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As requested, RCI has reviewed the subject report and associated' documents
for technical validity. We have the following comments.

~

1. There are.five locations where we question the appropriateness or
accuracy o,f the conclusions.

. .

a. On page 45, in the first sentence' of allegation 22. finding b, and on
page 48, in the first sentence of allegation 23, finding b, the state- ,.+- 4
ment is made that the condenser is not classified as a Code vessel "as
the shell side is under vacuum". This conclusion is not valid. The -

AskE Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, in both Section III", Nuclear.
~~

- Cor:ponents, and Section YIII, Unfired Pressure Vessels, provides rules
for design and construction of components to operate under vacuum (or
external pressure). It is a true, and in 'our opinion, sufficient..

. statement that the condenser is not a safety-related unit, and is not'
classified as an ASME Code Vessel. We recommend the quoted phrase be .

deleted in both locations. -

.

b. On page 47, the last sentence of the first (partial) paragraph reads .
"This was confirmed by the NRC." We find no basis or support for
that statement.

c. On page 48, the first full sentence. We do not uncierstand the rationale-

for selecting the outlet tube ends for examination since, if the tubes
were inserted from the outlet side, 'the end projection would be the only
part of a tube which had not been pushed through a tube sheet or support-

pl ate. Tube end damage, if any were to be found, would most likely
occur on the inlet tube end which would have been. pushed through both
tube sheets, and every support plate.-

:

d. Paos 54, the last sentence of the first (partial) paragraph. We do not
understand the use of the words, "This request to withold." We find no
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Mr. Leighton K. Chong -2-. .

.

wish to acknowledge your interest in nuclear safety and encourage you to submit
any additional information which might identify overlooked problem areas or
which might enhance the safety of the public. Your cooperation in
these matters is appreciated.
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