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April 7, 1994

Initials | Date

1. Mr. Jim Shepherd
Division of Low-Level Waste Management & Decommissioning
Office of Nuclear Materials, Safety, and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
OWFN - Mail Stop SE4
Washington, D.C. 20555

Remarks:

RE: Letter from SFC that we discussed FYI.

Hebert
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Mr. Mike Hebert (6H-CX) ENFORCEMENT SECT ]

RCRA Enforcement Branch

U. §. Environmental Protection Agency
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Dallas, TX. 75202-2733

RE: Sequoyah Fuels Corporation
RCPA § SCC8(h) Administrative Order on Consent
U. S. EPA Docket No. VI-005-(h)93-H
EPA | D. No. OKD051961183

Dear Mr. Hebert:

You recently inquired on what community relations programs Sequoyah Fuels
Corporation (SFC) has conducted which would have provided an opportunity for tho
organization, Native Americans for a Clean Environment (NACE), to gain information on
activities under the referenced Consent Order.

As we discussed on the phone SFC has been active in making presentations to the
public as shown in our recent Progress Reports. We are willing to accommodate anv

group in the area which is interested in scheduling such a presentation.

There have been two publicly announced presentations by SFC since the Consent Orde -
was issued. Annocuncernents came by publication in the local newspapers. On 8/30/9%
a presentation was conducted at the Carlile School Building which was attended by
about 34 citizens, including one NACE member, Ed Henshaw, a former SFC employe«
who lives about one mile south of the facility. Mr. Henshaw, to our knowledge, is the
only member of NACE who lives within the local area to SFC. On 10/4/93 the Gore
Lion's Club hosted a presentation which was attended by 18 citizens with no knowr
NACE members in the audience.

rOGHWAY 10 & 140 PO BOX 810 GORE. OXLAHOMA 74435 (918) 4895811 FAX (9'8) 4B9.-220!



In addition, SFC has a "Citizens Advisory Committee' (CAC) which was formed in 1992.
\nis committee consists of the mayors or their representatives from the towns/cities of
Gore, Webbers Falls, Vian, Sallisaw, Warner and Muskogee. The purpose of the
committee is to provide a forum which keeps the local leaders informed and to answer
their questions concerning the status and plans of SFC during the decommissioning
process. Additional information pertaining to the CAC is attached.

Prior to the last CAC meeting on September 17, 1993 SFC called Lance Hughes at
NACE headquarters in Tahlequah, Oklahoma to invite him to the meeting. Mr. Hughes
was not in so a message was left. He did not attend the meeting or return SFC's call,
but we did receive the attached letter. SFC responded to his letter with an invitation in
writing (also attached) to meet with us to discuss any concerns NACE might have. They
have not responded to our offer,

I have also included with this letter two articles concerning NACE as ¢n organization.
| believe the articles provide some insight into the nature of their position reparding SFC
which EPA should be made aware. NACE has not demonstrated any willingness to w.rk
with SFC constructively to resolve concerns they may have. Additionally, we do not
believe that NACE represents the majority sentiment in the local communities.

It you or any other personnel within EPA wish to discuss this matter further please give

me a call.
Sincerely,
A
John H. Ellis
President
JHE/TB: jI

Enclosures



P.O. Box 1671 @ Tahlequah, OK 74465 e (Office) 9184584322 o (FAX) 918-458-0322

November 30, 1993

Mr. John Ellis

President

Sequoyah Fuels Corporation
P.O, Box 610

Gore, OK 74435

RE: SFC's "Citizens Advisory Committee"

Greetings Mr. Ellis,

I recently became aware that there is a Citizens Advisory
Committee for Sequoyah Fuels. This information was included
in letters to Judge Gleason from Maurice Axelrad, dated
Nevember 3 and November 9, 1993. The subject of the
Citizens Advisory Committee was discussed in the context of
SFC inviting NACE to a meeting.

A review of our telephone logs documents a call from Ms. Pam
Bennett on September 14 at 2:00 pm. A review of my
appointment calandar shows September 13 - 15 at Western
Hills Lodge attending an inter-tribal conference, September
16 -~ 19 in project negotiations with the University of
Michigan and September 20 - October 7 on official travel.
Therefore, if the Sentember 14 call from Ms. Bennett was in
reference to an invitation to attend the Advisory Committee,
my apologies for not being available to either take or
return the call.

Since the references to NACE's invitation to the Advisory
Committee is not from any direct communication, I am now
curious if the invitation was to observe a meeting or to
participate in the Committee's work. 1In any event, NACE is
always open to dialouge, a review of relevant issues and any
attendant work. Could you please inform me of the
composition of the Advisory Committee, when it was formed
and any stated purpose/goal of the Committee. Additionally,
could you clarify SFC's interest in past or future
interactions between the Committee and NACE.
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Mr. John Ellis
November 30, 1993
Page 2

Thank you for your time and interest.
you soon regarding this matter.

~
Sincerely, //, /
<) 7’
'\.W//. %7 /;"...__.._______ r.
Lance Hughes
Director

Cameen g by — e e w e M, = o e e ol L e A

I hope to hear from
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January 17, 1994

Mr. Lance Hughes

Director

Native Americans For A Clean Environment
P.O. Box 1671

Tahlequah, OK 74465

Dear Mr. Hughes,

I am sorry we were unable to make contact with you concerning the
SFC Citizen’s Advisory Committee meeting. At this meeting, which
was held on September 17, 1993, I presented a brief overview of
SFC's current status and our plans for decommissioning the
facility. My plan was to invite you to observe the meeting and to
answer any gquestions you might have had on the presentation.

I have attached a copy of the charter of the SFC Citizens Advisory
Committee and a listing of the current members. It is SFC’s intent
that the committee be made of of designated representatives from
the communities in the vicinity of SFC’s facility.

I wish to take this opportunity to invite you to meet with me and
members of the SFC staff for the purpose of presenting concerns you
may have relative to decommissioning the SFC facility. We would
also be very much interested in any suggestions you might have on
how to resolve these concerns. I believe that this long needed
dialogue between us would permit many issues to be -eviewed and
perhaps resolved outside of the hearing room, allowing both
organizations to utilize their resources more effectively.

I look forward to your acceptance of my invitation.
incerely

MMy

John H. Ellis
President, SFC

HIGHWAY 10 & 140 PO BOX 610, GORE, OKLAHUMA 74438 (918) 4B9- 5811 FAX. (918) 485 22%)
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III.

IV.

HIGHWAY 10 & 140

CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL = CHARTER

POLICY

It is Sequoyah Fuels Corporation’s policy to provide open,
honest and timely information to interested individuals and
organizations regarding SFC's operation. Acceordingly, SFC has
developed an information mechanism to determine issues that
concern local citizens and to solicit their assistance in
disseminating important information to local communities.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Citizens Advisory Council is to develop and
nurture a program for involving the local communities, through
council membership, in SFC’s community relations programs. In
working together SFC and the Council can respond more reliably
to local citizen concerns and provide more open and prompt
information to the local communities.

SCOPE

The scope of the program includes all SFC operations that
potentially affect the well-being of the local communities,
including public information, decisions affecting the local
area, and/or planned or unplanned impacts on the surrounding
environment or public health and safety.

IMPLEMENTATION

A seven (7) member Citizens Advisory Council shall be
established and shall include one member each from the cities
of Gore, Vian, Webbers Falls, sallisaw, Muskogee, and Warner,
and one at-large member from an organization selected by the
six city representatives on the council.

The Council shall meet once each month at a location to be
designated by SFC Executive Staff mnember. The meeting
location is subject to change with a majority vote of CAC
members. A member of SFC’s Executive staff shall attend and
chair each meeting. Time shall be alloted at each meeting to
discuss important events at the Sequoyah Fuels facility and to
receive feedback from the community members.

Council memtership shall run for a temm of one yezr and shall
be staggered so that membership changes are made gradually.

The cost of providing the neeting place, any meals, or other
expenses, which might be incurred te conduct the meeting,
shall be born by Secuoyan Fuels Corperation.

PO BOX 510, GORF. OKLAMOMA 74438 {218) 489-551 FAX, (818) 489- 229
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CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS

S,
i<

Gore

Warner

Wet:ters Falls

Vian

Sallisaw

Muskogee

HIGHWAY 10 & 140 PO BOX 810 SORE, QRLAMOMA 744358

MEMBER

Betty Rhode
Gore City Council
P.O. Box 37
Gore, OK 74435
489-2622

Troy Duncan, Mayor
P.O. Box 458
Warner, OK 74469
463-2921

Ed Tatum (Alternate)
Member of City Council
463-2444

Jewell Horn, Mayor
P.O. Box 179
Webbers Falls, OK 74470

Buford Martin, Mayor
P.O. Box 33

Vian, OK 74962
773-8110

Mike Tubbs

Fire Dept.

Environmental Compliance
P.O. Drawer C

Sallisaw, OK 74955
775-6241

Dr. Frank Borovetz
City Council Member
Rt. 1 Box 1000
Warner, OK 744693
VP Financial Affairs,
Connors State College
463-2931

918 489551 FAX. (918) 489 22%
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- The Sequoyah Fuels plant looked llke an ordinary
factory on the Oklahoma prairie. But it processed
radioacme uranium with little regard for its
workers or the environment. Until local Cherokee
people took on lhe giants of the nuclear industry
— and won, :
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“A
Study lound that

307 of the 429 senior
personnel al the Nuciear
Regulatory Commission
come from private
corporations with
contacts in the nuclear
indusiry, "
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““No one is going to protec. your
home except you. Continue talking to
your neighbors, friends and elected of-
ficials, This enrichment facility (the
LES uranium enrichment{ plant
planned for Claiborne Parish) is the
most important case in nuclear in-
dustry right now. All eyes are on
Homer,”' said Lance Hughes, director
of Native Americans for a Clean En-
vironment (NACE).

rfughes spoke to a group of CANT
(Citizens Against Nuclear Trash)
members and other interested persons
at a banquet held in Homer Sept. 28.

CANT was formed locally to oppose
the construction and operation of the
Claiborne Enrichment Center at the
Forest Grove and Center Springs
Communities near Homer.

Hughes resides near Gore, Okla., @
community that is home to the Se-
quoyah Fuels Corporation’s (SFC)
uranium processing facility--a plant
closed after 23 years of operation
“because it poses a threat to our lives
and our environment,” Hughes said.

The NACE director explained that
the SFC facility is “‘one step below the
facility proposed for Homer’’ in the
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carichinent process between
¢ uranium mine and power plant.
“We had an accident last year (at
the SI°C plant)--one of many, many,
nany accidents in the past few years.
We knew the government had not cor-
rectly investigated the accident so we
did our own investigation of the
November, 1992 accident,” Hughes
told those in attendance.

“We are releasing our report out of
1omer to try to educate people based
on our long-term experience with the
NRC (Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion) and the nuclear industry.

“Last November, there was an ac-
cident and 20,000 gallons of nitric acid
on 8,000 pounds of uranium were
released, which produced a large
nitrogen dioxide cloud. As employees
watched the large cloud leave the
facility, they evacuated the facility
and watched it contaminate parts of
Gore. They chose not to blow the sirer
that would warn the public

“In 1986, a uranium hexafluoride
cylinder exploded--killing one worke:
and contaminating 100 people off-site
people travelling the highways,’
Hughes said. '

salALAL
-
\



He continued, ‘‘So the U.S. Com-
merce Department dragged the NRC
and Sequoyah Fuels before the Housc
Subcommittee on government opera-
tions and after a lengthy discussion,
they demanded SFC put of{-site sirens
to protect us.

“They demanded SFC have an
emergency plan, demanded they seal
the control room of the facility--the
place where they conduct all emergen-
Cy responses.

‘‘So they wrote up a plan, they said
they sealed the control room and they
installed sirens.

“‘In fact, the control room was never
scaled, the emergency plan was just
lies on a piece of paper and even
though they put up the sirens, they
never blew them. Thirty-four people
went to the hospital or doctors. They
had bleeding eardrums, blisters on
their eyes and this was one of the
nicest accidents they ever had,”
Hughes stated.

“In 23 years of operation, we have
over 140,000 pounds of uranium that
has leaked into our groundwater. It
will never come out and it’s migrating
toward our river which is owned by

the Cherokee Nation. The company
has also contaminated public lands
owned by the Corps of Engineers.

“There are large amounts of arsen-
1¢, nitric fluoride and a lot of chemi-
cals I can’l even pronounce in our wa-
ter. After a health studyv was conduct-
ed, we believe we have an 80% cancer
rate.

““It’s so unbelievably high that nobo-
dy will do anything about it so it’s up
to us to raise $500,000 so we can get
professional medical doctors to do a
study.

‘“We have extensive mutated
wildlife from all the uranium that's
becn put in the water. Frogs and fish
are extremely deformed.

““We also have an unusually high
rate of genetically mutated babies
that arc born here--babies born
without eyes, without ears, with their
feet on backwards.”

Hughes continued, ‘‘They say it's
not because of the facility, but it's the
only industry we have.”

According to the guest speaker, SFC
records show that about a ton of
uranium is released into the air every

i
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Chernobyl.. We saw photos and
samples of crops. Wheat crops are
now 10 times bigger than they were
before the accident.”

The NACE director said after an
enrichment plant begins operations, it
may take from 10 to 20 years before
problems began to show up and it will
take from 40 to 60 years to clean up
SFC. |

“Educate yourself and continue to

e

talk to people. The key to beating this

thing (stopping the construction and
operation of Claiborne Enrichment
Center) is educaticn,” Hughes told
those attending the banquet.

Rupert Richardson, president of the
National NAACP said “‘envirenmen-
tal racism’’ is a universal problem. ‘It
won't stop at the Claiborne Parish
line,"” she said adding, *‘I don’t want
to have stories to tell like Lance has.’

Nathalie Walker, an attorney with
the Sierra Club National Defense

Fund, told those at the meeting, ‘‘If

this facility comes to this area, there

will be toxic pollution, there will be ac-

cidents and the NRC doesn't have the

regulating framework or resources to
.protect you."”

Concerning the license to construct
and operate Claiborne Enrichment
Center, Ms. Walker said the pro-
ceeding has been going on for severa
VCars.

““The NRC has asked LES for more
information and LES is not doing a
good job of giving information to the
NRC. The information is incomplete,”

She said a hearing has been set for
the license on Dec. 27, 1994 and ‘‘the
hearing can take days, weeks and then
they will issue an opinion on whether
the license should be issued. The NRC
has been known to spend years issu-
ing an opinion,”’ she said.

Ms. Walker also said that LES has
already spent about $30 million in the
three years since the license applica-
tion was submitted to the NRC,

“CANT has shown LES that they
aren't going away. CANT's support is

continuing to grow throughout the
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