UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

September 14, 1982

Russell Jim, Councilman
Yakima Indian Nation

Post Office Box 151
Toppenish, Washington 98948

In the Matter of
Puget Sound Power & Light Company, et al.
(Skagit/Hanford Nuclear Power Project, Units 1 and 2)

Dear Mr. Jim:

This is in response to your August 30, 1982 letter to me in which you
stated that the joint U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) Skagit/Hanford DEIS
(NUREG-0894, April 1982) was seriously flawed because it did not recognize
the existence of the Yakima Indian Nation and it failed to address the
“significant adverse impacts to our Nation and People." As you should know,
both the NRC and EFSEC have been aware of the close proximity of the Yakima
Indian Reservation to the Skagit/Hanford site. In fact, numerous efforts
have been made to discuss with representatives of the Yakima Nation what
unique adverse impacts the nuclear project may have on Tribal interests or
rights. For your information, I am attaching copies of three letters which
were sent to the tribe on January 18, February 22, and March 11, 1982,
expressing a desire by the NRC and EFSEC to meet with representatives of the
Yakima Nation to discuss their concerns. To date, the Yakima Nation has not
availed itself of the opportunity to meet nor has it submitted anything in
writing to NRC/EFSEC (including comments to the DEIS) which would indicate
the particular concerns. Without identification and knowledge of your
unique concerns, we would have to assume that either the impacts identified
and assessed in the DEIS would apply equally to the Yakima Indian Nation as
to any other member of the public, or the* you are satisfied with the
assessment. In any event, we regret that discussions have not previously
taken place.

Regardless of these inactions in the past, the late-filed petition to
intervene submitted by the Yakima Indian Nation on May 10, 1982, was granted
by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board on September 3, 1982. Accordingly,
this grant of intervention status provides you another opportunity to
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January 18, 1982

Mr. Johnson
Tribal Chairman
Yakima Indian Nat
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James E. Connolly
Projects Review Manager
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February 22, 1982

Mr. Johnson Meninick, Chairman
Yakima Tribal Council

Yakima Indian Nation

P.0. Box 151

Toppenish, WA 98948

Dear Mr. Meninick:

Some time ago, I wrote requesting a meeting with members of

your council and staff. Apparently you haven't been able to

make arrangements and that is fine with me since we have been
extra busy.

Our council is still interested in a meeting with you when ever

it can be arranged. Please contact me to make final arrangements.

Sincerely,

I;/¢W
JAim Connolly, Mandger
Technical Review Staff
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cc: Russell Jim, Councilman
Yakima Indian Nation
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commence in mid-June, 1982, a substantial delay in the submission of a
petition to intervene could result in a prejudice to you in your preparation
for hearing as well as a prejudice to 211 other parties and, ultimately,
mickt result in a denial of your intervention attempt.

Regardless of your decision on intervention in this proceeding, the NRC and
the State of Washington believe it is very important to discuss with the
Yzkima Indian Nation the effect of the Skagit/Hanford application on the
Consolideted Tribes. These effects would include public health and safety,
economic, environmental and cultural, It is my understanding that meetings
have been attempted in the past, hut for some rezson or another, they have
never taken place. Please understand that we desire these discussions very
much and we think it is crucial to our environmental and safety reviews that
we understand your concerns and unique situation as a sovereign nation. It
is certainly imperative that we be made aware of any treaty rights which
might be affected by this application,

Any meeting with you should be scheduled as quickly as possible since reviews
are nearing completion. 1 hope that you will take this opportunity to
contact me directly (301-492-7806) so that discussions can commence and
meetings be scheduled.

Sincerely,

ot o et
ad -
Richard L. Black
Counsel for NRC Staff

Enclosure

cc: Mrs, Erline Reber (w/enclosure)
1010 Crest Acres Place
Yakima, Wa. G8908

ir. Nicholas D. Lewis, Chairman

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
820 East 5th Avenue

Olympia, Washington 98504




