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airs unsettling :
.

tales of trash
' 11y JOYCE MAllCEL 1 heard the details here tonight for, r

Reforner Starf the first time,"IIannum said after
liltNITLE13ORO - Arnld accu- the meeting.

sations and recriminations, stories When contacted after the meet-
of hazardous, rnedical and just ing, MacDonald, who is now the
plain unusual trash buried at .the gatehouse keeper, .said he re-
landfill surfaced during a Wind- membered the incident, .i

l

ham Solid Waste Management , "I can confirm that a box'from'
District Operations Committee Vermont - Yankee was i buried
meeting Wednesday evening. , there, and.we were told to bury it.'

The most unusual' story con- and make sure it'did not get run
cerned a box approx mately the
size of. a refrigerator, wnh pad-
locks on it, which landfill supervi- 'S00 (IHlf yOli (IOll 1#

gor Gary Knapp sak1 he buried in ' I1111 II110 ||10 I!!!)(jfill-carly summer 1990.,,

Knapp said the incident hap . fl1IHMS MOH kHOW
pened during the , time Partyka g|10lil(IH l I)0 pill III#

Hesources Management
'

managing the landfill. was I!10PC,
According to Knapp, the land-

fib's tnen-gatehouse keeper, Nan Jover by thd compactor, and not to' '
, ,

Kirschbaum, radioed to landit ( open it ourselves," MacDonald
employee Will MacDonald and? said. "It came in, inia .plekup''
told him that a box, was coming ; truck /The. instructions;were fromL
into the landfill, and he and Knapp .Jformer executive director) Steve
should . dig a hole and bury it. fJohnson."e. 1

without disturbing it,- . ._ . Recycling and llazardous Waste ,

' ?! vaguely remember.11: was C0ordinator 'Jan Ameen'said she. i
'

. suppmed / Joihave comeifrom , would research the incident.
[ Vermont ' Yankes,% Knhpp ' said.f 7) need to dig - literally - and"I'm i not . sa
%ree guys. yingt it| was metal.see what the regulations were

in a pickup - truck then," Ameen said.
brought it in. It took the three to - Another recent problem was ac

:. push it out of tim truck,"'
hsad of construction trash that had

,

i

Interim Executive Director an unpleasant odor. f
David llannum said be "was not The laridfill operators said thev j
knowhvigeable" abot.t the inci- ' xperienced dininess, headaches |e
dent.

|
"I has e heard about the box, but See TitASil, Page 10
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Ti sish
CCordinub from PAGE 1 ' ..

Ilowever,' there have been sev-
'

. and nmpealvhen they started eral occasions when syringes, IV
bags, rubber gloves and . otherworking with the trash,

. llannum said;he,. engineer.Ed- medical wastes have been buried |
ward lluntley atxt Ameen went at the landfill, Knapp said. .

down to the landfill to inspect, i "I handed you a handful of hy-
"We found. a five gallon con; podermic needles the other day,'?

toiner of degreaser in the load,'' .Knapp told Ameen. .

Ilannum said, "It was broken, and in an incident Tuesday, landfill j
it still had a top on it." , workers foundivhat they thought^

The workers were told to take a was medical waste in .a . load. of
j
'

break' while the material "voli- atrash,and called Ameen over to )
tized" or evaporated, Ameen said. 4 the landfill. . .

"There' was not much' else wef
"I was told they had waste .

|
.

.
brought from a hospital or:medi.could do," Ameen said.. |

Ned Childs of Dummersion said . cal center," Ameen said. "It was - |
the material could" have been latex gloves, swabs, and needles - |with plastic sheaths. I figured out .c "

, treated as hazardous waste : .

s

M" Dave' instructed Gary to cover -who they were from| They were -
f it 'immediately," 'Ameen said.' "In*ssed liy a' local mariufacturer. The J
i

our professional ophilon it was not . syringes contained epoxyi They .
a liquid. It was probably no more . - were used for gluing." . .
toxic than what happens at a gas Knapp said Ameen should not

pump " - .
, .

assume that 1"every needle that 1

Medical. waste seems to be on.. ' hitsi the . ground comes from ;
-

'

other problem area for the land ' Omega Optical." . .
.

.

Gordon said the sale of needles [fill.'
Federal standards require all' .was not controlled in Vermont.

medical waste generators, such an' .-Gordon also said that the district
hospitals, to separate. and ~" red- -found syringes a year ago which
bag" - all hazardous. medical came from Sa nurse doing insur-
wastes, and then have them dis- ance tests. The sharps were. re- '

posed of by certified; handlers,| . moved." , d that IV bags are not
-

said Operations" Committe? L . Ameen sai
. . considered medicalwaste.'Chairman Tony Gordon.3

Examples of hazardous. edical, i Knapp;said it:was difficult tom
waste ares needles,' Items with " find' all- the different hazardous
blomt on or in them; and old me6 ' materials in the trash loads.

" Yesterday mornirig, around aicines.
Medical waste is a "very major . quarter to seven, the t iys buried

thing " Gordon' said,;and should some stuff from . ts , nospital,"
not he buried in the landfill. Knapp saidM'There were IV bags, '

, '
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. lines, and needles, it was stuff that Gordon saki that. while-it, was
had been buried before, dug up, = ' true Ibc district wanted the reveh
and reenvered. I'minot picking up nue, it also did not'.want to pay -
a handful of hypodermies when ! later on for violations committedJ
don't know where they :come . now.. lie blamed Knapp for bury,
from."

. . .. ~ ing things illegally |
. { ;'

Gordon said that'IV bags were , "See that you don't put into thc|
the same as plastic " bread bags" - landfill. things you know shouldn't!
when they did not have needles; be pu( in there," Gordon said.'
attached. "You are: responsible. If you do

When asked about medical . chow to bury it,ityyour fault." 1
waste, MacDonald confirmed that , Knapp asked what
"there have been numerous times .y when he was." told to;he should dof bury things.
that medical waste has been bur- . "Should I let them set?" Knapp
led, that comes 'in .all different . > said(
types of trucks." - } ' G rd n sahl he sho$d pull hazs

-- . ardous material out of the landfill. ,

."As far as it goes, jhereiha'vek The. district is planning to insti ,
been-incidents where ' medical +g(ate"a series of <randorrfload in?T

waste; has been' buried,"NMaciispections?cnglAcer lluntley said.
. Donald said. L"To my;way: .of. Ameen said that she wouhl start
thinking, you cannot ? get peoplel'today toivrite:an ," operating' pro-
involved in picking through medi cedure for. handling . medical
cal waste once it happens. There . waste," for the staffL
was an incident last year that in- "I'm trying to get trash on the
volved (hauler) Wood Enterprises. ground, compacted, and covered."

. from Massachusetts. The medical Knapp said.d'Every single truck'
waste came from Franklin Medi-
',.at Center. It was run over by a . coming into 'the landfill has haz.

.

ardous waste." 4
'

compactor before we. realized It' ' Gordon toldIa storycabout'am4
was medical waste. It was more or monia being released from a re . '

less unretrievable and > mixed in frigerator at thelandfillJ . !

the trash.1 do remember there
. "There was a refrigerator bur; Iwas blood involved. The second 4 led in a~ box that was dumped in '

incident ~ we had with them, the September /OGordon said. "The!
waste was retrieved. Wood Ene .
terprises was told not to bring ' . u(workers) didn't know it was therc $

.

ntil they rolled over it 'and split a'
Franklin , Medical . waste i here , line; Then they had to back off and i {again. ' wait for the gas to clears"- ' jl
/At the meeting, Ameen said she After the meeting, Ilannum said j
should be told every time medicals ' the district tried to take all Lthei 5

,

items are'found in the trash. hazardous waste out of:the landd
a"The staff should know better ,: filk .

, . ; - f'Qs
,.

."We . try, to ' get all, the tireslithan to bury medical waste.". _.
inetals, small cans of paint a' botiiKnapp said he did not want to be

~ t

blamed ' forJ burying hazardous , Ltle of nail polish," llannum'said.M
materials.. '

. There is an issue if you can't tell 5" '

"Everything is coming down on 7 a needle from ,a hospital from one'' '

me 'and my staff," Knapp said.' with glue." " - '
'

;
"When there are 13 rubbish trucks Ameen % aid isometimes the
waiting |1 don't have enough time landfill operators think they have;
to look for a couple of hearing aid medical waste when they do not.
batteries or a handful ot needles "The stuff we found yesterday ,

~

. You want more rubbish to fill the , looked like medical waste, gloves,
hole to make moneyi.but at the Syringes. . swabs," Ameen said.

~

same time you want me to take all "What the guys think is medical '

the nasty stuif out of there " waste may be sotnething else."
.
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