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L m The Honorable Morris K. Udall, Chairman. .

"
,

Subcommittee _on Energy and the Environment .i
^

'
,

D -; Committee on Interior and' Insular Affairs -
,

M ' ', * United StatesiHouse of-Representatives <

'% Washington,xD.C.; 20515
W ,.

_

,

~ Dear Mr.1 Chairman: |g,,
' '

Enclosed for the information of the Subcommittee on Energy and-the Environment

H[o
are copies of. Federal Recister notices of an update to the Commission's Waste.

.

Confidence' Decision- and a - rule to incorporate the Commission's revised "
.

; findings into its regulations. At the time of the Commission's initial- Waste J

Confidence Decision in 1984,. the Commission -stated that it would reviewtits'

.

. conclusions; at least every five ' years until a repository f for high-level: D
h Eradioactive waste and spent fuel -is available. This is the. Commission's first- o.

: review and update of that Decision,o

uy
B Public comments 'were r received on the draft versions of the Commission's
L Decision and ~ rule, Commission ' responses to the- public comments and-. minor .

.

changes -to the Ldraft Decision and rule are included in the Federal -Reaister1

inot ces.L
'

\ ,

E > As, explained in the' Decision, the- focus ~ of DOE's repository program.on Yucca 4
. Mountain'as a result.of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1937 makes 3

-it; necessary to ' consider the possibility .that this site will be found 3

unsuitable, and that100E will, have to find and characterize another site for
! .the first repository. Consequently, one. of the commission's findings has been

revised to' indicate that the Commission has reasonable assurance that at least
.

'

-one' mined ' geologic. repository will be available within the first quarter of !
,

|the twenty-first-century. >

,

''

.The Commission has also revised its findings. to reflect the possibility that-

reactor licenses may'be renewed for as long as 30 additional years, making a.
p . tota 1Lof; 70- years of licensed" operation. Due to continued advances in dry

,

i

K storage cf1 spent fuel and safe operating experience with both pool and dry
.|storage, the- Commission remains confident that, if necessary, spent fuel can -

f; :be safely stored for at least 30 ~ years beyond the licensed life for operation.
'
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The Commission, has reaffirmed the other findings made 'in| its' 1984 Decision, .
?' however, the Commission has changed its review cycle.for the Waste Confidence '

'

Decision from : at ~ least _every 5. years . to;- at least' every 210 Lyears t until a i
: ' '

repository is available.
' '

|;

. . < y

Sincerely, f i

[f e .
:

iDennis K.- Rathbun,: Director. ,

- Congressional ' Affairs J
'

i0ffice of Governmental --

and Public Affairs--
1

Enclosures:
Federal Reaister Notices'of. Decision and Final Rule l
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sti " The. Honorable ~ Philip. R. Sharp, Chairman'
.

' '
.'

Subcommittee on Energy and-Power- 1.

'

LComittee,on Energy. and Comerce
"

# cunited States'. House'of Representatives ,

n, : Washington, D.C.= 20515 i
V,"' .: G

- Dear Mr. Chairman: ;
,,

, - ,
,

, s Enclosed for the information of: the- Subcomittee on- Energy and Power"' >>

are: copies ~of, Federal Reoister notices of an update to the Comission's Waste- J
'

,

J Confidence Decision and- ae rule to -incorporate the Comission'strevised-

( u . findings intotits regulations =. At the time of the Comission's; initial Waste

y'' Confidence: Decision 11n41984, the Comission | stated that- it -would- review its.-
~

,

conclusions at least-: every 1 five years until a ' repository forf high-level.- ;
'

-

iradioactive waste and spent ;fual 1s available. This is.the Commission's first -'

/ .reviewlandLupdate of that1 Decision..
,

'
'

q

cc Public" coments u were received on the draft - versions . of' thel ommission's"C.

Decisionsand rule. : Comission responses to :the publicicoments and minor- 4' ,' changest toe thk draft ' Decision and rule are ' included :in,the Federal--Reoister y
= notices.< s,

' -A
'

M' m iAsfexplained 'in -the Decision, thel focus of DOE's repository program onLYucca ' H

E Mountain as ai result of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act-of 1987. makes
0 itf necessary to. consider the possibility: that this site will::be found

unsuitable, and ;that. D0E| will have to t find and1 characterize: anotherisite for ;
,

p.m the' first : repository. Consequently, one of the Comission's findings has.been 'a
mm ; : revised to indicate that'the Comission has reasonable' assurance.that?attleast'

one mined geologic repository will be available- within the. first quarter of. :)-

b;fR .theitwenty-first century.

.M ' ThNComission has.also' revi' sed its findings to reflect the possibil ty, that-z

. reactor licenses may be renewbd for as-long as 30 additional years', making ag .

, total .of 70 ; years of : licensed , operation. Due- to continued advances .inndry
N s e storage ' of spent fuel. and 1saf a1 operating . experience -with both pool . and; dry -

1 storage,' the Comission remains confident that, if necessary, . spent fuel can'

,

bessafelysstored for at least 30 years beyond the-licensed life for.. operation.f.
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a? : The1 Commission. has . reaffirmed-L the other findings made- in 'its l'984 Decision,--

b. t however,1the Commission < has changed its review cycle for~ the' Waste: Confidence'

; Decision 2.from - at t least.- every -5:-: years to at '.s ist every 10 years untile a:f
-

(' repository .is. available.
" Sint.erely, /..

.
.. l .;4.

NJr.4 [ pE,(f.m
Dennis K. Rathbun, D! rector
Congressional Affairs
Office of Governmentar'W' and Public Affairs
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w . Enclosures: . ..

Federal- Reaister Notices of Decision' and Final-Rule '
..
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The Honorable Bob Graham, Chairman-
"J ubcomittee on Nuclear. Regulation-S

c
Comi_ttee on- Environment and 'Public Works

'

'

Junited States? Senate . >

Washington,yD.C. --20510to
, _

b
Dear:Mr. Chairman:

' .

Enclossd for the'information of the Subcommittee on Nuclear Regulation are copies
U h ofd Federal Reaister noticosjof an update to the-Commission's Waste Confidence

~

Decision and a rule tocincorporate'the'. Commission's' revised findings into its-
. regulations $ At the time of the Commission's initial Waste Confidence Decision
in L1984F the' Comission stated that' it would review itsi conclusionsd at tleast
every3five years;untilla' repository for.high-level radioactive waste and spent '

ifueltis available.-
- This is the Commission's first' review and. update of|that, Decision.,

,

L TPublic comments wereLreceived on the draft versions of the Commission's Decision
'

?, ' ~and rule. : Comission responses to the public comments.and minor changes to the -
' pdraft Decision? and ' rule < are included in the Federal Reaister notices.

| As expla'inedLinLthe Decision, the focus .of DOE's repository: program on . Yucca
~ ~ ~

'MMountainDasia result of the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments ;Actiof;1987 makes
, ;it"necessary to consider the possibility that;this ' site wil; h fcundfunsuitable, j

,

and:that DOEDwillHhave^ to find and- characterize another site for;theHfirst "
-

repository;Mconsequently, one of the Commission's' findings has.been revised to
-indicate 4that the Commission .has reasonable assurance that at least 'oneLmined

! geologic . repository will be' availableiwithin the first . quarter of? the twenty-
i first century.'; ' >

p !
,

o

- The Commission has: also revised its -findings to reflect! the possibility that
~

reactor. licenses :may-.be renewed for as long as 30 additional years, making a -
L total HofL70 | years of licensed operation. Due: to continued advances in' dry i

L. storag'e ' of 0 spent fuel and safe operating experience with. bothi pool .and dry - i

L , storage, the Commission remains confident:that, ifs necessary, spent fuel can be
b, safely stored for at least 30 years beyond the licensed life for operation;

'
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The Comission has reaffirmed.' the other. findings made''in its ~ 1984 Decision,
however,;the Commission has changed its review cycle for the Waste Confidence

' Decision; fromvat- least-~ every 5 years to at. least every 10 years until. a'
> repository is available.>

Sincerely,
;.

f-Aes jsc
Dennis K. Rathbun, Director ,

Congressional Affairs -
.

.

Office of Governmental,
:|and'Public Affairs ;

i>s.

Enclosures:
Federal Reglitat Notices of Decision and Final Rule

a
cc: Senator | Alan K..Simpson !
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00WCAtss10NAL CORR 2sPONDENCE 8YSTEM
DOCUMENT PARPARATION CHECRLIST

This checklist is to be submitted with each document %r group of'

Os/As) sent for entering into the CCS.

1. BRIEF DRsCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT (8) /b- [o NdW/ 8Saw da h
3. TYPE OF DOCUMENT Correspondenee Bearings (Qs/As)

# ea-seasitive3. DOCUxtWT coNTaot sensitive (WRC Daly) N

4. CoNoRass20NAL CoxxzTTas and suscoNNITTs'es (if app 11emble)

Congressional Committee

subcommittee
4

s. sesstCT codas

(a)

(b)

(c)

s. SOURCE oF DOCUMENT 8

!
(a) 5530 (document anae 1

(b) " scan. (c) Attachments*

(4) Rakey (a)
_

Other

7. SYSTEM LOG DATES
'

(a) lo /OI7dDateOCAsentdocumenttoecs j

(b) Date CCS receives document
,

(e) Date returned to OCA for additional information
(d) Date resubmitted by OCA to 008

{
(e)- Date entered into CCS by ,

(f) Date OCA notified that document is in CC8
s. CoxNENTs

5can |24|U nn e c *. node M d|& . /c N c l o f p>1rs
J '

|
s ;


