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THIS REFER * TO YOUR CABLE OF ?C 7 20 I f -I 4

1. THE FRODUC TS SOLD BY TAI-VANG CU. eu mvn . LINE L'Ir 45 ME J-
TIONED IN OUR PREVIOUS C ABLE TO MR. ?:Urv.- m- . c EGOM DATE5 FEB 11
AND MARCH 1 RESPECTIVELY. AFTER TAI-YANG FURTHEf4 INDEITIOATED
THEIR DELIVERY BILL AND FRODUCTION RECORD,' THE PRODU*TS (21
ITEMS. ABOUT C TONL) SHIPPED ON THE DATES INDICATED ABOVE WERE
IDENTIFIED AS MANUFACTURED DURING THE PERIOD JAN 27 - FEB 8.
SINCE THE MELTING FURNACE AT TAI-YANG HAS SMALL CAF'ACITY (ABOUT
750 KG) BUT WITH CONSIDERABLY LARGE VOLUME OF FLOvi, THERECORE,
THE DILUTING RATE OF RADIATION CONTAMINATION IS i>AST, Ar D HENCE
CONTAMINATED PRODUCTS AMONG THE5E.9 TON 5 SHOULD'BE RELATIVELY
FEW. ,

2. ANALYSIS MADE BY THIS COUNCIL FOR SAMPLES FROM ITEMS MANU- i

FACTURED BEFORE JAN 27 AND HALF A YEAR AFTER ~EB 6 HA5 FOUND iNO CONTAMINATION. FROM THIS IT C AN BE St. ID THAT T-iE C OteTAMIN ~ TION
PROBLEM OCCURRED ONLY WITH PRODUCTS NAr4UFACTURED BET EE.4 JAA *7
AND FEB 8, 1983.
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ATTACHMENT C

ANALYTICAL LABORATORY RESULTS FROM U. S.

AND

'

TAIWAN ANALYSES OF CONTAMINATED
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Stats d Cdifwnio Departm:nt of Health Servkw
.- .

A4 e nn o r a n d u nn !

] To Don Honey De. Sep ember e ,1984i
'

Radiologic Health Branen. Sacramento
Sub emt

VIA 3. R. Ta.51in, Ph.D., Chief 3(i-.

3anitation & Radiation Laboratory Jec .isn.

i
)

'
F om ' iGeorge Uyesugi

Research dadiochemiet
Sani etion &. Radiation Lu c -;;. y iac . ). . .

1

)
.

1

d0 pieces each--coupling nuts anc Ine . "T" joint pipe fittin.gs--w ere
1'

I

delivered by Federal Express on Ceptemcer 1, 1984 ix:ept for * coupling
nut which was in a plastic b: g ar.d. a:arked "h x 3Xg", others we re leasely-

packed in a carton bax. There were no sampling slips or other iden:1fying
information. Each nut and "T" were numbered 1 thrcugh 20. Each piece was
monitored with a survey meter bafore countea on two Oe(Li) gamma spectrometers.
The nuts were counted flat side down and the "Ts" numbered siae up. Sample
No. 2 was also counted numbered side down and i.s marked wl:h an ".

Although the activity appeared to be uniform, because of tne difference in
geometry, the reported values of the "T" are on the conservative . siae. Al-_

pieces were contaminated with Co-60 snd 1 332 MeV photopeak .4.s used ir. re-
porting the resulta. Co-60 counting eff;ciencies for Se(Li) #1 and #2 at

t

. ?2 MeV are 0 964 snd 1 95%, rem;=ctively. The seemetry of tne ca;. rste'*

acandards,is a 2" diameter by %" -hics pinatic petri dish filled with
Drierite (annydrite calcium sulfats density 2.96) anc radienuclide standards
maded.

3*(Lis Deteetc- (rCi/ea}

3amel? No. Cetd ine r.ut (etc 'i=-; "T'' 4 e _ at : r ma)
'

202*0 ; 360 (a5 min) ~67 ; 5 ' min)
i 2

207EO ; 225 (LC cin,
6 '''O mi' 3a4 ; 't ii' in)* a ,2 ;r 2.

:
.

22 ;c' 2:n).

. . .

'-18 (betch,' -996 : ;) (1cc ,.n)
2-3 "-

13-a ; $6 ( 10' air. ':
9_-h "

th15 - is (100 min)
15- ?? "

94? : ?5 i'00 rin,
Saen ciece was subsequently ccur.t ed for fC minu tes on = '. ' x 5" :bI(T1,
detector connected ta a '.C-65 zu ci-en-nr al analyzer. 1.??2 heV :.ictopeal
was bracketes between 2 nnrkers and the not peak counta were cet rminea 8 y
subtracting the Compton table (including background) :.om the :t.t1 ccuntn.
The counting efficiency of 3o-60 at 1 3?"; MeV woe 5.rl.5.
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2- September 11,'196kDon Honey -

.

4" x :." M (?l) Detector (>C'.,3a)

. c

Samole No. Coucling cut "T" joint

1 20 420 .+_'? 40 266 +'24
_ ,

2 1171 + 3i 582 + 33
_ . -

547 + 54=
_

3 353 - 37' k*9 + ?3

472 _ -4*.
- .

4 740 + 35 549 + .??
- .

,

5 552 : 38 173 .2L

6 263 _+ 24 1k6 _+ 22 g
;

7 54 - 22 ?O? - 24
'

- -

8 1100 + '.3.' 2*5 - 2h
' '

. .

1 5 + 21-- lo: ; 2369

10 d10 + 24 322 + 27
t

863 . a? - 464 + 35i . -.,

| 12 137 + 2' "s9 + ':2
. .

1? 1'9 _-22 ico + '9
_ .

w tor 8 _ ~6 ' +

_ _ 27
- +

$

. _ .
,

'

17 7'' + ?6 O+ 4
. .

e *r 4* . k +
. .

19 6ti: 2j 2'' + 2,7 i- -
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'destern Acerican Manufacturing, Inc.
Investigation 3082984

On August 20, 1984, Don Honey (Head, RE3) called our office to report the
discovery in San Diego of a plumbing tee (l" equal) that contnined an i

'

esticated 0.2 to 0 5 microcuries of co 60. This was determined by Fra=k
Bold of Gulf Atomics. The tee had been purchased from a Handi=an Store in
Solano Beach. hH- had obtained the tee from Vestern American Manufa.:turing

,

Inc. (%JCO located at 25395 Rye Canyon, Valencia, California 91335.

Jic Rowles caned WAMI and talked with ?6. Gene thyfield (Vice Pr-sident and
.eneral Mana6er) and set an appoint =ent for 8:00 a.m., Augus: 30; 1984 The

problem was described to Ik. Mayfield.

IE. Rowles arrived at 8:00 a.m. on August 30,198k and met with 1k. Ihyfield
uno introduced Fr. S.I. Eong, their international representative. Fe .Eeng

produced a telex from Coin Brand, Taiwan, the manufacturer (copy attachtd).
Fr. Mayfield described VAMI's operation as that of a major wholesaler to
distributors throughout the United States. VAMI distributes black pipe,
galvanized pipe, clean iron pipe and plactic pipe up to 2 inches. They also
packa6e and nu=ber tha fittings to custe=er specifications.

_

The building VAMI occupies is a square shell 6ut 3C0 f.et on a side cr.d
30 feet high. Offices are on a second ficor. T.:e cain fl:,or is p'eti;.icmd
int o several functional areas ; cetal fittings (partc), 1.cstic fi' t .ngs (pa- *s.' ,

4

paccaged parts such as facet kits, toile- kits, etc., a ::ckagin6 area wherr.e

itt:cs and Orders are shrink vrapped and/or boxed and a machine shop 1rea where
pipe is cut and threaded. Pipe storage is ou tside. A cim witn ths nace

,

Conart Products, Inc. is displayed on the south and west aides of the building. |

FS. Ecules used a Eberline Rascal (#267) vith a SPA-3 UAI 2cintillatics probe;

set to accept photon energies from 000 1<V to H2O kV. fne eccplete building )
and Erounds i.ere surveyed by valicing slowly along aisles and piles of material 1

and # nting the probe towards boxes nt about 1 foot distence. The speaker
was "on" and the selector switch uns set on fast rate c:ede (D) to obtnin

' cpm rates. The probe was held at a distance of about one foot from the boxes
for severci seconds. The only items that read above background (l?.0-1f,0 cpa)
by a factor of tuo or more were one pallet of 23 boxes ('.00 each) of 1" pipe
tees of salvanized iron and a box (320 items; and a half Cl3'r left of 150
items) of l''" pipe locknuts (backnuts). The bcxes were ndi.-idually coved
about one meter from each other/ pallet in an isolated area and ccunted for
one minute. The probe end was held in contact with the surface cf tha top
and each of the four sides. Results are attached. 2 e 23 bens of tees
(top counts only) had a g-ess coun range f c 216 cp= to 4/L cpn with the
avera5e being 348 cpm and a standard deviation of 86 cp=. The n:11 F v: cf

03201ceknuts counted 2? 6 cpm c-cas. Th2 Rascal S ves '' cpn n r for .3
cic-orcentgen per hour.

. _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ .
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estern American Manufacturing, Inc.
* *

Investigation #082984
Page 2

The boxes were all placed on the pallet and FE. F.ayfield was instructed to
isolate and secure these itecs until released by cur office. Tho radioactivity
appeared below the levels requiring placarding so this was not recuired of -
Mr. Mayfield. A letter (copy attached) from Al Fergusca to Mr. Mayfield
documented the ses egration and hold order.

Mr. Mayfield could not date the receipt of the tees. He felt they could
be 2-3 years old since they were so dusty. He pointed out that an employee
fills an order by taking items from stock that is handy. He said they have
no way of referencing which custocer received parts from a given purchase
order or batch of stocked items. Mr. Mayfield said the number of the tee
(1591-1727) from the Hanhan Store is from a discontinued system. Thus,
the tee found by GA had to be at least 6-8 weeks old.

,

&.S.Y. Hong pointed out that one order from Coin 3rnnd ('JAMI 108k-1) which
was received in March 1984 identified 320 locknuts by the nunber 1092. This
number was found stamped on the box of 320 locknuts. This ser:e order shows
2300 one inch tees (banded, eoual) but all 2300 tees were found. This
suggested that the radioactive tee found by GA cace from a different box or
lot. See attached copies of 2 orders in 1964

Mr. Mayfield said they sell many tees (thousands per conth) but few locknuts
(tens per year). He also said theyship all. over tne U.S. and wouli .ha- e to C;
through individual invoices to establish sho re 1" tees or IS" lcchnuts.
Mr. Mayfield said he would get Kr. dans te suppir :he inf ecation on these
bones to the Coin Brand representative, W. Roc;g ?.C. Lui, Speceo Cc., Ltd.

| Hao Ran Mans:.on, 4th 'loct, #10, La.c 180, Kaong Fu Sou'h Road, Taipei,
Taiwan. Tnis would help Coin establish the source of rtdioacti city.

On' Septecher 4, '.9%, &. lir,7 field wc3 c';r ;cc vi a:A said tha- Coin irand
had matchi.d tne box numbers of the tees te an order 9.ich uns received by
'4A!C en March 2,1983 Jim Ro'.:les asked th . Mayfield how mr// toes .;ere in
that order. &. Mayfield sais he would have .c call back.

Don Honey (California, RHB-Sacramento) hni wanted 20 tees r.d 20 locknuts
for their lab to analyse. On August W,1.934, Jin R: wit: obtnined 21 tees
from box 262 (a poor choice) and 21 locknuts from bo:: 1092. 'ih r : li tioneli

i one of each was for LACDHS use. 6. Rowles had viewed +he coxes cf tecs to
have sufficiently uniforn count rates to cample fic: the sinsle open box;

| rather than open 19 boxes to take one out of oach.

Before the eacples were chipped to Sacramento en Aupu.st 31,19% ct 3:C0 p.n.
Jim Rowles counted each tee and locknut for one minute in contcct with the
face of the SPA-3 probe. Only one locknut counred above twics back:;rounf ,
which ece et $x background. This 3ccknu a. .qged op;rately .:?t the
others son- to Sacramento. See attached list or ;rrc: 2 coun;s.

|

!

.

|
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Western k:+srican !!anufacturins, Inc. ,' .- .

Investigation I/082984
Page 3

Af ter return to the office, Jim Rowles calibrated the Rascal against a Co-60
standard and dete.::ined, for the setting used, that the instrument produced
50 cpm net for each 1.0 microrcentgens per hour. It was also determined
that IV. Rcwles had used the instrument off the Cc 60 peaks. See attached.

On September 4, IC84, Den Honey, Al Ferguson and Jim Rowles discussed the
incident. On Septe=ber 4,1984, NRC, Region V. people (Jack Horner and Bob
Thomas) called It , Ferguson and it . Rovies and also discussed the incidact.

On September 6,1984, Don Honey called and identified the manufacturer of
the tees and lock:mts as a Tai Yang Company. Mr. Honey stated the batch of
contan:inated tees and locknuts were made in January / February 1983 and shipped
to Cohart, the sole U.S. customer, in February / March 1983 (the tees) and
April 1984 (the locknuts).

On September 6,1984, Jim R:wles called WAIC and talkad with Mr.' Mayfield
Iand Mr. Wong. They tied the two shipments of the 1000-series and 2CO-aeries

tees to two April 1983 received orders. One shipment had' 2400 tees and one
shipment had 3800 tees. It . Hong stated that WAFE sells about 3300 taes a
conth so they are long gone. It. Mayfield stated that 'the three largest
customers by a wide ma:"in are ACE, COTTSR cnd National Lu=ber.

Fh . Hong said he received ever 8 calls from Taiwan -from the scared people
there. He was reliend te hear that the Taiwan Ato ic Bureau had chocked
the whole plant and a countain of scr:; end did not find anything. But the
people there are very scarad.

'i
i

i

.
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ATOMIC ENERGY COUNCIL, EXECUTIVE YUANs

s7.LANei44i -
nsstuNG McAD. SECTloN 4YAIPEa T AtW AN.107:

nt90suC of CHINA4

i Mr. Yu SungI
Director September 8, 1984
Science Division

4

i
CCNAA

i
4

\

uest kr. Sung:
.

3

on September 4 and 5 we collected thensamples

selected by preliminary surveymet
;

with pro, duction dates spanning J suspected1983
for analysis by National Laboanuary 27 - February 8,er measurements,by an, analysis-report coming outSeptember 5 ratory.

the samples., no surface contamination was fou dof the laboratory onAs indicated
.

4

surveyme Four

However, ter at the plant and confirmed so in thsamples have been found clean by
- n of all

six of the samples showed traceradiation which as determined by
'

e lab.
with one of the samples showing

, content of
analysis is of co-60,sheet. rate of 0.104 mrad /hr.

s

For detail please see attacheda maximum surface dose
i

from which the samples were prodWe are exploring the origin
;

of the source materialinformed of any further infor ucedmation. and will keep you
!

concerning this matter.Please let me know about the
.

actions NRC is taking
.

:
r Sincerely,

1
.

s
.

ao ee
acretary General

.

4

i

:
.
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Sample Collected Sample-|- . Sample No. From Radioactive Activity Sample doseSpecification Nuclei _(uCi) rate (tarad/hr)1 Taiwan Speco Co. TEE 1-1/4" (500g)
! ILLD 0.026 O.0262' Tai Yang Co.

CROSS 3/4" (275 )9 1LLD 0.026 0.0263 Tai Yang Co.
SOCKET 3/4" (110 ) 60 -29 Co 1.67x10 10.104 0.0264 Y-Sheng Co. SOCKET 3/4" (110g). Co 1.68x10

60 -2 10.087 0.0265 Y-Sheng Co.
SOCKET 3/4" (110g) Co 1.58x10 0.0871 .026

60 -2
0. 6 Y-Sheng Co.

BRS 3/4"x1/2" (111 ) Co 1.98x10 *
~

O
9 ~

10.026 0.026a
7 .Y-Sheng Co. UNION 1/2" (195g) Co 1.91x10

D -2 10.104 0.026.. 8 Y-Sheng Co.
SOCKET 3/4" (110 )9 LLD I

"

0.026 O.0269 Y-Sheng Co. TEE 1" (310g)
ILLD*

0.026 O.02610
d Y-Sheng Co.'

BRS 2-1/2"x1-1/2" (870 ) Co 3 54x10'3
60

9 I& 0.026 O.026
*

Note: 1. LLD = 5.08 x 10-5 uci:'
"

is 2. Background = 0.026 + 0.026 mrad /hrv

* *h
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i *i 4 .F% NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
{, *) , ,1 wasmNoTov, o. c 20:55..

.: ;- .

\. , , , / AUG G11554
'

.

a

:

Note to John G. Davis.

! Donald B, Mausshardt
i

: SUBJECT: STEEL CONTAMINATION WITH COBALT-60 IMPORTED FROM TAlWAN: |
| PRELIMINARY NOTES ON FOLLOW-UP-. ACTIONS

,

> ,

A PN from Region V is to address what is presently known about very low-.
'

level cobalt-60 contamination in plumbing fixtures imported from Taban.
1

.On August 31.a conference call.was held with participants from NMSS IE.-
*

Region V. IP SP, PA'and EDO. The following.. actions were agreed upon. ,

;

1. ' Region V to prepare the PN which in addition to reporting the |facts will- compare the. level- of contamination fr. the steel - '

products to NRC decontamination criteria for facilities and -

equipment. PN to be sent to.the Commission on August 31.

2. -IP to notify the Taiwanese ~ of the contamination with two' objectives:-

Point out that they might- have 'a more severe radiologicala.
hazard in their manufacturing plants, and

b. To begin looking for the. source of-contamination and the
scope of contamination problem.

Taiwanese contact to be made by August 31,

3. Region V to participate with the State of California in analysis
of samples to , assure timely results and. appropriate analysis.
If the California efforts are not' sufficient, Re
an independent analysis '(perhaps at Livermore). gion Y to obtain

4. Region Y to join the State of California in determining from the
importer the scope of distribution of products that are potentially
contaminated.

5. NMSS to notify Customs at Washington . office of what has transpired,
.

6. IE through emergency response syst'em, to notify DOE, FEMA, EPA,
HHS, and Commissioners' assistants of what has happened.

ShW302%
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j 7. . IP to notify State Department.

8. To date, no press release by California has been issued, nor
to our knowledge any inquiry from the press. Obtained agreement,

from all parties that inquiries from the press will be referred'

| ' to PA who would respond and seek assistance from technical staff,
as necessary.

,

"

9. Bill Thompson to be designated Project Manager for NMSS to compile
. records of the incident. NMSS volunteered to prepare the report,-

j however . IE apparently has some problem with that. The issue has
yet to be settled. However, FC is proceeding on the assumption.

j that we will- prepare the report.
1

-

- f *
.-

,

Richard E. Cunningham

cc: R..G. Page
'

J
4

LW -T. Thompson !'

R. Wilde
,
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Note to: Files.

. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH TOM WYNK0WSKI, U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE

(PHONE NUMBER 566-5354)
.

I ' phoned Tom Wynkowski at about 2:00 p.m. on August 31, 1984 to inform him'

of the most recent.Co-60 contamination incident involving pipe fittings
apparently imported from Taiwan. I explained to Mr. Wynkowski that the
radiation measured on the pipe fittingr> was very low, perhaps 3-4 times
background radiation levels, and in no way presented any hazard to the public. .
I told him that the detected contamination raises a question, however, of
whether other products are contaminated at possibly higher levels.

I gave Mr. Wynkowski the facts as we presently have them concerning how
,

the contamination was detected by G.A. and the tracing of the contaminated !
-

pipe fittings to imported items from Taiwan. I explained that the NRC and the I
State.of California are working closely-together in this matter and the NRC is !

about to notify the Department of State and intend to contact Taiwan government I

authorities.to obtain available informat_ ion concerning.whether other contaminated
products may have been sent to the U.S. and if so, what levels of contamination
may possibly be present. in them.

I informed Mr. Wynkowski that the NRC has not notified the local customs people
in California and suggested that he. provide such notification if he believed the
Regional Customs Office should be informed. Mr.- Wynkowski did not indicate whether
he planned to notify them or not. . I

Mr. Wynkowski thanked me for the call and asked us to keep ~him infonned
,

of developments. I told him that we would do so.. |

7R. G. Page

cc: Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Thompso /

.
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FIXED COBALT-60 CONTAMINATED PLUMBING FITTINGS
STATUS REPORT AS OF SEPTEMBER 6, 1984

1. International Programs (IP)

IP has been in contact with the Taiwan government. In addition to
the pipe fittings found in California, IP reported that another customer

,

SLP (Short Line Products) Inc., Sharon, Mass. orders pipe fittings from -
the same exporter in Taiwan that are exported directly to SLP customers.
SLP does not maintain any stock of fittings except for 3 pieces for show
that were not contaminated; they are a sales office. The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts sent personnel to SLP to gather invoice information to
determine the whereabouts of the fittings and follow up with surveys. They
found only invoices numbers; other records (with names) are kept by customers
and Speco of Taiwan. Also, the Mass. Co. does very little business with
Taiwan. Because of the low probability of significant contamination, R I
is not going to pursue the matter any further unless they can get customer
names. IP stated that Taiwan is still investigating the situation. As of
this date the origin is not known of the Co-60 or what foundries in Taiwan
are involved. (See attached telex from Taiwan to IP.)

2. Laboratory Analysis of Pioe Fittings in California. .

Analysis of 20 pieces of fittings obtained from the California distributor
indicated a maximum of 0.08 mR/hr of Co-60 on one 350 gram fitting
("T") or about one nanocurie/ gram. The remaining 19 pieces had about

1/5 as much as the "T". (The 20 pieces were taken from one box out of 23
boxes at Western American Manufacturer - all boxes were unopened).

3. Radioactivity Limits.

.

So far, the fittings surveyed are releasable for unrestricted use. NMSS
has established a release limit of 0.2 mR/hr. However, because the fittings
may be instelled in remote locations or the unlikeliness of persons being
exposed to significant amounts of radiation, each case will be treated on
a case-by-case tasis. The 0.2 mR/hr limit is, at present, a theoretical
number and the lin.it could be raised in an individual case.

4
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Continuation 2

4. Time of Exports.

4

It was: learned on 9/5/84 that the fittings were shipped to California in
February'- March, 1983. .SLP has ordered-few fittings. .

5. California.

The licensee that returned a "T" to the hardware ~ store in California reading-

-0.05 - 0.07 mR/hr, surveyed the other fittings imported from Taiwan. No
contamination was detected. This, coupled with the lab analysis of 20 v

tother pieces. has led California to believe there is no health and safety
problem. According to Region V, California is not very-anxious about survey-
ing fittings at customers facilities. The Region volunteered but California
said no. It was their area of jurisdiction.

6. Contacts.

The office of Public Affairs, State Programs, NMSS, and the'invo.lved
~

Regions have been kept informed.
.

.

'
.'
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Johe G.' Davis, Director.
,. ..

Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

FR(N: Richard E. Cunningham, Director
.

. o

Division of' Fuel Cycle and Material. Safety j

SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT.ON CONTAMINATION' INCIDENT INVOLVING
IMPORTED PIPE FITTINGS'CONTAINING SMALL AMOUNTS OF

j . COBALT-60 ;
i \
'

|

On August 31,1984,'we were notified by IE of a report that they had - !

received from Region V concerning a contaminated plumbing pipe. fitting-
found.by General Atomics at La|Jolla,= California. The pipe fitting
had not been used and the contamination'was detected .in a routine health

! physics survey to clear the material for release from the plant site.
The sequence of events in this' incident is as follows:

August 29,1984 . Contamination in one unused pipe fitting detected, _

|. by GA (less Lthan 0.2 mrads/hr at' surface)
!

GA reported contamination (identified as' cobalt 60)-|.
: to State of California (Radiation Control Program)

i

and Region'V.

State inspectors found no additional contaminated-

fittings at~ local hardware store where GA had t
t purchased their fitting. .

August 30, 1984 - Inspectors found and embargoed several boxes of
,

contaminated fittings at wholesale supplier: i

|Western American Manufacturing
Valencia California

i

Western American Manufacturing identified 110-
,

purchasers of this type of pipe fittings. !

40 samples of contaminated fittings were sent by-

the State to a Laboratory at Berkeley for analysis.
!

. 4 "C .$ ..

| | | |
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.

- Western American Manufacturing identified their
supplier as Taiwan Speco Co., Ltd., Taipei, Taiwan.,
(first identified as Taiyang, Ltd.;'but Taiyang was

.

i

the manufacturer, Speco was the exporter).

- Region V reported 'the incident to Headquarters.

- Incident noted on Region V morning report (computer
printout)forAugust31.

- Conference call with Region V. IE, NMSS ' SP, PA
and IP to obtain latest information.

- Lafleur notified the Taiwanese Coordinating Council for
NorthAmericanAffairs-(Taiwanhasnoembassy)whosent
a cable to Taiwan about the incident.

- R. G. Page notified U. S. Customs of the incident.

- Duty Officer at Operations ' Center' notified
Commissioners'' Assistants, plus . DOE,LFEMA.
EPA and HHS.

September ~ 4,1984 _IE reported that analyses of 40 samples showed-
one pipe fitting with a concentration of 0.23
nanocuries per gram; all others were lower.
Confinned that the contaminant was cobalt-60.

- Cunningham talked with Scarano (Region V)
and learned that 23 boxes of fittings had been
embargoed at Western American Manufacturing and
that-the fittin

-

(pipe unions). gs were 1-inch tees and lock nutsOne more box of-100 fittings
apparently had been sold.

!

,

September 5, 1984 - Lafleur identified the manufacturer as Taiwan
iIndustrial Co., and their- exporting subsidiary as-

Taiwan' Speco Company, Ltd. Only one other shipment
to the U. S. was made to ,

:

Short Line Products Ltd.
128 Tond Street
Sharon, Massachusetts- 02067

Shipments took place in February and March of 1984.

"';'F...... ................I...........'....................
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- Region I located importing company under.new name
and address:

SLP Inc.
#12-B Pond Street
Sharon, Massachusetts; Telephone (617)784-9699.

Company. is only a sales office. Shipments are made
directly to customers. SLP_ has no warehouse or stock
on hand.

- IE reported that shipnents of contaminated pipe
fittings from Taiwan were made in February-
March.1983, not 1984 as originally reported.

. September 6,1984 - IP received telegram from Taiwan stating that
contaminated fittings are 1-inch tees and
lock nuts manufactured in January and February 1983.
' Inspections at the plant and warehouses in Taiwan-
. discovered a few hundred slightly contaminated
pieces made in January-February 1983.- Stocks. of
products made'after January-February 1983 show
no trace of contamination.

- California Radiation Control Program had agreed to' '

trace purchasers' of- contaminated. fittings- imported ~.

by Western American Manufacturing, with Region V
closely following progress. Upon looking into this

' matter further, California did not believe the level
of contamination-justified the effort that would be
required to locate purchasers and check every
fitting that was purchased. Also, they. objected
to Region V doing the checking. Discussions
between Region V and. the State continuing.

- Region I tried to trace purchasers of possibly
contaminated fittings imported from Taiwan by
SLP Inc. However, SLP had no records of who the
pipe fittings were to be delivered to. Region I
and the State of Massachusetts believed no further-
action indicated.

..
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- IP maintaining close contact with Taiwan to obtain
information on source of contamination, dates and i

destinations of contaminated steal shipments, and !
other infomation which may require follow-up action. |

Septanber 7,1984 - IP sent a cable to Taiwan requesting additional.

infonnation concerning how the contamination
occurred and whether additional products may have
been contaminated.

Late in the day a conference call was held involving Region II, III,
IV and V, NMSS, SP, and IP, which disclosed the following information:

- On further investigation at Western American 1

Manufacturing in Valencia, California, the State
t inspectors found that shipments of pipe tees of
| the type found to be contaminated with cobalt-60
| had been sent to:

77 Handyman Hardware stores in four states-

14 National Lumber hardware stores

Ace Hardware distribution center, in -
Oakbrook, Illinois.

l
; S&P Industries, distributors in

'

Louisville, Kentucky.

- Region V notified states where hardware stores
!are located concerning possibility of radioactive |

contamination in pipe fittings.

- Region III will visit the Ace Hardware distribution
center at 2200 Kensington Court. Oakbrook, Illinois,
to see whether they have contaminated fittings on
hand. (It was found that this is only a billing
office which has no stock on hand.)

- Region II will check with the S&P Industries
in Louisville. (S&P reported that they had
received no Taiwanese fittings since Decenber 1983,
and all fittings from the Decenber 1983 order had
been sold to hardware stores.)

i
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- Region I will be asked to send inspectors to
check with the importer in Sharon, Massachusetts.
(They obtained names and addresses of customers
to whom fittings had been shipped directly from
Taiwan.)

- No radioactive fittings have been found other
than the one tee originally found by GA and the
23 boxes embargoed at Western American Manufacturing.

- Len Cobb, IE, prepared another PN which was issued
on Monday, Septenber 10.

Original Signed by
Richard E. Cunningham

Richard E. Cunningham, Director
Division of Fuel Cycle and

Material Safety, NMSS
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