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jWATER
TO ALL PRESSURIZED POWER REACTOR LICENSEES

.

Gentlemen: .

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING STEAM GENERATOR
TUBE INTEGRITY (GENERIC LETTER NO. 82- )

Representative Edward J. Markey, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Oversight
and Investigations has, by letter dated October 18, 1982, requested the

) Chairman of the NRC to obtain information regarding the economic and worker
safety aspects of the problem concerning steam generator tube integrity.
This letter, copy enclosed, specifically identifies the information being
requested. This information will be used in preparation for hearings on
this subject tentatively scheduled for December 2,1982

We therefore request your cooperation in providing responses to as many of
the questions contained in the enclosed letter as possible by November 15,
1982 and responses to any remaining questions as soon as possible thereafter.

This request for information was approved by the Office of Management &
Budget under clearance number which expires ,

Sincerely,

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

5nclosure:
As stated

.
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Chairman Nunzjo Pa11adino
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Chairman Palladino:

In preparation for the Interior and Insular Af fairs Sub-
committee on Oversight and Tnvestigations' hearing on steam
generator tube integrity at commercial nuclcar power plants, I
request that the Nuclear Regulatory Commiss' ion request answers
to the questions listed below from all commercial licensees
which operato pressurized water reactors in the United States.

The issue of stoam generator tube problems -is onc of wido-
spread importance within the nuclear power industry and those
government bodies responsible for oversocing nuclear power
development, regulation and operation. While my primary inter-
est is with safet.y, T am also concerned about the costs involved
in maintenanco, repair and replacement, and worker exposure
resulting from these steam generator tube problems. It is my
understanding that the NRC does not have detailed information
about these important and related issues. Thorofore, I ask that
you submit these questions to n11 utilities with operating
plants so that we can know more about the ramifications of the
problem. Please request answers to the following questions for
the years 1979, 1980, 1981 and ava ilable informa tion for.1982.

1. How many days of unscheduled outages can be attributed
to steam generator-related difficulties per year at your -

site?

"~ ~
During cach of the years in question, how many steam2.
cenerator tubos have bcon (a) plugged and. (b) sleeved
in cach steam generator?

3. Do you anticipale major steam generator repairs in any
of your units in the next five years, and if so how much
would these repairs cost, please specify?

..

.

- -- ------_ --
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Chairman Palladino
Page Two
October 18, 1982

..

.

4. What have bccn,the total costs and specifically replace- -

ment power costs associated with steam' generator mainton- s
.

ance, repair and replacement at your plant?

5. What has been the total occupational radiation exposure
(in person-roms) caused by steam generator (a) maintenance
and (b) repair / replacement?

6. What percentage of total annual employce dose has been
attributable to steam generator-related work at your
site (s) ?

7. noring the years in question, (a) how many workers have
received measureable radiation doses from steam generator-
related work, and (b) what porcentage of the total work-
force do these workers represent? _

8. How many temporary workers (defined by the NRC as all
workers other than thoso hired directly by nucicar power-
plants on a conventional, long-tcrm basis) received doses
from steam generator-rclated work' at your facility cach
year?

! 9. What percentage of (a) total workers involved with steam
| generator-related work do temporary workors represent,
I and (b) of the total workforce do temporary workers

represent?

10. Ilus your company used independent firms to find temporary
employees who have roccived an occupational dose from
steam generator-related work?-

.

I would greatly appreciate it if this matter could be han-
dio.d an expeditiously as pounible in order to obtain answers to
these question before the subcommittee's hearing on December 2,
1982. In advance, thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

~- - - EDWARD J. MARK.Y ,

Chairman
Subcommitee on Oversight

and Investigations

UJM:sa
CC: Fred Combs

,

. - _ .
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Chairman Nunzio Palladino
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Street, N.W.
Washington, 0.c. 20555

Dear Chairman Palladino:

As you may already be aware, I am planning on holding an
Oversight and Investigations Sube,ormittee hearing on the topic of
steam generator tube degradation. Fred Combs of NRC's Congressional
Linison Of fice has al ready been contacted in' this regard.

I would very much like to hear your views on thic important
issue and inviLe the other members of the Commission to participate
as well. As presently conceived, the hearing will consist of two
panels. The first will be your presentation.' A second panel will
consist of industry (including both a vendor and a utility) and
representatives from intervonor groups. The tentative date is
December 2, 1982.

.

In the next few weeks my staf f will' be discussing the exact
scopo of the hearing with the Office for Nuclear Reactor Regulation.
We are generally interested in the history of this unresolved safety

|
issue and NRC's regulatory responcies to it over rne years. While

am primarily concerned with reactor safety and the safety of! I

tinrhe r s , the hearing will also take a look at the economic
i:.plications _ of tube dearadation and NRC's proposed generic
r eq u ir e me n t.s . Enclosed is a ler,rer asking that the Conmission
issue a survey to all PWR licensecs requesting additional

|
information about the economic and worker safety aspects of the
problem.

.:- -. As the scope of the hearing becomes more defined, I will let
you know. I hope that you will be able to offer testimony at the
hearing. If there is a scheduling conflict, please let me know.

Sincerely,

h '.u -

' ' EDWARD J. MAP Y
Chairman, Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee

.

..,
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' 'f U. S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION Approved by OMB
3150-

STEAM GENERATOR-RELATED - QUESTIONNAIRE

RESPONSE BY YEAR
1979 1980 1981 1982

HOW MANY DAYS OF UNSCHEDULED OUTAGES CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO
STEAM GENERATOR-RELATED DIFFICULTIES PER YEAR AT YOUR SITE?

DURING EACH OF THE' YEARS IN QUESTION, HOW MANY STEAM GENERATOR .
'

TUBES HAVE BEEN

PLUGGED IN EACH STEAM GENERATOR?

SLEEVED IN EACH STEAM GENERATOR?
WHAT HAVE BEEN THE TOTAL COSTS AND SPECIFICALLY REPLACEMENT
POWER COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH STEAM GENERATOR MAINTENANCE, .

REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT AT YOUR PLANT?
WHAY HAS BEEN THE TOTAL OCCUPATIONAL RADIATION EXPOSURE (IN
PERSON-REMS) CAUSED BY STEAM GENERATOR

MAINTENANCE?

REPAIR / REPLACEMENT?
WHAT PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL ANNUAL EMPLOYEE DOSE HAS BEEN

-

ATTRIBUTABLE TO STEAM GENERATOR RELATED' WORK AT YOUR SITE (S)?
DURING THE YEARS IN QUESTION

.

HOW MANY WORKERS HAVE RECEIVED MEASUREABLE RADIATION D0505'
FOR STEAM GENERATOR RELATED WORK?
WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL WORKFORCE. D0 THESE WORKERS
REPRESENT?

HOW MANY TEMPORARY WORKERS (defined by the NRC as all workers
other than those hired directly by nuclear power plants on a
conventional, long-term basis) RECEIVED DOSES 'FROM STEAM
GENERATOR-RELATED WORK AT YOUR FACILITY EACH YEAR?
WHAT PERCENTAGE OF

TOTAL WORKERS INVOLVED WITH STEAM GENERATOR-RELATED WORK
DO TEMPORARY WORKERS, REPRESENT 7

' '

THE TOTAL WORKFORCE DO TEMPORARY WORKERS REPRESENT?

HAS YOUR COMPANY USED INDEPENDENT FIRMS TO FIND TEMPORARY
EMPLOYEES WHO HAVE RECEIVED AN OCCUPATIONAL DOSE FROM STEAM
GENERATOR-RELATED WORK?
D0 YOU ANTICIPATE MAJOR STEAM GENERATOR REPAIRS IN ANY OF YOUR UNITS IN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS,
AND IF S0 HOW MUCH WOULD THESE REPAIRS COST, PLEASE SPECIFY.

.
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