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keg ;g?)bDear Mr. IIall:

Enclosed is ARCO's report addressing consolidation in the slimes portion of the main tailings
impoundment at the Bluewater Mill Site. The report concludes that consolidation caused by the
placement of fill over the slimes portion of the main tailings impoundment is at least 90% complete
,and that placement of radon barrier in this area can commence.

' lis report presents the results of programs performed to determine the consolidation of the tailings
and the methods used to accelerate the consolidation in rates in areas of thick slimes. The settlementh data for monitoring censolidation and evaluation of that data is also contained in this report.

g ARCO is requesting authorization to place radon barrier material over the fill on the slimes portions
{

of the main tailings impoundment. Approval of this request,in conjunction with ARCO's August 19,
1993 request to cover the regraded sand tailings, would allow the construction of radon barr' :r over
the entire top surface of the impoundmerit. The radon barrier will be placed in accordance with the
specifications in our approved reclamation plan and its amendments.

<

Your approval of the consolidation report will allow us to proceed with placement of radon barrier.
If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me or Christopher Sanchez of my
staff at (505)876-2211.
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