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A.

Plant Status

At the time of this event, Arkansas Nuclear One, Unit One (ANO~1) was in the
refueling shutdown condition. Refueling outage 1R9 was in progress,

Event Description

On October 26, 1990, at approximately 1010, Operations personnel identified that
a vielation of the ANO=1 Technical Specifications had occurred, Irradiated fuel
handling operations had begun with greater than 720 operating hours on the Spent
Fuel Ventilation System |VG] since its last surveillance. This is in conflict
with ANO-1 Technical Specification 4.17.3, which states thot specific tests and
sample analysis shall be performed within 720 system opers.ing hours prior to
irradiated fuel handling operations in the auxiliary huiiding.

On October 16, 1990, the prerequisites of the Refueling Shuffle" procedure
(1502.004) were begun in preparation for refueling operations., In accordance
with the procedure, Operations personnel contacted Engineering Programs to get
the Spent Fuel Ventilation System opeirating hours at the time of the last
surveillance to verify that the system met the total operating hours
requirements of Technical Specification 4,17.3, At the time of this
verification, the system was in service and had less than 700 total operating
hours since {ts last surveillance, However, due to refueling equipment
problems, the prerequisites were not completed until October 21, at which time
fuel handling activities were begun.

On October 26, 1990, it was identified by Operations personnel that the total
oferating hours since the last surveillance of the Spent Fuel Ventilation System
had been greater than 720 hours (approximately 785 hours) at the time fuel
movement was begun. All fuel movement was immediately halted when this
condition was identified, Surveillance of the Spent Fuel Ventilation System was
satisfactorily performed on October 26, 1990 in acco,dance with the "In-Place
testing of Ventilation § tems Containing HEPA and Carbon Filters" procedure
(1092.081).

Root Cause

The "Interrogation of Tech. Spec, Surv., Limit, Safety-Related Ventilation
Sysiems" procedure (1092.080) {. performed weekly by Operations personnel to
ensurs that the applicable veutilation systems remain within the limit of 720
hours between tests, Presently, procedure 1092,080 requires the operators to
record only the current run time numbers for each unit and forward the forms to
Engineering Programs personnel, who then calculate the tota! run times for each
unit since its last surveillance and schedule tests, as required. However, due
to the inherent delays in the processing of completed surveillances, the
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D.

previous two weekly siarveillances were not received by Engineering Programs
until October 26. If this information had been received expeditiously,
Engineering Programs would have scheduled the required surveillance.
Additionally, Engineering Programs personnel were not aware that the Spent Fuel
Ventilation S8ystem had been run continuously since its last surveillance test,
Considering the above, it was concluded that the root cause of this event was an
inadequate procedure to ensure that the Technical Specifications related
ventilation system tests and analyses are performed at their required
frequencles,

Corrective Actions

As previously stated, all fuel movement was immediately halted when this
condition was discovered, The ventilation system was successfully tested in
accordance with the "In-Place Testing of Ventilation Systems Containing HEPA and
Carbon Filters" procedure (1092,081) On October 26, 1990,

In order to prevent recurrence of simllar events, procedure 1092,080 is being
revised to require Operations to perform the total run time calculations and to
ensure that Engineering Programs (s given sufficient notice to schedule and
perform ventilation system surveillances within the required operating time
limits. The procedure will also require Engineering Programs to notify
Operations of the equ’'pment run time at the time surveillances are performed,
This revision is expected to be completed by December 7, 1990,

Procedure 1092.080 also includes run time data collection and evaluation for
other Technical Specificatiors related ventilation systems of ANO-1 and ANO-2,
Therefore, this revision should also ensure that tests and analyses for these
systems are completed when required,

Safoty Significance

This event is not considered to be safety significant zince subsaquent testing
of the Spent Fuel Ventilation System verified that it had remained operable
during fuel handling operations,

Bas{s For Reportability

Since irradisted fuel handling operations were begun with greater than 720
operating nours on the Spent Fuel Ventilation System since its last
surveillance, which is in conflict with Technical Specification 4.17.3, this
condition is reportable pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B) as operation
prohibited by Technical Specifications.
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G, Additional Information

There have been no previous similar events reported in which (rradiated fue)
handling was begun without performing required prerequisite surveillance,

Energy Industry ldentification System (E118) codes are identified in the text as
1XX]).



