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December 17, 1993

Mr. Ivan Selin
Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Room 17D1 i

11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Mr. Selin:

I am contacting you on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Martin
H. Gold, 400 South Fifth Street, Suite 100, Columbus, Ohio
43215. Enclosed for your review is a copy of his correspondence
and enclosed material from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) regarding Columbus BreastCare Center, Inc., 3474 East
Livingston Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43227.

As you will note, Mr. Gold is concerned about the NRC's
licensing and inspection fees for the Columbus BreastCare
Center's bone densometer, used to measure bone mass as a way of
testing for osteoporosis. He is concerned with both the number
and increasing amount of the fees, and because his wife was told

f

| that the fees are going up because the number of centers with
| bone densometers is going down. Given the small amount of

! radioactive material in the equipment and the fact that
i radioactive material is not used to treat patients, he questions |

: the NRC's current charges for machines performing bone scans -

.' tests which cost only $88.00 per scan at the BreastCare Center,

h I certainly understand the concerns expressed by Mr. Gold,
i and am taking this opportunity to request a report from you about
j the NRC's licensing and inspection fees and requirements. I look

i forward to hearing back f rom you at your earliest opportunity,
and I thank you in advance for your assistance. Please direct
your reply to the attention of Diane Lifsey in my Washington,

j D.C. office.

Best regards, ,

i

C
en

United States Senatorj

i JG/dl
Enclosures,

1
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Dacambdr 15, 1993
.

Sanator Sohn Glenn
503 Harc Senate Office Building

| Washington DC,20510

Daar John:

Attached please find' an iuvoice my vife received' from the trRC
uhich is self explanatory.

-

Frankly. John va don't really understand the entire fee structure
involved or what it's for and uo feel that the NRC is taking
advantage of a situation although they say that Congress mandated
the rates.

The columbus Breastcaro contar performn a procadure on women for
osteoporosis which . incidentally is not a very snrfous procadure.
The unit that is used is a bone dansoneter and utilizes a radio-
active source the size of a bullet. I understand that there is
.mora radio activity in flying from ' Columbus to Washington than is
in the source.

. .-As I undershnel. it the NRC charged the BreastCare Center $5,000
in Ofarch of 1992 for 'a license. fee. In August of 1993 they paid
an additional: license fee of $1,800. In June of 1992 they in-

spected' the premises and equipment and in November of 1993 sont' a
bill for Sr,000, they inspncted the promises again in October of
199 3 ~ and the inspector indicated that the fee vas going to be
$ 2 ,10'O i- Uhan~ Barbara asked why the fee increased, he indicated.-
that. they have lost about .20% of the facilities they inspect 'so
the remaining facilities must take up the slack.

Frankly John, I'm not really sure what this whole thing is all
about but the BreastCare Canter does not treat peoplo with a
radioacti,ve source. All they do is use the source in some uator
which in. turn, when used in the- donsonater, gives the bone ' scan
reading. This is not lika a full blevn radiology center that
traats patients with radioactive material. -

.

------A* . . _ . __
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You ' ll have'. to admit that. incurring expenses for licensing and )
inspections over a tuo year period of $9,900 is a lot of noney. I

It is hard for me to bel.ieve that Congress mandated these charges
with . a . facility that uses a machine to perform bone scans for
osceo.po. rosis .

Also John vo :charga 588 for this procedure and you can imagina
hou~ many ve have to do to just break even.

I Just get the feeling that the estaoporcsis unit in question was
included .uith c. lot of other radioaccive equipment which is..a lot
more : dangarous if .used improporly. Our radiologict says , that i

there. is so little radioactivity in this sourca that you can
.almost carry . it in your pocket. Also John the source must be
raplacdd every three months and the cost is $1,800 each time. -

.. 1

This is somewhat exasperating, John and I really Uould appreciate
your looking into th.ia for us and sea if there is any relief.

V y' yours ,

w
..

_

>fartin'd?. cold

l@G/jb
.

Encl.

-

..

e
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|C. S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COIGIISSIcei
'

INSPECIIC:t FEE CfVOICE'

'O CFR 170.31|

|

| .nvoice Data
'

Invoico Nunlier. _ . . _ ... -

| 11/22/93
__

ygig433_g4
]
!

i nttention: JEROME G. DARE, R.S.C.
l
i COLUMBCS BREAST CARE CENTER, INC.
'

3474 E LIVIlfGSTON AVE
COLUMBUS, OH 43227

|

Data of Lic. Fee CodeLicense Nur.ber. Inspection Category AA905 Amount Ouex_-
- ;--~--, ~ _ _ _ _

l 34-24796-02 06/23/92 7C IMS-R $ 1000.00

IOTAL FEE THIS BITITNG $ 1000.00

| cess and conditions are attached.

N:e Checks Payable To:
._

:I . S . truclear Regulatory conniccion <= This PC Box address is forLicense Fea & Debt Collection Branch <=== 1

racoipt of payments only. |PO Box 954514
ls , Louis, 210 63195-4514

,
|

ucstionc? Call Mr. Maurice Messier 301/492-8744
|

-

*--
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tutC PROCEDURES FOR EXTEMDtNG PAYMnT CA113 0F LICDt$E, triSPECTION, MID AMMU.AL FEE DWOICES
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t:tteclase exrnaMed si to CFR Pan 170 and to CP(1 Part 171. traarest i.weice a rnaJed. The amount on the rensed 'woce wd esmatzt.,te as

al the arrumarrt biled accrues frorn tt'e irrvoice dt!ss, but wil be woued if feed de*errnanaen of $4 sh3sterice M arnount of Os dds. A !! hat
te arw.urtt cue se osed etNn 33 cays arter taid dure, tf it e 'Ocay detarmirmba by NEC for tus ptspose need c.ct anst the auszrne of
panod 'ca cratided, imerett Wd be Wtrred prtNuad tne cect is p.aad f.tsl:30rt of flather adit 4bt|rath, review. Fur't'abr erttnSiortt Of th)3 date I

before trw scart:f ert of trie axisad6d per'cd, The Te' day persed crisy be stated cri tu rimsed tad wt3 not be grarted. lf he amourtt cri me I
I

c. rwa 64, at NRC*a d_serstxm, in accorcance wun tne 8cCcwng nwaed trws:s is not paid cui er betcre the date stated en me twke,

-precaires:
' i.Yarett front tne c2te of tne OriQmal irrscace 1,41 bocen*6 due and

- _ - - - - ~ ~ - ~* *

- -- Q w |rr ~ - ' :... .;.w*g - -n.u w ;
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er3r'Crad to 1 Cer%d Cla2. I'rt$ dgte Wt2 be stated dn tf'e rWted

(Cnt'tcuad on rew:3|

-

4

:.., ite 469 5095 -l5- :0 LPM'*?o06 h4J



_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . - _ _ . _ _ _ . . _ -

..

'f[ .. ..,I\
.

' *
i

'

UNITED STATES,

! [ .j NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION>W
** WASHINGTON. o.C. 20EE60001 |

1 9. *!,
,

.

j '% [ , , , , #, January 25, 1994 |

[

1;

'

! The Honorable John Glenn
' United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510-3501
,

a

Dear Senator Glenn:
!

I am responding to your letter of December 17, 1993, written on behalf of your
constituent, Mr. Martin H. Gold, regarding NRC's fee structure for nuclear

,

devices used by the Columbus BreastCare Center, Inc.
t

As you noted, the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (08RA 90) requires
that the Commission recover 100 percent of its budget authority, less
appropriations from the Department of Energy (DOE) administrated Nuclear Waste
Fund, for Fiscal Years 1991 through 1998 by assessing license and annual fees.'

,

To recover the budget, the NRC assesses licensing and inspection fees under 10 l4

CFR Part 170 and annual fees under 10 CFR Part 171. Fees assessed under 10 i

CFR Part 170 include license application fees, amendment fees, renewal fees, |
) and inspection fees. Columbus BreastCare was assessed these types of fees for 1

its application for a license and the NRC inspections. Annual fees are to4

; recover NRC's generic and other costs that are not recovered as identifiable
services to specific licensees and applicants under 10 CFR Part 170. The'

annual fus allocate the generic costs that are attributable to a given class
of licensee to that class. Columbus BreastCare was assessed an annual fee in
FY 1993 to recover the generic costs for regulating medical licensees.

The NRC has reduced the impact of fees on licensees by establishing maximum
annual fees for small entities. For licensees with gross receipts between
$250,000 and $3,500,000, siinaximum annual fee of $1,400 has been established,

j A lower tier small entity fu of $400 has been established for small
businesses and non-profit organizations with gross annual receipts of less
than $250,000 and for small governmental jurisdictions with populations of

,

less than 20,000. The Commission recognizes that this fee structure does not
eliminate all economic impacts, but strikes a balance between the requirements
of the Public Law to collect 100 percent of the budget and the Regulatory
Flexibility Act to consider the impact of small entities.

The following is a discussion of the specific fees assessed. Columbus
'' ' ' '' '" *

Congressional Correspondence'FY~1994*
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! CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SYSTEM i

j DOCUMENT PREPARATION CHECRLIST

"his checklist is be submitted with each document (or group et '

Q.1/ As) sent for 6 ing into the Ccs. .

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT (5) 77 I' '( /// /
m E. ,,- L ' Corree,......_ .. i e ..,.2.

3. DOCUMENT' CONTROL Sensitive (NRC caly) ' Mon-seasitive
4. CcNGRESSICMRL COMMITTEE and SUBCOMMITTEES (if applicable)

Congressional committee

Subcommittee
t

5. SUBJECT CODES

(a)

(b)

(c)

4. SOURCE OF DOCUMENTS

(a) 5820 (document name
\,

(b) ^ S oma. . (c) Atlashmeate

(d) Rekey (e) Other

7. SYSTEM LOG DATES

/b!hk Data OCR,sont desument to CCS(a)

(b) Date CCS. Essoivoes deonaeat

(c) Data returned to OCA for additional information

(d) Date resubmitted by-oCA to CCS ~

<-

(e) Data entered into CCS by
-

(f) Date OCA notified that document is in CCS

8. COMMENTS

____u___ ._ _ _ _ 1_


