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' March 14,1994'

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Ref: Docket 50-27

Dear Sir:

In accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.64(C)(2), Washington State University hereby
officially notifies the Commission that funds for the actual conversion of the WSU reactor from
IlEU to LEU will not be available during fiscal year 1994. Ilowever, Washington State
University has received a grant (No. DE FG02-92ER75748) from the DOE which provides
$106,094.00 for the first year (August 16.1992 through August 14,1993) of a two year project to
accomplish the safety analysis phase of the conversion. A copy of the Notice of Financia!
Assistance Award is enclosed. We are in the process of doing the neutronics calculations
necessary to write the Safety Analysis Report for the low enriched uranium replacement fuel.

The DOE has requested Washington State University to apply for several no fund extensions to the
first year grant. The last extension application is enclosed for your information. Dr. Larry Barker
of DOE has assured us that the DOE plans to fund the second year of our proposed study for the
safety analysis report.

,

A serious problem has arisen concerning the reactivity of the proposed LEU fuel replacement for
FLIP fuel, in a mixed core of LEU and the old STANDARD fuel we find configurations with
unacceptable power peaking that did not occur in mixed cores of FLIP and standard, in other
words, the pmposed LEU is not as safe as our current FLIP fuel.

Washington State University will notify the Commission should circumstances change and will
submit the required certification letter ior fiscal year 1995 by May 27,1995 or the required
conversion proposal.

Sincerely, s

Ac[d^ !
Gerald E. Tripani
Director
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_

Washington State University 5. AMENDMENT NO. M002Pullroari, WA 7)164 3140 ('M) 335 3535 _. D03,23248
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_
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PERIOD
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"~__. 10 TYPE OF AWARD
9 HECIPilWT DUSINESS OrFICER (N4me and telephate t., j 7 Hf VISION SUPPLEMENT OTHER

Ntw CONTINUATION RENEWAL

R V Srnith (W)) 3353535
12. ADMINISTERED FOR DOE DY (Name, address, tip code, telephone th)

Mar
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, . a. Current PWdaat PerMdinformatloa
b Cumulatlw linC Obliwans

(1) fyf f unrfs Obhgated TNs Action $O (1) TNs DuWet Period $ 1MMOO
p) 000 Fumis Auth wtJed for Carry Owr

$ -0-
[ Total of unes e.(1) and a.(3))

(3) dot Furwis PreJouary (bligated in TNs lludget Period $10$DR00 p> fuor ik.dact Periods $ O
(4) (X1f Sriare of Tctd Approved Budget

$11094 00

(3) Rcoptent Share of fotal Auroved fludgat $ 4 (1) PwMct Period to Date $.1 M OH 00(6) Tote Approved tho tu $106.094 00 [ Total of snes b ('t) and b p)
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March 7,1994

!Mary Lou Wunbrano
Contract Specialist, Contracts Division
Department of Energy
Clucago Operations Office
98(X) South Cass Avenue
Argonne,IL 60439

Dear Ms. Lunbrano:

As per our telephone conversation of March 4,1994, this letter is to request a no fund extension
for grant no. DE-FG02-92ER75748 through June 30,1994. The current grant period is August
15,1992 through March 31,1994.

Sincercig,

\,'MA vi o-

Geraki E. Tripard
Director
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