
reactor power.

On April 13,1994, at about 0256 hours and 0309 hours respectively, the Operations Shin Supervisor (SS) and the
StafT Assistant Shin Supervisor (SASS), both licensed senior reactor operators (SROs), leR the main control room
(MCR) area and went to the screenhouse to check the status of efforts to restore the plant from the effects of high
lake water level. The SS notified the Line Assistant Shin Supe! visor (LASS) that he and the SASS were leaving
the MCR and that their destination was the screenhouse. The LASS, a licensed SRO, and two licensed reactor
operators remained in the MCR area.

At about 0354 hours, while the SS and the S ASS were out of the MCR area, the LASS experienced severe
abdominal cramps, requiring him to leave the MCR area to use the restroom. The LASS was out of the MCR area
for about three minutes and ten seconds.

During the LASS' absence, a licensed SRO was not in the MCR area; thus, the requirement ofTechnical
Specification (TS) 0.2.2.b was not met. TS 6.2 2.b requires that at least one licensed senior operator shall be in the
control room while the plant is in Modes 1,2 (STARTUP), or 3 (IlOT SHUTDOWN).

The LASS was aware of the TS 6.2.2.b requirement but felt he did not have sufficient time to summon the SS or
I SASS to return from the screenhouse. One of the two licensed reactor operators in the MCR has an SRO license,
but the license is not being maintained in active status. No evolutions or power changes were in progress during
the absence of the SROs.

No attempts were made by the LASS or the reactor operators to contact the SS or the SASS to advise them of the ;

' situation although the LASS and the reactor operators were cognizant of the control room staffmg requirements. '

' At about 0359 hours, when the SS returned to the MCR area from the screenhouse, the LASS reported the !
absence of a licensed SRO in the MCR. l

I
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The LASa "as immediately counseled by the SS about the importance of meeting the TS requirement for having a
minimum of one licensed senior reactor operator in the Main Control Room.

Condition Report 1-94-04-029 was initiated to track a root cause and corrective action determination for this
event.

No automatic or manually initiated safety system responses were necessary to place the plant in a safe and stable
~ condition. No equipment or components were inoperable at the start of this event to the extent that their
inoperable condition contributed to this event.

CAUSE OF EVENT

The cause of this event is attributed to untimely r.ction by ine LASS because he failed to request relief before
exiting the MCR. When the LASS became aware of hb developing discomfort, he delayed contacting the SS or
the SASS for relief because of their involvement in assessing the recovery efTorts from the high lake level. When
the LASS realized he could no longer delay using the restroom, his condition was such that he had no time for

- contacting the SS or SASS.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

When the SS returned to the main control room from the screenhouse, the LASS immediately informed him of the
incident.

The SS discussed this incident with the LASS, placing emphasis on the importance of maintaining compliance with
the Technical Spes .ication requirement for having an SRO in the MCR. The SS also counseled the LASS that he
should have notified the SS or had a reactor operator notify the SS about needing to leave the MCR.

'

This event will be discussed with reactor operators and senior reactor operators to emphasize their responsibilities
abom inform.ing the shift supervisor when the only available licensed senior reactor operator becomes incapacitated
or has to leave the main control room without proper relief.

ANALYSIS OF EVENT

This event is reportable under the provisions of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) because operating the plant in Mode I
without having a qualified senior reactor operator in the main control room constitutes an operation prohibited by
the plant's Technical Specifications.

-
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Assessment of the safety consequences and implications of this event indicates that this event was not nuclear
safety significant. One of the two licensed reactor operators has an SRO license; however, the SRO license is not
being maintained active. The SS or the SASS could have been contacted quickly if a plant emergency arose. The
SS was in the power block and enroute to the MCR when the LASS exited the MCR; however, because the LASS

jdid not attempt to contact the SS, the LASS was not aware that the SS had already returned to the power block.
The plant was in steady state operations with no evolutions or power changes in progress. The ability to conduct
plant operations was not impaired. The return of the LASS to the MCR restored the shift stafTing to Technical
Specification requirements.

,I

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

No equipment or components failed during this event.

Clinton Power Station has not reported similar events in the past.

For further information regarding this event, contact J. A. Neuschwanger, Assistant Director-Plant Operations at
(217) 935-8881, extension 3326.
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