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March 24, 1994

Mr. Eugene J. Gleason
Deputy Commissioner for Operations
New York State Energy Office
Empire State Plaza, Building 2
Albany, NY 12223

Dear Mr. Gleason:

This is in response to your November 15, 1993 letter regarding the status of
the New York radiation control programs (RCPs). During our meeting on
February 10, 1994, we discussed the November 15 letter and the actions being
taken by each program to address comments and recommendations resulting from
our 1992 routine review. Based on your letters and our discussion, we are
aware of and recognize the continued efforts of the RCPs to address our

j findings. We especially recognize the efforts made by the various programs'
| staffs to draft and proceed forward with implementation of compatible

regulations, particularly with respect to 10 CFR Part 20 equivalent rules, as
discussed in your December 8, 1993 letter. We recognize that most regulations
are in their final stages of development and encourage the programs to
complete the adoption process for all regulations required for compatibility.
We plan, as part of our next review of the New York programs, scheduled for
the October time frame, to assess the status of the individual radiation
control programs' activities to address the comments and recommenditions and
at that time, we will make an overall determination of compatibility of the
New York programs.

In addition, we would like to respond to a comment made in your November 15,
1993 letter. In your letter, you pointed out that it appears NRC is
requesting that Agreement States adopt new NRC regulations well in advance of
the three year guideline applied for Agreement State adoption of new
compatible regulations. The purpose of including that section in our review
letters was to assist States in planning for future changes. Based on your
comment, we have added wording to our review letters to indicate that this
section of the letter, where we identify the need for Agreement States to

| adopt " future" regulations, deals with a matter separate from the findings of
| the current review. Upcoming regulations are not included in our
| compatibility findings at the conclusion of a review, and were not considered

in our compatibility determination for New York regulations.
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Finally, thank you for bringing to our attention an error in our October 14,
1993 letter which indicated that the New York State Department of Health
(NYSDOH) had not updated its regulations since 1974. We do note your
correction that these regulations were updated in 1979 and 1992. Moreover, we
were pleased to learn that the NYSD0H amended its regulations on February 16,
1993 to address other NRC regulations that apply to its licensees.

Sincerely, .

/7

I b ftt +a
Richard L. Bangart, Director (
Office of State Programs *
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Finally, thank you for bringing to our attention an error in our October 14,
1993 letter which indicated that the New York State Department of Health,

(NYSDOH) had not updated its regulations since 1974. We do note your
correction that these regulations were updated in 1979 and 1992. Moreover, we
were pleased to learn that the NYSD0H amended its regulations on February 16,
1993 to address other NRC regulations that apply to its licensees.

Sincerely,
OriginalSigned By

Richard L. Ta. BANGARTngarG"Di rectorAP4ARD L

Office of State Programs
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Finally, thank you for bringing to our attention an error in our October 14,
1993 letter which indicated that the New York State Department of Health
(NYSD0H) had not updated its regulations since 1974. We do note your
correction that these rcgulations were updated in 1979 and 1992. Moreover, we
were pleased to learn that the NYSDOH amended its regulations on February 16,
1993 to address other NRC regulations that apply to its licensees.

Sincerely,

Richard L. Bangart, Director
Office of State Programs
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