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Gulf States Utilities
ATTN: James C. Deddens ,

Senior Vice President'
P.O. Box 220

:St. Francisville Louisiana 70775

, Gentlemen: q>

This acknowledges the granting of a temporary waiver of compliance to River
Bend Station (RBS), Unit 1, from the prwisions of Technical
. Specification (TS) 3.0.4 on the requirements of TS 3/4.7.3.b, " Reactor Core

-the reactor core isolation cooling (you to transfer from Mode 2 to Mode I with
Isolation Cooling System," to allow

RCIC) system inoperable. Your letter !
(RBG-34115) to this office, dated December 4,1990, provides the written basis i

for.the temporary waiver of_ compliance that you verbally requested on -

. December 3, 1990.
~ '

The request for a temporary waiver of compliance was verbally granted on
December 3, 1990, by NRC Region IV, with the concurrence of the Office of

, Nuclear Reactor Regulation. The waiver allowed RBS, for this single occurrence, ,

to' enter Mode;1 with the RCIC system inoperable and to continue plant startup
so the plant could be placed in a condition that is-less sensitive to minor
control system perturbations that could result in undesirable transients or
scrams. In addition, the power increase would minimize the thermal stress on
the feedwater nozzles and piping that results from low power operation with . low ;

feedwater heating, and that may result in thennal stratification in the
feedwater piping.

. Region IV perforned an evaluation of:your followup written documentation and- ,

found it to be=in confonnance with the information that you provided to the NRC
during a telephone conference on December 3,1990.- As committed by your staff,'

we understand.that you will do the following:
,

a

1. Aggressively pursue repairs to the RCIC turbine'in order to return the
RCIC system to an. operable status.at the earliest possible time,

2; Remain in the 14-day action statement required by the limiting condition
for operation (LCO) for the RCIC system, as required by TS 3/4.7.3.b. and
perform a plant shutdown in accordance with the TS requirenents if the >

action statenent expires before the RCIC system is returned to an operable
status.

,

3. Test the safety relief valves (SRV) for the automatic depressurization
system (ADS) at the earliest available opportunity to verify operability
of-the valves. It is our understanding that the SRVs for the ADS were
tested on December 4,1990, and f ound to be operational.
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Gulf States Utilities -2-

As indicated by Mr. Don Jernigan of your staff on December 3,1990, we
understand that the RBS facility Review Comittee reviewed and approved the
basis of your proposed request for a temporary waiver of compliance prior
to requesting this waiver from Region IV.

If your understanding of this matter differs from that expressed above, or
if you have other questions regarding this matter, please contact ne.

Sincerely.

Ots' tJ Shned 0gI

Thomas P. th.*ynn

Sensel J. Collins, Director
Division of Reactor Projects

CC:*

Gulf State 'Jtilities
ATTN: J. E. Booker, Manager-

Nuclear Industry Relations
P.O. Box 2951: ,

Beaumont, Texas 77704 c

Winston & Strawn
ATTN: Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esq.
1401 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-3502

-Gulf States Utilities
A11N: Les England. Director

Nuclear Licensing*

P.O. Box 220
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Mr. J. David McNeill, !!!
William G. Davis Esq.
Department of Justice
Attorney General's Office
P.O. Box 94095
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9095

H. Anne Plettinger
3456 Villa Rose Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

President of West Feliciana
Police Jury
P.O. Box 1921
St. Francisville Louisiana 70775
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r Cajun Electric Power Coop. Inc.
~. A1TN: - Philip G. Harris

'10719' Airline Highway"

N - P.O.; Box 15540'

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895

h - Departnent of Environmental Quality ,'

ATTN:-(Glenn Miller, Administrator
- . - Radiation Protection Division
4" P.O. Box 14690

' Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898
,

bectd?SNB7KIE01).

bec distrib.- by. RIV:
R. D. Martin Resident Inspector |

SectionChief(DRP/C)|' DRP . ,_

HIS System

'

lisa RShea, RM/ALF -
DRSS-FRPS f RSTS Operator
Project Engineer _(DRP/C) RIV File

i' DRS Senior Resident Inspector. Cooper>

Senior Resident.: Inspector, Fort Calhoun T. E. Hurley, NRR
- M. J.-Virgilio. NRR A. J. Mendiola, NRR-
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