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The safety-related area had to be completely "enclosed" by 3-hour rated
barriers.

The barriers associated with the three affected areas did not meet all the above
criteria and, as such, were not considered to be governed by Technical Specification
3.7.9. These criteria have been determined not to be appropriate for determining
Technical Specification applicability to fire barriers,

A contributing cause was the lack of specific guidance for determining the status of
plant fire areas and required compensatory measures when fire barriers are degraded
or non-functional., Several drawings must be consulted to determine which fire
barriers are required to be Operable by Technical Specification 3.7.9 for a specific
safety-related area. 1t was necessary to use one set of drawings to determine the
location of fire area boundaries, and another set of drawings to identify the fire
resistance rating of the fire area boundaries. Procedural guidance on how to
accomplish this was not provided.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The fire barriers governed by Technical Specification 3.7.9 were defined on the set
of drawings identifying fire area boundaries.

The list of penetration fire barrier seals (FP-903) will be revised, by November 30,
1990, to reflect the Technical Specification status of the associated fire barriers.

Appropriate Plant procedures and documents will be updated to identify which fire
barriers are governed by Technical Specification 3.7.9, and to provide specific
guidance on how to determine that a fire barrier is governed by the Technical
Specification. This will be completed by June 30, 1991.

SICNIFICANCE OF OCCURRENCE

An hourly fire patrol was established for an area with i« non-functional barrier. The
sreas were found to be satisfactory during routine inspections for transient
combustibles. Thus, this event ''d not cause a significant degradation of
operational safety nor have any effect on public hcalth and safety.

PREVIOUS SIMILAR EVENTS

A review of previous Licensee Event Reports identified LER 87-35, "Fire Doors Made
Inoperable Due to Personnel Error", as a similar event. LER 87-35 involved an event
where an hourly fire patrol was not established for two fire doors. Due to a
procedural inadequacy, the doors had not been labeled as fire doors. As these doors
were recognized as Technical Specification fire barriers, the corrective action taken
(ensure fire doors were properly labeled) would not have prevented this event,
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