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mlar Mr. Surflah:

I a2 writg in resucnse to your letter of Sectator 3, 1476 to tha
Chawrwan or tne Wuclear reyulacsry Caiissizn regeralsy the Diaolo
Canyan duclear Power Plunt. Tae Jiaslo Canymn oxralinyg license

¢ wlication i3 currentiy “nding oefore the Atumic S5afety and
Licensing coard.  Since any decisions ang Fuiings vy tee licensing
beard ere suwiject to review oy the Cumissioners, it would de inaporo=
of late for tae Choirsan rescond o 1ncuiries rasaruing natters
involwa in e recoury of tae near ings, Accordingly, your lotter has
Lizen referred to ne and I ao plicsey to res-on,

Pirst, let re discuss tie status ot the piaslo Canyon Plant. Coastruction
of unit 1 wus essencially ca:.letes ia Sxing 1976, Since toen, the
unit's cperation 208 awen elayeq Fencing resolution of seimiic design
Guastions reliteo to tie ofizoure So39ri foult., oo Camiszion’s geology
anl] seisology consultant, toe U, 3. Seolngical survey, conclded that a
wagnituce 7.5 eartucuake coula cocur on tiis fault, walen runs asout

3 1/2 wiles from waa plant, This resrosents rore svare ground shaxing
tran was orijinally vica in toe zlant's decion. Tne Caasission's rego-
lations recuire taat a nuclear wwer 2lant e designsy to safely withstand
en? larjest potential eorthguass eaat could oe excected te occur at the
plant site consicerin; tee revizaal ans docal geclowy and signology and
szecific characteristics of local sutsurisce raterial. Ascordingly, the
Coauiesion's staif racoess~d an valuztion orf the 2lant's seisaic cana-
Cilities in lijag 22 wic cors sovere conulticas.,  Pacific Cas ana Electric
COUY 32 currannsly roezoenin) socd &5 aval:uition. Taese2 patters are
TOre itlly LisCuises In LiCtivn: 2.5 Sa 3.7 ot Sanoletents 4 and S5 to tae
3tali's sacety ovalustisg seaurt 2or ciacis canVohe CoOnies Of taaze

ouients are enclosey,
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Te Jo 5. Surflun

wiwh tae evaluation 15 caclatos e Jociszion's staif will roview it.
A5 wi other cases, tle ratter will ten oo reviewau oy taz inuezencent
Puvicory Comaittee on Reactor sateguariz. #2allosin) taat, the Atonie
sefety ana Licensing ooara will nold puddic acarlinis cna decide waetner
to 1ccse an operating lizensc, Adl vt w2 varicus cuatzations allowed
Ly 2 Lacansing caara will 24 wiriizz, at £ ROl acaringa, The

Jiciving Ioctor with respsct to tiie of cw.olstion will oe resolution of
tie aelstic design issuss. It wesantly avears thit it will take asout
ci3at nore sontng 1o ¢a laee L4z evalusticn and toan cunclude che
Jcensing prodess, I Ton azsure vou tact every 2iJort {3 Leing nave
G will we made to conpiate i licensing wrocess for this plant as
soon as possicle, .

1 trust you will find tois infurraticon rascnsive to your concerns,

sincerely,

I gl , o
ey C, Rusene, cirector
Offtice of inclear peactor nogulation

Linclosures

Supelenants 4 and 5
to tne Safety rvaluation
Feport for Diablo Canyon

bee:  Pacific Gas and Electric Company
ATTN: Mr, John C. Morrissey

Vice President and GCeneral Counsel .
77 Beale Street
San Francisco, California 94106
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