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September 10, 1990

¥Fr., Thomes £, Tipton, Director
Cperations, Maragemant and

Support Services Otvigton
Nuclear Maragement and Resources Counct)
1776 Eye Street, N.¥,, Suite 300

Doar Mr. Tipton:
SUBJECT: NUCLEAR PLANT CLOSURE ACTIVITIES AND DECOMMISSIONING

T have recetved your Tetter of Apri) 8, 1890, which provided a draft white
peper *Kuclear Flant Closure Activities That May Be Pursued In Advence Of An
Approved Decommisgtoning Plan,® The white paper has beer reviewsd by the KRC
sRaff, 1 Tee! that clarification of the way 1n which the 10 CFR 60,89
evaluation procass 13 to be veed 15 warrarted.

Proceeding from an operating commercial nuclear power plant to & decommigsiontog
faciifty con be viewed s & three phase process. The three phases are as follows:

1o Plant closure prior to the recvest end fssuance of & YMcense

Amendment to remove the authority to operate at power (“Possession
Only License*),

Plant closure and preparation for decommigsfoning after fasvance of
o "Fossession Only License,* but prior to approvil of & propesed
cecommisstoning plan per 10 CFR 60.82., ond

3. Dacormissfoning after approve) of the decommissfoning plan per
10 CFR 50,82,

Licensees may make changes fn the facility and 1n the procedures as described
in the safety arelys's report without prior NRC opgrov|1 provided the proposed
change coes not invelve & change 1n the Technical Specifications or 14 not an
wnreviewed safety question, In this connection, wnti) NRC authorizes & change in
the stetyus of the plant Ticanse, 10 CFR BO.E5 analyses are to assess the
effect of tie change on o g’:nt T4cersed to oparate at the suthorized power
Tevel. This coes not precivde 10 CFR 60,69 changes appifcadle to the shutdown
or cafueled state, 1n & manner sinilar to the procedures applicable to changes
that may be made under 10 CFR 80,55 for o plant that s shut down for an
extenced pariod for major ‘nspaction or repair work, WwWhen the noneoperating
status of the plant 5 confirmed by the 1ssverce of & *possession=only*
l11cense amencrant, then major parmanent changes to the fact1fty can be carried
out under 10 CFR !9.59. provided they ¢o not fnvelve & change of technice)
specifications or an unreviewed sefety question, 1f there are activities that
require NRC spproval of the cecommissioning plan or sdversely sffect the
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chefce of ary of the decomissioning options, those sctivitios should not be
corried out under 10 CPR 60,65,

1t 8, of course, essentia) thet Yicersees rairtatn thetr factities fn a2 st
condition and that plant ¢losure and decommissioning sctivities be carried out

ir cor§11|rcc with KRC roguiatfons, If you Mave any questions, plecse contact
me 4t (30]) 452.1284,

Sincerely,

I\MYD

Jimes 6, Partior
Absociate Director for Profects
Office of Nuclear Reactor logu’ation




