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¢ September 17, 1990
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-11-90-52

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest significance. The information is as inftially received without verifi-
cation or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the Region Il staff on this
date.

PACILITY: Quadrex Recycle Center Licensee Emergency Classification.
Oakridge, TN _____Notification of Unusual Event
Licensee No. R-01037-59%4 Alert

(Agreement State Licensee) Site Area Emergency
___General Emergency

Not Applicable

|

SUBJECT: PROCESS TANK LIQUID SPILL

Tennessee, an Agreement State, notified NRC Region 11 at 2:00 pm (EDT) on September 17, 1990

that Quadrex had reported a liquid spill from one of their process tanks.

Quadrex estimated that approximately six millicuries of activity contained in 700 gallons
of liquid over flowed and ran onto adjecent property. The ligquid was slightly acidic with

hydrochloric acid. The licensee spread 1ime on the affected area to neutralize the
liquid. Radiation levels were reported to be approximately 50 microroentgens per
hour. The licensee has reported that all matarials have been containec and that al)
contaminated soil would be removed.

The State sent an Inspector frem their Knoxville area office to provide oversight.

The State has declined NRC assistance at this time.

News media interest is expected

This information is current as of 3:00 pm. (CDT) on September 17, 19%0.

CONTACT: R. L. Woodruff - 841-5553
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