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United States Senate

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-3501

December 17, 1993

Mr. Ivan Selin

Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Room 17D1

11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Mr. Selin:

I am contacting you on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Martin
H. Gold, 400 South Fifth Street, Suite 100, Columbus, Ohio
43215. Enclosed for your review is a copy of his correspondence
and enclosed material from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) regarding Columbus BreastCare Center, Inc., 3474 East
Livingston Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43227.

As you will note, Mr. Gold is concerned about the NRC's
licensing and inspection fees for the Columbus BreastCare
Center's bone densometer, used to measure bone mass as a way of
testing for osteoporosis. He is concerned with both the number
and increasing amount of the fees, and because his wife was told
that the fees are going up because the number of centers with
bone densometers is going down. Given the small amount of
radicactive material in the equipment and the fact that
radicactive material is not used to treat patients, he questions
the NRC's current charges for machines performing bone scans
rests which cost only $88.00 per scan at the BreastCare Center.

I certainly understand the concerns expressed by Mr. Gold,
and am taking this opportunity to request a report from you about
the NRC's licensing and inspection fees and requirements. I look
forward to hearing back from you at your earliest opportunity,
and I thank you in advance for your assistance. Please direct
your reply to the attention of Diane Lifsey in my Washington,
D.C. office.

Best regards.

Sincepely,
an
United States Senator
JG/dl
Enclosures
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J‘Maitm H. Gold
200 South Fifth Strest
Suite 100
Columbus, Chio 43213

Daceaber 15, 1993

Senator John Glenn
503 Harv Sanate Orffica Building
Washington DC 20510

Daar John!

Attached please find an iuvoice ay vife recaived from the NRC
which is self explanatory. )

Frankly John wa don't really understand the entire fee structure
involved or what it's for and we feel that the NRC is taking
advantage of a situation although they say that Congress mandated

" thea rates.

The Columbus BreastCare Cantar parforms & procadure on women for
ostaoporosis which incidentally is not a very serious procadure.
The unit that is used is a bone danscmeter and utilizes a radio-
active source the size of a bullet. I understand that there is
mora radio activity in flying from Columbus to Washington than is
in the source.

as T understand it the NRC charged the Breastcare Center $5,000
in smarch of 1992 for a iicense fae. In August of 1993 thay paid
an additional license fee of $1,800. TIn June of 1992 thay in-
spected the premises and equipment and in Novamber of 1993 sent a
bill for $1,000., they inspacted the premises again in October of
1993 and the inspector indicated that the fee was going to be
$2,100. Whan Barbara asked why the fee increased, he indicated
that they have lost about 20% of the facilities they inspect so
the remaining facilities must take up the slack.

frankly John, I'm not really sure what this whole thing is all
about but the BreastCare Canter does not treat people with a
radioactive sourca. All they do is use the source in some water
which in twrn, when used in the densometer, gives the bone scan
reading. This is not lika a full blown radiology caentar that
trsats patients with radiocacrive material. oo
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You'll have' to admit that incurring expenses for licensing and
iaspections over a two year period of $9,500 is a lot of money.
It is hard for me to beliave that Congress mandatad these charges
with a facility that uses a machine to perform bone scans for
osteoparosis. :

Also John ve chargs $88 for this procedure and you can imagina
how many we have to do to just break even.

{ just get the [e2eling that che ostaoporesis unit in questicn was
included with a lot of other radicactive equipment which is a lot
more dangearoua if used improperly. Qur radiclogiet says that
there is so little radicactivity in this sourca that you can
almost carry it in your pocker. Also John the source must be
raplacad every three months and che cost is $1,800 each time.

This is somavhat exasperating, John and I really would appreclata
your looking iato this for us and seae if thers is any relief.

me yours,

A L
e,

Martin 'a';'/sold
G/ b

Encl.

12-19-93 03 :01PM  POOD #4G
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U. §. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSTION
INSPECTION FEE INVOICE
10 CFR 170.31
-avoice Date Invoica Number
R ——— BT
11/23/93 MM0438-94
attention: JEROME G. DARE, R.S.C.
COLUMBUS BREAST CARE CENTER, INC.
3474 E LIVINGSTON AVE
COLUMBUS, OH 43227
Data of Lic. Fee Code
Licanse Number. Inspection Category AA90S Amount Due
— SRS e B 3 I L T D
34-24796-02 06/23/92 7c INS-R $ 1000.40
TOTAL FEE THIS BILLING 3 1000.¢Q0
erms and conditions are attached.
‘ake Checks Payable To:
s ——— " STy
J.3. Nuclaar Requlatory Commission <w== This PO Box address is for
License Fea & Debt Collection Branch <=== racaipt of paymants only.
20 Box 954514
2v. Louis, M0 63195-4514

nastions? Call Mr. Maurice Messisr 301/492-8B744

Aeds s ) g14 489 509%

12-15-393 03. 0(PM POO4 840
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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

LICENSE, ANNUAL, AND INSPECTION FEE (NVOICE ~ YTRMS AND CONDITIONS

GOTICE: ™his ivowe enows Na e Asseesad o0 8 eosnt Uoensing
1en(d) of nSpectaaniy) of your NCeNesd Brogram of e essesment of
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WamunisTaLVe casts f any, onsutde 3 dedt 0 the Uivtad Statas
pursuant 0 Federal law, and the rwoioe o tha demand for pagmant
requirsd undor Fedentl mw end implemerrung reguiations, The NRC il
At ACCAOt Of Jiecartm ANy purcnese ordar submidtad by an pplicant/
lcarmsae a3 & condiion t© e aeolcant/[densee DaYng the dect. T™e
NAC aiso tasetvild the aght not 0 Acoest O AXecyUt® any claim orm o
FUrer decumant SUSTITeA by an eopucyt; licansee as & conddion o the
appdcam/licensss Daying e dact

TERMS: Pavrment is due ynmadichely and whowud Ba mMada payasie oy
sheck, draft, morey rder, o dectmnio funds rinsiee Made payasis ©
fe LS Mudes Feguimtary Commussion. Where speafic payment
INSEUCOGNE e proaciad on e tdls o agplicants of Tcensaet, payment
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o

LCENSE FEE AND QEBT COLLECTION BRANCH

OPRCE OF THE CONTROLLER

L S NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON DG 2008550001

HRC PROCEDURES FOR EXTENDING PAYMENT DATES OF LICENSE, INSPECTION, AND ANNUAL FEE INVOICES
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LICENSE FEE AND CEBT COLLECTION BRANCH
QFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER

U, S, NUCLEAR REGULATURY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON DC 205850701
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e | UNITED STATES

f ¥ ' NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
4: / “g WASHINGTON. D C 20888 0001
'1,.;;..“5 January 25, 1994

The Honorable John Glenn
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-3501

Dear Senator Glenn:

I am responding to your letter of December 17, 1993, written on behalf of your
constituent, Mr. Martin H. Gold, regarding NRC's fee structure for nuclear
devices used by the Columbus BreastCare Center, Inc.

As you noted, the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (OBRA-90) requires
that the Commission recover 100 percent of its budget authority, less
appropriations from the Department of Energy (DOE) administrated Nuclear Waste
Fund, for Fiscal Years 1991 through 1998 by assessing license and annual fees.
To recover the budget, the NRC assesses licensing and inspection fees under 10
CFR Part 170 and annual fees under 10 CFR Part 171. Fees assessed under 10
CFR Part 170 include license application fees, amendment fees, renewal fees,
and inspection fees. Columbus BreastCare was assessed these types of fees for
its application for a license and the NRC inspections. Annual fees are to
recover NRC's generic and other costs that are not recovered as fdentifiable
services to specific 1icensees and applicants under 10 CFR Part 170. The
annua) fees allocate the generic costs that are attributable to a given class
of licensee to that class. Columbus BreastCare was assessed an annual fee in
FY 1993 to recover the generic costs for regulating medical licensees.

The NRC has reduced the impact of fees on licensees by establishing maximum
annual fees for smal) entities. For licensees with gross receipts between
$250,000 and $3,500,000, » waximum annual fee of §1, has been established.
A lower-tier small entity fee of $400 has been established for small
businesses and non-profit organizations with gross annual receipts of less
than $250,000 and for small governmental jurisdictions with populations of
less than 20,000. The Commission recognizes that this fee structure does not
eliminate al) economic impacts, but strikes a balance between the requirements
of the Public Law to collect 100 percent of the budget and the Regulatory
Flexibility Act to consider the impact of small entities.

The fol\ouiggcis a discussion of the specific fees assessed. Columbus
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CONGRESBIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SYSTEX
DOCUMENT PREFPARATION CHECKLIST

Tiis checklist i» be submitted with each document (or group eof
Q3/As) sent for . ‘ing into the CCH.

[

8.

BRIZY DESCRIPTION OF DOCUXENT(H)

TYPE OF" DOCUNENT" Corrsspondencss Kearingsw (Qe/As)

DOCUMENT CONTROL Sensitive (NRC Only) Non~danpitive

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTZE and SUBCOMMITTEZES (if applicadle)

Congrsssional Committaes

Subcommittee
SUBJICT CODES ‘
(a)
(B)
(e)
SBOURCE OF DOCUMENTS
(a)  ___ 5530 (document name
(» . Sean. (e) Attachmants
(&) Rakay () ____. Other
SYSTEX 1LOG DATZIS
(a) Date OCA sent doocument to CCS
(») Dats CC3 receives docunant
(@) Date returned to OCA for additional information
(4) Date rasubmitted by OCA to cCS )
(@) Data entered into CC8 by
(£) Date OCA notified that document i{s in CC3

COMMENTS




