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Mr. Thomas t. Tipton, Dirttter

Operations $ervices DivisionManageM nt and
Support

Nuclear ManageMnt and Resources Counct)
1776 tye Street, N.W., $ Vite 300
Withington,D.C. 20005 2469

Dear Mr. Tipton:

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR PLANT CLOSURE ACTIVIT!!$ AND DICOMK!$$10NING

I have received your letter of April 3 1990, which irovided a draft white
paper ' Nuclear Flant C1cture Activities, Thst May le $ursued In Advance of An
Approved Decomissioning Plan.' The white paper has been reviewed by the NRC
staff. I feel that clarification of the way in which the 10 CFR 50.59
evaluation process is to be used is warranted.

Proceeding from an operating connerciel evelear
facility can be viewed as a three phase process. power plant to a decennissioningThe three phases are as follows:

2. plant closure prior to the request and issuance of a license
amendment to reinove the authority to operate at power (' Possession
OnlyLicense'),

2. plant closure and preparation for decennissioning after issuance of
a * Possession Only License ' but prior to approval of a proposed
decomissioning plan per 16 CFR 50.82., and,

3. Decomissioning after approval of the decennissioning plan per
10 CFR 50.82.

Licensees may make changes in the facility and'in the procedures as described
in the safety analysis report without prior NRC approval provided the proposed
change does not involve a change in the Technical $pecifications or is not an
unreviewed safety question. In this connection, until NRC authorites a change in

the status of the plant license, licensed to o>arate et the authorized power
10 CFR 50.59 analyses are to assess the

affect of the change on a plant
level. This does not preclude 10 CFR 60.5g cianges applicable to the shutdown

er defueled state, der 10 CFR 50.5g for e plant that is shut down for anin a manner similar to the procedures applicable to changesthat may be made un
extended period for major inspection or repair work. When the non. operating
status cf the plant is confirmed by the issuance of a ' possession-only'
license aNndtent, then mejer permanent changes to the facility can be carried
out under 10 CFR 50.59, provided they do not involve a change of technical
specifications or en unreviewed safety question. If there are activities that
require NRC approval of the decomissioning plan or adversely affect the
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choice of ary of the decomissionir.g options, those activities should not be
carried out under 10 CFR 50.69.

It is of course, essential that licensees raintain their facilities in a safe
condilion and that plant closure and decomissioning activities be carried out
in com'>1iance with NRC regulations. If you have any questions, plette contact
reat.301)4921284.

Sincerely,

5
Jans G. Partlow
Ahsociate Ofrector for Projects
Office of Nuclear Reactor Atgulation
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