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On March 24, 1994, the NRC staff filed a petition for review
and/or motion for directed certification of the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board’s order, LBP-94-06. The staff had earlier filed
a motion for stay of the Board’s directives in LBP-94-06, which
is under active con. eration by the Commission. T... Commission
entered a "housekeeping" stay on March 17 to preserve the status
guo ante while the staff’s motion could be considered.

Under the usual circumstances, the Commission’s rules
provide the other parties 10 days to answer in support of or
opposition to the staff’s March 24 petition and, if the petition
ls granted, the rules normally contemplate a further opportunity
to address the issues accepted for review. See 10 C.F.R. §§
2.786((b) (3) & (d). However, strict adherence to that sequence
of filings in these circumstances would not serve the parties’
interests, because it would delay the Commission’s resolution of
these issues. Moreover, the parties’ arguments regarding the
merits of the staff’s position on the issues for which review is
sought have been substantially addressed by the answers to tha

staff’s stay motion.
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Pursuant to my authority in 10 C.F.R. § 2.772 and in
consideration of the unigue circumstances presently before the
Commission, the parties other than the staff may file an answer
to the staff’s petition for review by means that will ensure that
the answer is received by the Office of the Secretary by cloga
of business (4:15 pm Eastern Time) on Wednesday, March 30, 1994.
The answer may address any matter raised in the staff’s petition
with respect to either the propriety of Commission review or the
merits of the staff’s position on the issues. For purposes of
this matter only, the page limitation set forth in section
2.786(b) (3) is suspended.

1t is so ORDERED.

For the Commission

/ John C. Hoyle
,Ass1stant Secretary
of the Commission

Dated at Rockville, Maryland.
this 3: day of March 1994,
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