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Secretary of the Commission, |O'
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission, %

:0CKET # # # h- @Washington, D.C. 20555 ., ,,

Attn: Docketing and Serivce B'ran~ h. g3%dc

Gentlemen:
~~' '

I have read with interest an item in the Arizona Republic,
Phoenix, Arizona: "liuclear regulator asks public's ideas'.'. I

must say that drugs and alcohol mix with nuclear products about
as well as they do with gasoline. I am somewhat surprised that

the Conmission feels it riecessary to ' question the using of drugs
and/or alcohol by personnel having the least thing to do with any
nuclear oriented facility.

9cle yl
In the mid-fif ties , I was the' Radiological 0fficer for SanA

Francisco Naval Shipyard and nuclear defense advisor to Admiral,
Contwelve . As radiological safety officer it was my duty to pre-
pare, promulgate and execute radiological safety regulations for
the shipyard, partucularly in the field of non-destructive test
operations. This area was , without question, health sensitive.
It was my firm order that 'there should be no alcohol contaminated
personnel allowed in controlled areas., No real drug problem ex-
isted then, but employees on medication that dulled thinking and
slowed physical reeactions were ass $gned to other functions until

,

the condition of their health permitted return to regular duty.

These conditions were readily achieved via random physicals
and laborstory rather than a regularly scheduled medical program.
This methnd gave the Radiological Safety Officer effective centrol.

I feel that any person working with radioactive materials,
and especially those assigned to emergency teams, r,hould observe
every precaution, and the people themselves should be at their best
mental and physical faculties at all times. There is really no

room for error in either judgement or operational proceduro in the
event of a serious nuclear accident (and I hate to add - sabotage)
in any facility enploying nuclear materials. However, such events

can be planned for, thus leaving as little as possible to chance.

My humble opinion is that and governmental or industrial or
medical facility using nuclear devices or products must be proper-
ly reguhted, inspected and/or monitored in order to insure a high
degree of radiological safety to both facility and vicinity alike,

g Thank you for listening. (. ,
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Edward J. Wasilewski, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist

6236 Sterling Drive
Newport, Michigan 48166

(313) 289-4291
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