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Process Tecmo ogy North Jersey ;

Subsidiary of RTI inc.

1081.AKE DENM ARK ROAD, ROCKAWAY, NJ 07866 -
(201) 625 8400 * FAX: (201) 625 7820

April 9, 1990

Mr. John White, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety Section C
-United States-Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King-of. Prussia,'PA 19406

License No.- 29-13613-02
Dechot No. 030-07A?2

Dear Mr. htite:
Responding to your letter of April 3, 1990 we wish to submit the
following:

The -Licensee' will designate a health physics technician to-
all monitoring whenever _ contract personnel or = otherperformindividuals: not directly employed by Process Technology of North

Jersey :are performing work in the irradiator pool or storage
pool.

This' corrective action. will ensure that the required monitoring-

is E performed -whenever these individuals remove. materials from
either-pool.

-Very truly|yours,
L

N. &Oh
'J hn~D.'Schlecht-
Radiation Safety Officer'
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cw r e . a . * * S' aav sted Padtat1on Technologv. addino,

baclur e.o.e a c cc. . .ww Jer sev ban) FDA approves poultrs irradiation.

fv FT [4EC C A iC114 ERG UPI Sc1ence Wr1 tor
WWiHINU10N TUP 1) The Food and Druo Admi ni s t r a t i on Tuesdae appro<ed

treat i r.o chl u t en ind other poel t r y with r adi at i on to cont rc l mi c r obes, thet
can cane food poisoninc.

The Deoartment of Agr i cul t ur e, which is resoonsible for inspecting meat
and poultr, producte. and Proceus Technoloov of Narth Jersee inc . of
Roc l awa . . N.J., h>d toth soucht apptosal for t readi at i on.

FDA cf+tc)als c.mphas1:ed that the Irradiat1on process doen not pose a
health theset to consumer: bec au s e it does not ute the coultr r%J1oactive.v

In a nctice to be published Wednesdev in the Federal Register, the FDA
send it hat determined that the use of gamme r +dl a t i on , e l ec t r cen radiation
and X -r e . s to treet chicicn. turlev and cther fresh or fro:en, uncool ed
poultrv is safe et the lesels belno approved.

FDA scientists described the process as the first approved method of
"pa s t eur l : 1 na " solid foods. Ac in the heat-pasteur 1:ati on of mi ll . the
a r r adi at i on proccss creatly reduces but does not eliminate all harmful
becteria. That means i r r adi a t ed poultry would be safe lonoer than untreated
poultr. tut would still r eout r e refrigeration. just as p a s.t eur i z ed mill
does.

The move marls the f a r e t use of radiation aimed at c ont r ol l i no bacteria
in food that c+use illnoss in humans. the FDA said, Irradi a ti on has
previous). been author 1:ed tc control post 3 ico11 ace. per asi t es in oraln..

fruit and c QF I .

Alth aah t f.er e +re nc e +ct f)aures of f000 001sonino cases. FDA ecterts
ha e ettimrted th+t alm s t e.er. American stffers a +00d-borne Illness ..

the wan of a . ear or t c. Sxh e p t e o d e s. can rence from a s i mpl e s tomech
eche tc debilitatino illncntet that O x 3 s t on 9 ? I + cav result in death.'

1 r. tM United States, irem 19 7 to it'? ocsite accounted -or 9.6 cercent
of the * c 3d-borm+ liln+3s t utbreals cecorted t: the federal Centers for
D 1 s e :, E e Control.

Irrediation could be vred to control such food-borne mi crct es as
" el mone) 1 a . ierEinte a r> d C emt < 1 obac t er . which ,re common in poultr e r,a e a..:

s

m il e h.> man s sici wher. t x 1 tr . Is not thoraugl- corn ed or when 1t
c on t am: n a t e r other foodi.

The FDA said its dec191on was basec on ttudies that i nc l ut:ed several in
which diets cort +1ning teradiated poultr. were fed to test animals. The
anencv said such studies showect the treatment to be effective and the
treated foods to be safe.

Irradiation could be used to pr es er s e -f ood since the earlv 1920s.
Research has ahown that while irradiation does nct mal:e foods redloactive or
unsafe. It does cause m2nor chenoc-s 111.e those caused bv canning. c oc! I ng or
f r een i no. Which may affect the f l a vor and texture of foods.

Treated foods must have labeling that states thev were treated with
r a d i e t i on and carr< an i n t er nat i onal logo svmboli:ing the process. Focal
treadiation has been used for various purposes in Japan. China. the Sos t et
Lin t o n . the Netherlands and France.

Process Technolooy has had problems with regulatorv o f -f a c i a l s in the
pest, when it operated under its previous name of Radiation Tec hnol ogy Inc.

Dr. Mar t i n Wel t , the former president of Radiation Techroloov, was
c onvi c t ed in Ju'. 1989 of st- cri mi nal counts. includino ccnsttracv to
defraud the Nuclese Regulatorv Commission, lytno to NRC investicators and
del i ber a t +)' v1olatino the Atomic Enerav Act.

NRC offIc1als s+1d Welt has been barred from scriIng for or consul tir a
wi th Proc ss Technoloov.

In eddlt1on. Fadiat1on,Technolcov Inc. pleaded qui 1ty to provtding falto
i n f ormati on to the NRC. and two former managers pleaded guilts with
consoirino to defraud the NRC.
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me 1,,a,a4, %')Amme te.t,,,Foog and a a ccmtry rney be cantaminated Exposing chicken

n waa ro sasy com. -id or. uo.mmomua.** % go.,,,,,m %,t,y to n Tamadno,conemu safet
genemni whh d me g cys dms,on a Loffkertre mamai -,

R$5' cmtml salm wi=Fa and er mud Mmoymm But arneg e*, adetuv d and
beewrta that are respapsene for as me elderly and those with comprt> to X-raVS WOuld w Dr. dew C. Iem, metant
incremos in foo$borae T**"' la eer.pauents af. peopa.ersch as can-

greatly reduce the m UnMrersity,emed the agency"has
mood immse <

s eMnicalprdensorof rnedicineat Boo-tus cout,try. 9 twith AIDS.Most d the poultry aseAnstry. how. salmwll als can cause death. In t done m. a t. t u, ,.-ever, a=M tt hae no pians to us. the tse7 en wem 44.sw mmrtws ca***
DaCtcria*

- "wlth food tatices, you creatstechnology because of 8't salmwiloele, but the Centers forcrn-
sumer resistance to irrem ' foodo. m Control say me actual mm- "" chelc* * ** f*d ad5o'7"cp<oducts. and that is what shouW beOver the last 30 years, the F.D.A. has bw la two hke O mHHon.

- tested." he said. A radiolytte productapproved Irradiation of frtifts, vege. In add!tlon tasalmonena, radiatAon is a oe-,en: that to pentia!:y tome.tables, pork, wtreat, and herbs and
spices, but opprwhwi has Inocked the could also be tssed to cmtrol camp!y-

- - - Some may be carctresmic,
lobacter jejun!. bacteria that cause 2 that seems to he a much bet.er trsde Dr. Dodswidespread use d the pescedt:rs,
to 4 smthcn cases a year d gastroirs. off than gmns to trredation. yp,y,.,g ,on went on: "There is vest .
%stinal 111 ness.

,g g
As far as the k! sows. mlY Stt: art Proctor, tM execut!ve vice effects and an equal amount of litera-

Whether or not irrad!ated food is president of the Turkey Federation. ture that shows no harmful effects insma!! amounts of he
and spkes safe may be moot. The Natlor alare being irrectated. New Yort.New

y Jersey and Mabe have banned the Brohr Council eM the Tbrkey Fed- whkh represents about 95 percent of animals.Thereis one published stud
sale o! trradiated foods. erstion said today that they have no the growers and iae. sand that on hurnans that was repo-ted in th

because of a lack of censumer acce?- American Joumst of Cinical N stri."Ihe food and drug ageecy said the intention of trradisung their prte- tance, his members were not pte- tson en 1985 whkh shewed chromo.ucts. Wi!1 tam RoenigX. an economistprocess, which does not make the
food radtonctive. would " great! ' with the Natlocal Broiler Cotmell, an nmg to irradiate their producta. Ap" somal damage" from cat!ns trradiat-
duce but does not eliminate au{the associattart representing 90 percent proving irradiation for poultry "ts a ed wheat.re-

step in the r!ght direction," he satd, In 1986 Rkhard Ronk.who was thebacteria" in poultry. !rradtmuon is a of the companies that produce and ''tet we are not going to go out and do deputy director o* the F.D.A.'s Center
process in which foods are exposed to process chicken in the United States, a consumer education campaign ~* for Food Safety and Appbed Nutri-gamma rays. X-rays or electron bom- sa56 the membersMp behewed that The approval of irradiation for uon. said the azancy wnsM conunua
bardment to kt!! Insects, molds or the effort to convince the pubite that poultry was sought by the United to permit lowevel radiation of fond
bacterna that can lead to epotlage or irradiated chicken is safe "wouM be states Department of Agriculture, without further enfrnal stud $as be-
themse. The F.D.A aHows trradation much too costly and time consuming whsch regulates meat and poultry cause after interacting with the mete- -

of up to 300 (MO rada or 3 kiloGrays. becsuse most peop e have made up prtutucts. and Radiation Techno;ogy(283*5 !" I*d. ~'"" FEY f* ' ' * * * * ' *

*

Foods that are to be trradiated are their minds. They are not neutral
ptsced on a conveyor bett.which trav- about st." Inc.of Rockaway.N J, a concern that ra6ation is not capable of formingtrradiates fooc.

R r*dolytic Pmducts, whkh might baMr. Roan? k added."Most consum. Thare are me than 1.200 scle stif- Carciaot*"k ~~c!s into a chamber protected by thickt

concrete wails. A radioactive source ers are not wt!hng to make tha tre. ic stu6cs deatmg with the sa4
ty of Dr Ronk added, *"There is no way

such as coba!t 60 or cesium 137. a cooking wff! ki!! the salmeneHa anddeoff and they are aware that proper food tiradzation, many of them hotly to test the effects of irradiated foods
conteseed. in ammat systems.
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