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POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
JAMES A. FITZPATRICK NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

DOCKET No. 50-333

ATTACHMENT TO LER 82-034/03L-0 PAGE 1 of 1

Event Description and Probable Consequences:

While performing a follow-up calibration check (Cycle 5
increased surveillance, LER-82-002) of the feedwater instrumen-
tation, it was determined that the two (2) feedwater flow
transmitters were out of procedural tolerance. Analysis and
review of plant logs determined that the rated core power
had been exceeded at some time on each of approximately
seventy-five (75) days of Cycle Five. The maximum recorded
power level was approximately 2464 MWt compared to a limit
of 2436 MWt as contained in Technical Specification paragraph
1.0.N.

Since transient analyses are performed from a core power
level of 2535 MWt, the reactor was not operated in a manner
less conservative than that assumed in the analyses.

Cause Description and Corrective Action:

During the increased frequency surveillance calibration
check, transmitter 'B' (which had 0.9% "as found" out of
tolerance factor) showed an instability over the calibration
range while being adjusted. The sensor strain gage was
replaced due to instability and satisfactory adjustment was
achieved.

Plant data showed transmitter 'B' to have bocn stable and
performing tracking of the feedwater flow changes during the
period preceding the calibration check. It appaared the
instability occurred during the July 11, 1982 plant shutdown.
Investigation is continuing to approximate the occurrence of
the event. If the exact time of the occurrence can be
achieved the LER will be revised to indicate the correction.

Two (2) differential pressure transmitters were installed
July 14, 1982 to monitor the behavioral characteristic of
the A and B feedwater transmitters. Follow-up comparison
check of the transmitters using the two independent trans-
mitters shows them to be within tolerance at this time. If
a long-term drifting or instability characteristic is discovered
the transmitters will be replaced by the end of the next
refueling outage.
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