STarg.
A ey

.\’ -
" e & schast &,LLL
ou_\’ ("'1‘ S

5, UNITED STATES
B R r; NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
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Docket Nos. STN 50-454, STN 50 455,

and STN 50-457

Mr. D. L. Farrar, Manager

Nuclear Regulatory Services
Commonwealth Edison Company
Executive Towers West III, Suite 500
1400 OPUS Place

Downers Grove, Illinois 60515

Dear Mr. Farrar:

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION (NOED) FOR COMMONWEALTH EDISON
COMPANY REGARDING BYRON STATION, UNITS 1 AND 2 AND BRAIDWOOD
STATION, UNIT 2

On March 10, 1994, you requested by telephone that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) to exercise its discretion not to enforce compliance with the
required actions in Technical Specifications (7S) 3.7.1.1 for Byron S*ation
Units | and 2 and for Braidwood Station Unit 2. This request was submitted
formally by letter dated March 11, 1994. You informed the NRC that Byron
Station Units 1 and 2 and Braidwood Station Unit 2 would not be in compliance
with 75 3.7.1.1 Action statement "a" due to inoperable Main Steam Safety
Valves (MSSVs). You had recently identified that the deviations for the as-
left MSSVs 1ift setpoints were greater than the ¢ 1% maximum allowed, but less
than ¢ 3%. Therefore, 75 3.7.1.1, Action statement "a" would have required
you to restore the inoperable valves within four hours or be in at least HOT
STANDBY within the next six hours Without the NOED, Byron Units 1 and 2, and
Braidwood Unit 2, would have been required to enter a forcod shutdown.

You provided as justification for continued operation that MSSVs will continue
to prevent overpressurization on the secondary side and provide an acceptable
heat removal path even with the higher setpoint settings. You had previously
analyzed as-found MSSV setpoint deviations of up to ¢+ 3% in support of an
upcoming amendment request. In addition, your analysis indicated that current
accident ?nalyses as presented in the Updated Final Safety Analysis Report
remain valid.

On the basis of our review of your justification, the staff concluded that
this exercise of enforcement discretion involves minimal or no safety impact,
and we are cleariy satisfied that this course of action was warrarnted from a
public health and safety perspective. Therefore, on March 10, 1994, we
informed you of our intention to exercise discretion not to enforce compliance
with TS 3.7.1.1 for the period from March 10, 1994, unti]l the approval of your
emergency TS amendment request which will be submitted for NRC review by March
21, 1994, The proposed amendment will request a one-time exemption from TS
3.7.1.1 until the MSSVs can be reset in accordance with the schedule to be
provided with your amendment request. However, we will consider enforcement
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Mr. D. L. Farrar
Commonwealth Edison Company

cC:

Mr. William P. Poirier
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Energy Systems Business Unit

Post Office Box 355, Bay 236 West
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

Joseph Gallo, Esquire

Hopkins and Sutter

888 16th Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20006

Regional Administrator
. S. NRC, Region 111
801 Warrenville Road
Lisle, I11inois 6013

Ms. Bridget Little Rorem
Appleseed Coordinator
117 North Linden Street
Essex, I11inois 60935

Mr. Edward R. Crass

Nuciear Safeguards and Licensing
Division

Sargent & Lundy Engineers

55 East Monroe Street

Chicago, I1linois 60603

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspectors Office

Rural Route #1, Box 79

Braceville, I1linois 60407

Mr. Ron Stephens

I1linois Emergency Services
and Disaster Agency

110 East Adams Street

Springfield, I11inois 62706

Howard A. Learner

Environmental Law and Policy
Center of the Midwest

203 North LaSalle Street

Suite 1390

Chicago, I1linois 60601

E1S Review Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, I11inois 60604-3590

Chairman

Will County Board of Supervisors
Will County Board Courthouse
Joliet, I1linois 60434

Byron/Braidwood Power Stations

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Byron/Resident Inspectors Office
4448 North German Church Road
Byron, I11inois 61010-9750

Ms. Lorraine Creek
Rt. 1, Box 182
Manteno, Illinois 60950

Mrs. Phiilip B. Johnson
1907 Stratford Lane
Rockford, I11inois 61107

Attorney Genera)
500 South 2nd Street
Springfield, 11linois 62701

Michael Miller, Esquire

Sidley and Austin

One First National Plaza
Chicago, I1linois 60690

George L. Edgar

Newman & Holtzinger, P.C.
1615 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Commonwealth Edison Company
Byron Station Manager

4450 North German Church Road
Byron, I11inois 61010

I1Tinois Dept. of Nuclear Safety
Office of Kuclear Facility Safety
1035 Outer Puvk Drive
Springfield, 1:1inois 62704

Commonwealth Ediso.: Company
Braidwood Station Manager
Rt. 1, Box 84

Braceville, I1linois 60407

Chairman, Ogle County Board
Post Office Box 357
Oregon, I1linois 61061



