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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION COMMENTS
ON THE AMERICAN MINING CONGRESS MARCH 1, 1994, LETTER TO
MARCH 16-17, 1994, AMC/NRC WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

American Mining Congress (AMC) commented in Section 3 of its memorandum that
the language in the subparagraph (b) of the proposed performance-based license
condition (PBLC) is too restrictive. Therefore, AMC suggested that the word
"sigr'ficant" be inserted after the word no in each of the following PBLC
Secti. s: (b) (2) and (3) "no degradation in;" (b) (4) "no impact;" and
(b)(6) no reduction.”

The present wording is consistent with the degree of flexibility permitted by
the Commission through regulation or by the staff in license conditions.
Therefore, including the term "significant” would exceed the discretionary
grant of regulatory authority the staff is able to provide. However, in its
Commission paper on the regulatory reduction effort, the staff will inform the
Commission, and if directed will make the proposed change.

AMC commented in Section 4 of its memorandum that “licensees can provide
themselves with some protection by notifying NRC in writing (preferably
certified mail, return receipt requested) and orally of the proposed
modification which the licensee plans to imp) ment after ’'x’ number of days
unless NRC notifies the licensee of an objection."

It is the staff’s position that a lack of a notification of objection by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) does not rule out NKC determining at a
later date, a concern or problem with the licensees proposed change. The NRC
reserves the right to correct the misuse or misapplication of discretionary
actions.

The discussion section under AMC Example 6 (c) regarding changes to licensee’s
corporate structure, should state that besides a change in ownership, a change
in the "control of the license" also requires notification and a request for
an amendment .

AMC Example 4 regarding byproduct disposal of lle.(2) material without
individualized 1icense amendments is confusing. As it currently reads the
licensee 1s requesting authorization to dispose of 11e.(2) byproduct material
for its facility at any site licensed by the NRC or the agreement state to
receive and dispose of such waste. Licensees already have this authority,
therefore, AMC needs to more clearly focus the example. However, for a mill
receiving waste from offsite, the licensee cannot use the PBLC to change the
specifics for disposal provided in existing license conditions.

The discussion under AMC Example (6) states that "modifying a bioassay program
such as by red'cing the number of people subject to the program as a result of
a reduction in personnel would not require a license amendment." The bioassay
program, as described in NRC reguiatory guidance, requires sampling for a
percentage of the workers, not a specific number of workers that have to be
swmpled. Therefore, a license condition which requires bioassay in accordance
with the regulatory guidance, already allows reduction in the number of
samples without an amendment .

The discussion under AMC Example (7) states that "NRC indicated that changes

in decommissioning plans need ‘o be submitted for approval as an amendment.”

However, changes to the decommissioning plan, unless specifically excluded in
the PBLC, would not necessarily require a license amendment, if the licensee

determined that the specifics of the PBLC were met.
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MAR 4 1994

CC: Lis! for letter dated

Quivira Mining Company
ATIN: Bi1) ‘Ferdinand, Manager
Radfation Safety, Licensing &
Regulatory Affairs
6305 Waterford Blvd., " ite 325
Oklahoma City, OK 73

UNC Mining and Milling

ATTN: Juan R. Velasquez

1700 Louisiana Blvd., NE, Suite 230
Albuguerque, NM 87110

Grace Enerqgy Company
ATIN: Michael P. Grace
P.0. Box 1033

Venice, CA 9029]

Homestake Mining Company
ATIN: Fred Craft

P.0. Box 98

Grants, NM 87020

Tennessee Valley Authority

ATTN: Manager, Nuclear Licensing
and Requlatory Affairs

5N 1578

Lookout Place

1101 Market Street

Chattanooga, TN 37402

Atlas Corporation
ATTN: R, E. Blubaugh
Vice President of Environmental
and Governmental Affairs
Republic Plaza
370 Seventeenth St., Suite 3150
Denver, CO B80202-563]

Atlantic Richfield Company
ATTN: Ron S. Ziegler

P.0. Box 638

Grants, NM 87020

Hydro Resources, Inc.

ATTN: Mark Pelizza

Uranium Resources Inc.

12750 Merit Drive, Suite 1210, LB 12
Dallas, TX 75251

Sohio Western Mining Company
10 East South Temple

P.0. Box 11248

Salt Lake City, UT 84147

Ferret Exploration Company of
Nebraska, Inc.

ATTN: Steve Collings

216 Sixteenth St. Mall, Suite 810

Denver, CO 80202

Rio Algom Mining Corp.
ATIN: Bill Ferdinand, Manager
Radiation Safety, Licensing &
Regulatory Affairs
6305 Waterford Flvd., Suite 325
Oklahoma City, OK 73118

Plateau Resources Limited
P.0. Box 2111

Ticaboo

Lake Powell, UT B84533-2111




Umetco Minerals Corporation

ATIN: R. A. Van Horn
Manager of Operations

P.0. Box 1029

Grand Junction, CO 81502

Umetco Minerals Corporation

ATTN: Pat J. L. Lyons
General Superintendent

P.0. Box 151

Riverton, WY 82501

U.S. Energy Corporation
ATTN: Kenneth Webber
877 North Bth West
Riverton, WY 82501

Exxon Corporation

R

c/o Exxon Coal and Minerals Company

ATIN: Dave Range

Staff Environmental Engineer

P.0. Box 1314
Houston, TX 7725]1-1314

COGEMA, Inc.

ATIN: Robert Poyser
7401 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814-3416

COGEMA Resources, Inc.
North Butte ISL Operations
ATTN: Donna L. Wichers
935 Pendell Boulevard
Mills, WY 82644

Petrotomics Company

ATTN: Ron Juday
Supervisor

P.0. Box 8509

Shirley Basin, WY 82615

Bear Creek Uranium
ATTN: Gary Chase

Radiation Safety Officer

P.0. Box 366
Casper, WY 82602

American Nuclear Corporation
ATTN: Stephen A. Carpenter

550 North Poplar Street, Suite No. 6

Casper, WY 82602

Power Resources, Inc.
ATTN: Steve Morzenti

Vice President
1560 Broadway, Suite 1470
Denver, CO 80202

COGEMA Mining, Inc.
ATTN: Chuck Foldenauer
913 Foster Road

Casper, WY 82604

Pathfinder Mines Corporation
ATTN: Lee Nugent
Mine Manager
P.0. Box 831
Riverton, WY 82501

Pathfinder Mines Corporation
ATTN: Lee Nugent
Mine Manager
Shirley Basin Mine
Shirley Basin, WY 82615

Western Nuclear, Inc.
ATTN: Stephanie Baker

200 Union Blvd., Suite 300
Lakewood, CO 80228
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Kennecott Urantum Company
ATTN: Oscar Paulson

P.0. Box 1500

Rawlins, WY 82301

State of Nebraska
ATTIN: Tom Lamberson, Deputy Director
Department of Environmental
Quality
P.0. Box 98922
Lincoln, NE 68509-8922

State of Utah

ATTIN: William J. Sinclair, Director
Division of Radiation Control

Department of Environmental Quality

168 North 1950 West

P.0. Box 144850

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4850

State of Colorado

ATIN: Robert M. Quillin, Director
Radiat‘on Control Division

Department of Health

4300 Cherry Creek Dr., So.

Denver, CO 80222-1530

State of Washington
ATTN: Terry R. Strong, Director
Division of Radiation Protection
Department of Health
P.0. Box 47827
Dlympia, WA 98504-7827

Uranium Producers of America

ATTN: Joseph H. Card, President

c/o Jon Indall, Carpenter, Comau, et. al.
P.0. Box 669

Santa Fe, NM 87504-0669

State of New Mexico
ATTN: Benito Garcia, Chief
Hazardous and Radioactive
Materials Bureau
Camino De Los Marquez, Suite 4
P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, NM 870502

State of South Dakota
ATTN: Mike Pochop, Scientist
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources
Division of Environmental Regulation
523 £, Capitol, Joe Foss Building
Pierre, SD 57501

State of Wyoming

ATTN: Roger Fransen, Legal and
Natural Resources Specialist

State Plannin? Coordinator’'s Office

Herschler Building, 4th Floor East

Cheyenne, WY 82002

State of Texas

ATTN: Susan S. Ferguson, Director
Hazardous Waste Division

Texas Water Commission

P.0. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

American Mining Congress

ATTN: James E. Gilchrist, Vice President
1920 N Street N.W., Suite 300

Washington, DC 20036-1662

New Mexico Mining Association

ATIN: Charles E. Roybal,  xecutive Director
6020 Academy N.E., Suite 201

Albuquerque, NM 87109-3315
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Wyoming Mining Association

ATIN: Marion Loomis, Executive Director
P.0. Box 856

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82003

Utah Mining Association

ATIN: Jack E. Christensen, President
825 Kearns Building

Salt Lake City, UT 84101

Colorado Mining Association

ATTN: David R. Cole, President
1340 Colorado State Bank Building
1600 Broadway

Denver, CO 80202-4913

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
ATIN: anthony Thompson

2300 N Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037-1128
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