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Docket No. 50-382

l' Mr. Ross P. Barkhurst
L Vice President Operations

Entergy Operations, Inc.
Post Office Box B,

K111ona, Louisiana 70066
'

Dear Mr. Barkhurst:

SUBJECT: LOUISIANA POWER & LIGHT RESPONSE TO GENERIC LETTER 89-19, " REQUEST,

FORLACTION RELATED TO RESOLUTION OF UNRESOLVED: SAFETY ISSUE A-47
' SAFETY IMPLICATION OF CONTROL SYSTEMS IN LWR NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS' l
PURSUANT TO 10 CFR 50.54(f)" (TAC 75016) 1

R
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By letter dated March 14, 1990, Louisiana Power & Light (LP&L) Company ;

responded to Generic Letter 89-19, " Request for Action Related to Resolution a
of; Unresolved Safety Issue A-47, ' Safety Implications of Control Systems in i

LWR, Nuclear Power Plants' Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.54(f)." In that letter, LP&L- 1
stated that more' detailed design studies and safety assessments must be |
completed before a decision can be made regarding implementation of a steam -i
generator overfill protection system (SGOPS) at Waterford Generating Station,- !

Unit No. 3. This conclusion is_ based upon inherent plant-specific differences ]'and the. implication. that SG0PS may increase the probability of loss of feedwater
events due to inadvertent SG0PS actuation. Moreover, -the LP&L letter stated
thatLthe appropriate framework to evaluate steam generator overfill events''and
thel safety: impact of implementing a steam generator overfill-protection system -i

is-the:IndividualPlantExamination(IPE). j
q

We_do not~ agree with the LP&L position that a more detailed design and safety !

assessment,using the IPE is an appropriate framework to continue the evaluation 3
ofe steam generator overfill safety impacts. Previous:NRC analyses performed to' '

evaluate alternatives to resolve USI A-47 " Safety Implications of Control . 1

~ Systems," provided insight with respect to the safety benefits, impacts, and -|
'

costs.of, modifications for the overfill protection'. . Plant-specific differences t

were; considered in the development of NUREG-1218,:" Regulatory Analysis for
,

' Resolution of USI A-47," and in preparation of the' Generic Letter. Ample-
opportunity was provided for comments on this issue when the Federal Register.
'otice"was published in May 1989.

'

n j

t
Combustion Engineering (CE) plants, as a class, do not provide steam generator '

overfill protection. Overfill events-have occurred at CE plants and other ~j
LWRs. The. consequences resulting from such events depend largely on piping
systemnintegrity, are difficult to model accurately and have large-uncertainties. !
It;is'for these reasons that IPE evaluation will not add significant information ;
to close.this-issue. Further, we=believe that the potential negative impacts'

of inadvertent isolation of feedwater can be made insignificant through sound
design, with reliable equipment, and with implementation of a reasonable test ;
strategy.- '
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Mr. Ross R. Barkhurst -2-

Implementation of steam genentor overfill protection for Waterfwd 3 should
be achieved at your earliest convenience. We request you respon 5 w th an
appropriate schedule within 45 days from receipt of this letter.

Sincerely,

4cM M wp
Theodore R. Quay, Acting Director
Project Directorate IV-1
Division of Reactor Projects III,

IV, Y and Special Projects
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cet See next page

1

'I

.



o .

.

... .

Mr. Ross R. Barkhurst 2 October 2, 1990

Implementation of steam generator overfill protection for Waterford 3 should
be achieved at your earliest convenience. We request you respond with an
appropriate schedule within 45 days from receipt of this letter.

Sincerely.

Originalsi M M 8

Theodore R. Quay, Acting Director
Project Directorate IV.1
Division of Reactor Projects - 111

IV, Y and Special Projects
Office of Nuclear Reactor 'legulation

cc: See next page
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Mr. Ross P. Barkhurst Waterford 3*

Entergy Operations, Inc.

CC:
W. Malcolm Stevenson, Esq. Regional Administrator, Region IV

"

Monroe & Leman U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
201 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 3300 Office of Executive Director for
New Orleans, Louisiana 70170-3300 Operations

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 ,

Mr. E. Blake Arlington, Texas 76011
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, NW Mr. William H. Spell, Administrator
Washington, D.C. 20037 Radiation Protection Division

Department of Environmental Quality
Resident inspector /Waterford NPS Post Office Box 14690
Post Office Box 822 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898
K111ona, Louisiana 70066

President, Par $sh Council Mr. Gerald W. Muench
St. Charles Parish Vice President. Operations ,

Hahnv111e, Louisiana 70057 Support
Entergy Operations, Inc.

Mr. Donald C. Hintz P. O. Box 31995
Executive Vice President and Jackson, Mississippi 39286

Chief Operating Officer
Entergy Operations, Inc. William A. Cross

| P. O. Box 31995 Bethesda Licensing Office
Jackson, Mississippi 39286 3 Metro Center

Suite 610
1 Chairman Bethesda, Maryland 20814
| Louisiana Public Service Comission
' One American Place, Suite 1630 Mr. Robert B. McGehee

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70825-1697 Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway
P. O. Box 651

Mr. R. F. Burski, Director Jackson, Mississippi 39205
Nuclear Safety
Entergy Operations, Inc. Mr. J. R. McGaha, Jr.
317 Baronne Street General Manager Plant Operations
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 Entergy Operations, Inc.

. P. O. Box B
| Mr. L. W. Laughlin, Site Licensing Killona, Louisiana 70066

Support Supervisor
Entergy Operations, Inc. Mr. Jerrold G. Dewease
P. O. Box B Sr. Vice President
K111ona, Louisiana 70066 Planning & Assurance

Entergy Operations, Inc.
Post Ofice Box 31995
Jackson, Mississippi 39286-1995
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