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Summary

During a planned start up inspection, cracks were discovered in the heat
trace power panel pha=e insulators, It has been determined that over-
stressing of the insulators during shipping and/or receiving is the most
probable cause of the subject crackirg. An evaluation was performed and
corrective action has been implemented,

Per the requirements of 10 CFR 50.55(e) and part 21, this concern has been
evaluated and deemed n n-reportable.

Description

A planned start up inspection of the heat trace power panels revealed

cracks in the panel phase insulators. The insulators retained their re-
quired position and the cracks did not prevent them from insulating the

power panels from the bus., An investigation has determined the most probable
cause of cracking to be overstressing of the insulators during shipment

or receipt handling.

Corrective Action

A nonconformance report (NCR 389E) was issued and the insulators have been
replaced with spare components.

Safety Implications

The heat tracing panels are part of the chemical and volume control system.
The heat tracing system is designed to prevent boric acid precipitation

in sections of the CVCS system which contain concentrated boric acid solu-
tion. Under worst case conditions, the cracked insulators could cause a
loss of power to the heat tracing panels, This loss of power is annun-
ciated locally as well as in the control room. Assuming worst case con-
dition at least three (3) hours will be available before boric acid pre-
cipitation is expected thereby providing the operator ample time in which
to borate the Reactor Coolant System., Also the refueling water tank is

an alternate source of borated water which can be utilized to borate the
RCS., Therefore, the capability to safely operate or shutdown the plant

is not affected. Additionally, the required repaiv to the heat tracing
panels if extremely minor. We deem the incident no.~reportable under

10 CFR 50.55(e) and part 21.

Conclusion

With the above mentioned curv-~* ve action, this item is resolved and closed
regarding part 50.55(e) reporting requirements. All pertinent documentation
regarding this item will be maintained at the site.



