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JUL 16 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner Ahearne
FROM: William J. Dircks

Executive Director for Operations
SUBJECT: PRESERVATION OF RECORDS AT TMI ACCIDENT

This is in response to your comments on SECY-82-214, "Partial Vacating of
Commission Order of May 22, 1979, on Preservation of Records of TMI-2
Accident," in which you requested clarification of what records are truly to
be required by the Order.

The Order, as written, is very broad and has been interpreted by the licensee
as requiring all records be kept, e.g., physical samples, computer tapes and
written records. The physical samples consist of both plant and environ-
mental samples. Plant samples are coolant water, sump water and filters from
sampling off-gas streams. Environmental samples are almost entirely water
samples from the Susquehanna River (90%) and wells (10%) with a few soil
samples. Ground water samples from wells are still being collected. To date
thousands of bottles of water have been sent to Teledyne or Radiation
Management Corp for analysis and storage and as a result these companies are
running out of storage space and are beginning to return samples to TMI after
analysis. The licensee perceives a major burden imposed by keeping these
samples, thus the request for relief,

When we were first assessing the request for relief, we considered
determining what were the specific records being kept as required by the
Order, the regulations and the lizense/technical specifications, but the NRC
and Justice Department lawyers expressed reluctance to dispose of any written
records during _he period of pending legal action. Therefcre, no such
determination was iade. But since no legal or technical interest was
expressed in the “iysical sample records, relief was recommended in
SECY-82-214, but ‘ily from keeping physical samples.
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A survey of ail other records pertinent to the ™I accident would involve
sfignificant time and effort and probably not be of immediate use because of
the legal concern about disposal of such records at this time. However,
should the licensee request additional relief (and as yet he has not done so),
such a survey would need to be performed by the licensee.

In summary, there appears to be value to addressing the sample issue now.

The second issue 1s more complex because of legal considerations. Cur intent
was to suggest to the Commission that they consider relieving themselves of
dealing with this later issue by delegetion to staff. In view of all this,

I understand that your staff has no objection to our not tasking the licensee
at this time for the detailed information you requested.

(Signed) William J. Dircks

William J. Dircks
Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chairman Palladino
Commissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner Roberts
Commissioner Asselstine
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A survey of all other records pertinent to the TMI accident would involve
significant time and effort and probably not be o:/(mdiate use because of

the legal cuncern about disposal of such records

this time. However,

should the licensee request additional reHef such a survey would need to be
performed by the licensee.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner Ahearne

FROM: William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: PRESERVATION OF RECORDS OF TMI ACCIDENT

This is in response to your comments of SECY-82-214, "Partial Vacating of
Commissjon Order of May 22, 1979, on Preservation of Records of TMI-2
Accidenti®in which you requested clarification of what records are truly to
be required the Order.

/

broadly written/and has been interpreted by the licensee
ion of physigal samples as well as other records. Based
on discussions with licensee / we believe the licensee perceives a major
burden imposed by retertion of these samples. We considered determining what
other records were beinc Xept a§ required by the regulations, the license/
technical specifications, 3d the Order, but because of the reluctance of NRC
and Justice Department lawyeks/to dispose of any written records during the
period of pending legal actiog\ no such determination was made. Therefore
the SECY paper proposes to the disposal at this time of only physical
samples, bottles of water angd airN{ilters collected subsequent to the start
of the TMI accident. [f theg SECY paper is approved, NRR could give GPU an
opportunity to describe spefific written records and identify those records
whose retention is causing/GPU a problé@y, One possibility for relief with
regard to certain technical records is to\transfer them to the NRC Office of
Nuclear Regulatory Researgh or to the Depa nt of Energy or to a contractor
of the NRC or the DOE, especially where infoMgation related to the core of
TMI-2 is involved.

The Order was ve
to require the ret

To make a survey of allfrecords pertinent to the accident would involve
significant time and efffort and prcbably would not phQuide immediate

ret1er because of the Jegal concern about disposal of 3ych records at this

time.

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

cc: Chairman Palladino
Commissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner Roberts
Commissioner Asselstine
0GC
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SECY *See previous copy for concurrence,
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner Ahearne

FROM: William J, Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: PRESERVATION OF RECORDS OF TMI ACCIDENT

This is in response to your comments on SECY-82-214, "Papfial Vacating of
Commission Order of May 22, 1979, on Preservation of Regcords of TMI-2
Accident," in which you requested clarification of t records are truly to
be required by the Order.

The Order was very broadly written and has beep” interpreted by the licensee
to require the retention of physical samples 4s well as other records. Based
on discussions with the licensee, we belieyé the licensee perceives a major
burden imposed by retention of these samplfes. We considered determining what
other records were be!nq kept as requipéd by regulations, license including
technical specification, and the 0 , but because of the reluctance of NRC
and Justice Department lawyers to dispose of any written records during the
period of pending legal action, ng’such determination was made. Therefore
the SECY paper proposes to permjf the disposal at this time of only physical
samples, bottles of water and Air filters collected subsequent to the start
of the TMI accident. If the/SECY paper is approved, NRR could give G an
opportunity to describe spetific written records and identify those records
whose retention is causing GPU a problem. One possibility for relief with
regard to certain technical records is to transfer them to the NRC Office of
Nuclear Regulatory Research or to the Department of Energy or to a contractor
of the NRC or the , especially where information related to the core of
TI-2 is involved

of all records pertinent to the TMI accident would involve
significant time and effort and probably would not provide immediate

relief beceySe of the legal concern about disposal of such records at this
time.

/

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

cc: Chairman Palladino
Commissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner Roberts
Commissioner Asselstine

0GC
OELD
*See previous copy for concurrence.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Commissioner Ahearne

FROM: William J, Dircks

Executive Director for Operations

PRESERVATION OF RECORDS OF TMI ACCI

rd
This is in response to your cosments on SECY-82-214, "Partial Vacating of
Commission Order of May 22, 1979, on Preserva;ion of Records of TMI-2
Accident."

SUBJECT: NT

The SECY paper proposes at this time to ggrmit the disposal of only physical
samples, bottles of water and air filters collected subsequent to the start
of the TMI accident. Because of the reluctance of NRC and Justice Department
lawyers to dispose of written records during pending legal actions, no such
proposal was made. However, if the SECY paper is approved, NRR intends to
give GPU an opportunity to describe specific written records whose retention
is causing GPU a problem. One possibility with regard to certain technical
records is to transfer them to the NRC Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
or to the Department of Energz or to a contractor of the ARC or the DOE,
especially where information related to the core of TMI-2 is involved.

To make a survey of all records pertinent to the TMI accident would involve a
lot of time and effort and probably would not have any immediate results
because of the legal comcern about disposal of such records at this time,

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

Chairman Palladino
Commissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner roberts
Commissioner Asselstine
0GC

QELD
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