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Sacretary
U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
washington, D.C. 20555

Attn: Docketing and Service Branch

Subject: Petition to NRC (Docket No. PRM=-61-2) by New
England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution for
Rulemaking to Modify 10CFR61.55 Waste
Classification Rules

The following are comments on the petition for rulemaking
regarding waste classification rules. The petition deserves
favorable consideration, at least in part, for the reasons stated
below.

1. The petition urges re-evaluation of the environmental impact
of waste classification based on new information.

2. From work performed by the Vermont Low-Level Radiocactive
Waste Authority, a single category of nuclear power plant
waste results in 99% of the radiocactivity in Vermont waste,
while comprising less than one-half of one percent of the
volume. Specifically, this category is estimated to include
417,000 curies of a total of 421,000 curies. It consists of
an estimated 872 cubic feet of a total of 446,924 cubic
feet.

This category is identified as non-fuel reactor components
and includes usad control rods and reactor monitors. These
components are easily able to be segregated. Non-fuel
reactor components are classified as Class C.

3. A iikely result of re-evaluation of the environmental impact
of waste classification would be reclassification of non-
fuel reactor components as "greater than Class C." This
would Le a highly reasonable result for the following
reasons:
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