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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PR08 A8LE CONSECUENCES hrsTTl i A wash trouah intended for hand washing was desianed and built to drain to I

, the sanitary system. The trough was later used for cleaning of respirators i,,

gi.ii and similar items. Sludge from the sewage plant settling tank (put into I

o , i use 12/79) was twice dumped ef' site by a contractor. The areas are being i

rsTsl I surveyed. Present results indicate much less than 0.5 curies of insoluble

IrsTTl I activity (Co 60) present in the dump area. This is the first disposal 't

e i off-site on non-company owner property. I
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CAUSE DESCRf PTION AND CCHRECaVS ACTtONS 27

iiioit The desian assumed the sink would be used for dirt _y hands, etc. , but it I

g , was located just inside the RCA. Two years after startup, the sink was ,

,, ,,, i used for decon purposes. Due to personnel turnover, the plant staff t'

g | believed the drain went to the radwaste system. The sink is now out of use, i

g iother drains are beino checked. and dumn area survevs continue. !
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. EVENT-CONTINUED'
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A wash trough, located in the RCA but draining to the sanitary systen, has
been used since 1978 for decontaminating respirators and similar items. The
sink clogged up and maintenance personne- clearing the drain suspected it did
not drain to a radioactive waste systen. The sink was placed out of service
until the' drain path could be verified (and is still out~of service). On

~

September 13. the sink was verified to be piped to the sanitary sewer sytem.
It should be noted that the plant staff has isolated this sink several times
when the radicactive waste holdup tanks were near ' full due to their conviction
it drained to that system. Before Decenber,_1979 the sink drained to a septic
tank. During times of ht:avy(usage such as outages,' the tank liquid contents,

were pumped out and dumped by a contractor in an EPA approved site. Since
.

that~ time the systen has'gone' to an on-site sewage treatment plant. Twice,
loads of sludge from the plant settling ~ tank have been disposed of in the same

,,

manner.

The sewage plant effluent is routinely sampled and has shown less than MDA.
. .The sewage plant appears to be very effective at settling out and thus

concentrating any particulate / insoluble activity.

CAUSE-CONTINUED
.

^

The design assuined the'sinkIould be used for personal cleanup only, as are
similar sinks in locker rooms and machine shops. The present Health Physics
staff was infonned that the radioactive waste sytems were traced by their
predecessors. (There was essentially 100% turnover in the HP staff between
startup in 1976 and 1978 when the sink was first nonnally used for,

'

decontamination.) This sink is out of service.and tne drain will be rerouted
before any further use. Other.similar faci.lities in the RCA nave been

,

verified to be ' properly routed. Floor drains in the RCA are being physically'

| Verified. It should be noted that' this was a design error and the other
drains are shown on ' design drawings to be properly routed. The contractor's
dump site has been surveyed by company, state, and NRC personnel. Detailed

'"
surveys are still in progress. Some dirt has been removed-(about'6 inches

,
from an area 20 by 60 feet) and spot renovals are continuing. Uting the

| (state's) highest reported value (to date) for the removed area, it contained
! about 0.001 curie. Spe.ctral analysis to date indicates the majority of the

activity is (insoluble) cobalt 60 which presents no leaching or transport
hazards. Pond and ground water samples showed no activity above background

, and no cobalt 60.
!

| A follow-up report will ne issued.-

1

!
I'

'
s

|
i

, .

I
-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


