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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-111-90-78 Date November 26, 1990

This preliminary notificetion constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
pablic interest significance. The information is as initially received without

verification or evaluation, and 1s besically al) that is known by the Regicn 111
staff on this date. @&l)
Facility: Syncor Corp. ticensee Emergency Classification

Akron, Ohio enera! Emergency S1te Area Emergenc

Alert Unusual Event_ N/A {__

34-19008-01 (MD;
Subject: MISLABELING OF D AGNOSTIC RADIOPHARMACEUTICALS

On November 23, 1990, 12 ,ndividual doses of a radiopharmaceutics) containing
technetium-99m were mislobeled resulting in 11 diagnostic misadministrations., The
individual dose labels indicated the material was Tc99m-MDP, a bone imaging agent. In
fact, the material was Tc-99m-DTPA, & kidney ima?ing radiophermaceut1ca?. The doses
were distributed to 8 Akron ares hospitals and 11 of them were used for diagnostic
tests on patients. The error was discovered when the hospitals reported that the test
results were different than those anticipated.

The licensee attributed the error to & misreading of the label on the vial containing
the bulk guantity of the material.

Region 111 (Chicago) will review the circumstances of the error, determine causa)
factors, and evaluate corrective actions during a specia)l inspection of the licensee.

The State of Ohio will be notified. The information in this Preliminary Notification
has been reviewed with licensee nanagement,

Region 111 was notified of this incident by the licensee at 2:30 p.m. on November 23,
1990, This information 1s current as of 10 a.m., November 26, 1990,
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