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ISSUE 1: The NRC's cfedibility was so undermined by the handling of the

TMI accident that the Commission should take pains to avoid even the

appearance of rejaxing safety standards. By relaxing the current emer-
gency preparedness regulations, far hore than the prestige of the agency
or the Commissioners is at stake; indeed, it is believed that the credi-
bility of NRC -is a vital component of emergency preparedness. If another
serious accident were to occur, éany lives may be saved if people have
enough faith in the dedication and truthfulness of the NRC. As thlngs

stand, substantial segnents of the population are still a11enated and
- .

cynical in their feelings about the agency to interfere seriously with

the workability of any plans for managing an emergency.

COMMISSICH RESPONSE: When the Commission published the upgraded emergency
preparedness regulations in August 1980, the subject of low power operat-
ing licenses was not addressed. At that time the Commission did not
differentiate as to what emergency planning requirements would be appli-

cable to the period of fuel loadlng and low power testwng The Commis~

sion has "01/;;E:;;E~35232g rtsks;associated with th!s level of operation

and has\Ehosg‘/p level of emergency preparednegf appropr1ate to assure

—
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\\____/
the health and safety of the public at that stage. 1In doing so, the

s cm——

Commission does not alter the high standards applicable to the review of

emergency preparedness at full power.

ISSUE 2: During low power testing there ar¢ higher risks due to
unfamiliarity of the plant operators with their particular plant and due

to undiscovered design and construction defects.




