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it L March 29, 1994

Ms. Rita Aldrich, Frincipal Radiophysicist
Radiological Health Unit

Division of Safety and Health

New York State Department of Labor

One Main Street, Room 813

Brooklyn, KY 11201

Dear Ms. Aldrich:
1 am responding to your letter to Commissioner de Planque of January 25 1994.

We agree that there is a need for improved communication on the standards to
be applied for sealed source and device evaluations and that additional
training on the performance of such evaluations would be helpful. Based on
your comments, we will determine whether there are any Agreement States that
do not have a copy of the "quality assurance” guideline and inspection
checklist for sealed source/device manufacturers and distributors. The
guideline and checklist will be provided to all Agreement States that do not
have a copy. We have assured that all Agreement State programs are on routine
distribution for the Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards’ (NMSS)
sealed source and device newsletter. Our previous understanding was that at
least one copy of the guideline with checklist and the newsletter had been,
and were being, distributed to each Agreement State program office.

As indicated in Richard Bangart's February 11, 1994, letter, we will consider
conducting an all Agreement State training session in a future fiscal year.
This future planning is based on several factors. First, the Commission has
requested the staff to evaluate the present practice of placing Agreement
State approved sources or devices on the NRC registration 1ist so they can be
used nationwide; this review is currently underway. Second, any such training
will be more effective if it is conducted after the NRC completes the
documenting of sealed source and device standard review procedures. Third, in
an effort to communicate earlier and more effectively with Agreement States,
we have already planned a large number of general meetings, workshops on
special topics, and training courses for this fiscal year. There is little
time left this fiscal year to schedule a major training session.

We concur with your assessment that there are near term training needs of
Agreement States conducting sealed source and device reviews. We believe
there are two options to satisfy this need. First, we strongly encourage,
enlisting the assistance of an Agreement State with an adequate program of
sealed source and device reviews, to volunteer to conduct on-the-job training
for other Agreement States in need of such training. Perhaps the Organization
of Agreement States could facilitate such training among Agreement States.
Another option is, that upon request, NRC will provide on-the-job training for
a single member from any Agreement State program that is in need of sealed
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source and device review training. This training would require the person to
travel to NRC headquarters at NRC expense and work with NRC counterpart
reviewers for on-the-job training for a period of several weeks. It would
then be expected that the trained Agreement State reviewer would train other
reviewers in that Agreement State's program. MWe will notify Agreement States
of the availability of NRC on-the-job training.

We appreciate your recommendations. Please contact Lloyd Bolling at
(301) 504-2327 or Steve Baggett at (301) 504-2542 if you have any comments or
questions.

Sincerely,

4L ),

cecutive Diréctor
for Operations

cc: Eugene J. Gleason
Deputy Commissioner for Operations
New York State Energy Office
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Original signod by
 Hugh L Thompson, Jr.
// James M. Taylor

Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Eugene J. Gleason

Deputy Commissioner for Operations
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March 25, 1994
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Commissioner de Planque requested to see the attached response
before it was dispatched. Therefore, we are circulating this for any
comments or for your concurrence.

Doris Mossburg, SECY
504-1674 16H15

Enc.



