‘ The Honorable Tim Hutchinson February 18, 1994
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Hutchinson:

This letter is in response te a recent inguiry from your staff on the
Southwest Experimental Fast Oxide Reactor (SEFOR). SEFOR was an experimental
breeder reactor near Strickler, Arkansas, that was authorized to operate at
power levels up to 20 megawatts thermal and went on-line in December 1969. In
January 1972, the General ©lectric Company and a consortium of utility
companies {the owners and licensees of SEFOR) shut down operations at the
faciiity. To deal with the residual byproduct material from the facility, the
State of Arkansas issued a license for possession of the byproduct material at
the SEFOR facility on August 29, 1972. On November 1, 1973, the U.S. Atomic
tnergy Commission (the predecessor to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission)
authorized the licensees to decommission SEFOR. This decommissioning involved
removal of special nuclear material and other highly radicactive material to
the point that only residual byproduct material would remain. After the
licensees completed the decommissioning activity, the NRC license was
terminated by letter of May 14, 1974, and responsibility for the regulation of
the facility and the residual byproduct material was then solely that of the
State of Arkansas. This responsibility is still in effect and the contact for
the State of Arkansas is:

Ms. Greta J. Dicus, Director

Division of Radiation Control and Emergency Management
Department of Health

4815 West Markham Street, Slot 30

Little Rock, AR 72205-3867

Telephone No.: (501) 661-2301

Questions on the current status and condition of the facility may be directed
to Ms. Dicus.

I trust this information is responsive to your request.

Sincer‘E]y. C’fﬁ»“i”’:‘( ,..Iar,',"!i by
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DATE: January 12, 1684
PLACE: Fayetteville~-phona call
NAME : John Clark

Route 1, Box 143BB
West Fork, Arkansas 72774

PHN 761-3301

SUBJECT: Sea Forth Nuclear Reactor “Ka(,

Mr, Clark lives near the Sea Forth Nuclear
Reactor in southern Washington County. EBea
Forth i a breeder reactor owned by the

7]\\ University of Arkansas. The original project
e T p® was funded by private corporations and wae in
C;TDLﬂ operation from 1969 until 1972.
‘R Lsz/ Mr. Clark has two concearns:

\ &

1. He is concerned about possible problems
and would like to have any information we can
get concerning Sea Forth.

He has received some informatin from the
washington County Environmental Planning
Commision. His contact is Bill at 444-1724.

2. He 18 also the chief of the SBtrickler
Volunteer Fire Department and would like to
know 1if any federal grants are available to
purchase equipment for his fire department in
case cf an amergency.




