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I a?. writing in reaponse to your letter of Septel. oar G,1)76 t.o the '..

Caairi.mn of tne Huclear Fegulaccry Ccx a.iasi:n regardir:.3 the Diablo
cc.nyai nuclear Powr Plant. Tao Dir. slo Canym operating 1icence
a;ylication is currently pendia; betcre tne Atcaic safety andLicensing ocard. Since cny cioci.sions a2u rulings by tne licenalng
ocard are sus 3ect to reviv.; cy t .e Co. r;.iasioners, it trould ce inaporo-
priate for tae Ciniraan to resserd to in :uiries reg.'in.ir.g r.:atters
involvoa in tce record of tne nearings. Accordingly, your lotter has
teen referred to rre enJ I a::: plse.uu to resporu.t

First, let ce discuss t .e status of t1:e Olaclo Canyon Plant. Constructial
of Unit I was essentially ca:;.leted in Spring 1976. Since tnen, the ,
unit's operation has oeen delayco pen;:i.ng rezolution of scimic designquestions relt tex 2 to ec.o oficticre no gri Icult. ?.m Cc=ission's geology
anj reisnolorjy consult: ant, tae U. 5. ",eological Survey, concitxi<.d that a
an3nitude 7.5 cartnquake coula eccur on this fault, waien runs about
31/2 miles from tne plant. This represents .~ ore sovere ground chaking

|

! tnan was originally usc4 in tne plant's deci: a. :no Ccr.T;;ission's r*3u-J
latiana recuire tnat a naclear :wer plant cc desiima to safely withstand| ~

! cn2 larpst potential eart quax i:nat could oc e.yected to occur at the >

plant site consider 1::; t.,e ro;t saal ar.d Iccal geology and selsnology andi

s,4::ific criaracter.istics of local cd. urnca r'atarial. Accordingly, rr.e
Cat.aicsion's staf f reqaased cn ivalucti0n of the pl*nt's seimic capa-
L:llitier. in lijat c: t.ic c ars 2.._.cre coauitions. Pacific Oas ana ElectricCc...my 12 currendy ret r :r ir.) caca te. cv.11tution. T.iene .?atters are.

rcr a icily ainco;rde in :.ictier.L 2.5 c.;u 3. 7 or _*c . ,le. .ents 4 a.-d 5 to ble
| stag's actaty .rtaluati .a ..;rp.,rt ter vlaal: Crr.ya: . Copies of tae:se.

i doca te..ts are enclorw.
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iny.:n tan evaluation in cca.glate:: t;c Co:..is.icn's atatf wul ravicw it. -

As in otjur cases, tlw r.atter '-111 t ten .:a revle.no oy th2 irr.aopencent
Advicory 00.i.11ttee on Reactor sateguards. Fallowing tnat, the Atomic
St fety and Licensirx] Boara will nold poiic hearings c:d decide shotner
to ice.:e en o;urating II:en A. M1 ot u:a various contentions allowed
1.ry tna Lic2nsir>J dccr.2 will W. . arc; A...it t.c , a- ic nearin:Ja. ':5e
11:.:itinJ factor witn res,wct to tine cf ca pletion will rse resolution of
t.no mist:fc Gosign iscu:=.s. It >resently apparn .t5.at it will taxe atout
cipt !?.oro itent".3 to car::Icte tds evaltnticn .utj th0n conclude the
licensing process. I em assure yoo tnat every eUcrt is bainj r.aie
cnu will m rt.:ce to co: plate t ec licer. sin.J proccas for this plant as
sson as possii:le. -

I trunt you wi.11 fins coin inforratico raa,rnsive to ycur concerns.
.

Sincerely,
.
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. . . . . . ..s.. .

eksi C. Ruscne, Director
of tice of nuclear iteactor ticc;ulatica
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Enclosure:
Stpplercents 4 crxJ 5 .

to the Safety E, valuation
P.eport for Diablo Canycr. -
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bec: Pacific Gas and Electric Company
.
'

ATTN: Mr. John C. Morrissey
| Vice President and General Counsel S.
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