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Docket No. 50-285/90-38
License No. DPR-40

Omaha Public Power District
ATTN: W. G. Gates, Division Manager

Nuclear Operations
444 South 16th Street Mall
Mail Stop BE/EP4
Omaha, Nebraska 68102-2247

Gentlemen:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF VIOLATION (NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 50-285/90-38)

This refers to the inspection conducted by Messrs. R. Mullikin, T. Reis, and
G. Pick of this office on September 11 through October 22, 1990. The inspection
included a review of activities authorized for your Fort Calhoun Station,

facility. At the_ conclusion of the inspection, the findings were discussed
with those members of your staft identified in the enclosed report.

Areas examined during the inspection are identified in the report. Within
these areas,.the inspection consisted of selective examination of procedures
and representative records, interviews with personnel, and observations of
activities in progress.

Based on the results'of this inspection, certain of your activities appeared to
be in violation of NRC requirements as specified in the enclosed Notice of
Violation (Notice). We are concerned about the violation because it shows a

' lapse in the effectiveness of your enhancement program in the area of design
basis reconstitution.

You are required to respond to this letter and should follow the instructions
-.in the enclosed Notice when preparing your response. In your response, you
should document the specific actions taken and any additional actions you plan
to prevent recurrence. After reviewing your response to this Notice, including
your proposed corrective actions and the results of' future inspections, the NRC
will determine whether further NRC enforcement action is necessary to ensure
compliance with_NRC regulatory requirements.

In addition, as a result of continuing problems in your equipment tagging
program, you have committed to study programs at other facilities which are
recognized-in the industry as having superior programs, and incorporate lessons
-learned by March 1, 1991. Further, it is our understanding that you will
' thoroughly brief_your operations personnel on the_results of the apparent
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procedural noncompliance regarding the boric acid batching issue of May 1990. I

The specifics of your commitments are outlined in paragraph 8 of the enclosed j
report. Should your understanding of these commitments differ from ours. I

please contact me immediately. |

During this inspection, a concern was identified with respect to your
discarding of physical evidence that could have been analyzed to determine the

'specific root cause for the failure of the seal cartridge installed in Reacter
Coolant Pump RC-3A. During previous events, physical evidence was discarded
and, as a result, you stated that a procedure would be issued, as a program
enhancement, to maintain all evidence for analysis. We are concerned that the ,

i- program. enhancement you implemented may not provide the appropriate controls
for maintaining physical evidence to ensure that the evidence is ave 11able for r

analysis. For this reason, it is requested that you submit a letter to this
office describing the actions that you plan to take to ensure that appropriate
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controls have been implemented. |

One unresolved item is identified in paragraph 4.b of the enclosed inspection
report.

We have also examined actions you have taken with regard to previously
identified inspection findings. The status of these items is identified in
paragraph 8 of the enclosed report.

.In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's " Pules of Practice," a copy of '

this-letter and its enclosures will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room.

The responses directed by this letter and the enclosed Noti ) are not subject
.

to the clearance procedures of the Office of Management and Budget as required !
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-511.

Should you have any questions concerning this inspection, we will be pleased to
discuss.them with you.

Sincerely,
|
1

!

Samuel J. Collins, Director |
Division of Reactor Projects

!

Enclosures: I
1. Appendix A - Notice of Violation 1

|= 2. Appendix B - NRC Inspection Report
| 50-285/90-38 ;

cc.w/ Enclosures: (see next page) |
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cc w/ Enclosures: I

LeBoeuf, Lamb, Leiby & MacRae
ATTN: Harry H. Voigt, Esq.
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Wa:,hington, D.C. 20036

Washington County Board
of Supervisors

ATTN: Jack Jensen, Chairman
Blair, Nebraska 68008

Combustion Engineering, Inc.
,

ATTN: Charles B. Brinkman, Manager '

Washington Nuclear Operations
12300 Twinbrook Parkway, Suite 330
Rockville Maryland 20852

!Nebraska Department of Health
ATTN: Harold Borchert, Director

Division of Radiological Health
301 Centennial Mall, South
P.O. Box 95007 ,

Lincoln, Nebraska _68509 i

I
Fort Calhoun Station
ATTN: T. L. Patterson, Manager ;

P.O. Box 399 <

Fort-Calhoun, Nebraska 68023

bec to DMB (IE01)

bec distrib by RIV:
"R. D. Martin * Resident Inspector
*DRSS-FRPS *SectionChief(DRP/C)
* MIS System *RIV File
*DRP;- *RSTS Operator-
* Project Engineer (DRP/C) Lisa.Shea, RM/ALF

l' *A. Bournia, NRR Project Manager (MS: 13-D-18) . *DRS -

G. F. Sanborn, E0 C. A. Hackney, RSLO l,
~

R.. Wise, AC j

*w/766 !
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