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-1- January 26, 1994

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-II-94-004

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially I
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is i

known by the Region II staff on this date.

Facility Licensee Emercency Classification
Westinghouse Electric Corporation Notification of Unusual Event
' Westinghouse Electric Corporation X Alert .i
Columbia, South Carolina Site Area Emergency ;
Dockets: 07001151 License No: SNM-1107 General Emergency j

Not Applicable I

l
|

Subject: DECLARATION OF ALERT

-At 7:05 a.m., January 26, 1994, the Westinghouse Electric Corporation,
Commercial Nuclear Fuel Division near Columbia, South Carolina declared

; an alert due to a release of Uranium Hexafluoride (UF-6) inside a fuel
processing building. The release of UF-6 gas occurred at 06:45a.m. due
to a valve malfunction. The release was terminated at 06:55a.m.

Personnel were evacuated and the licensee activated their emergency !
rerponse facilities. There were no personnel injuries. Plant personnel I

are being monitored for exposures to radioactivity. The licensee is |
performing surveys for radioactivity at the boundaries of the facility.

At 08:14a.m., January 26, 1994, the NRC entered the monitoring mode. Mr. i

Luis Reyes, Deputy Regional Administrator, is the base team leader in the |
Region II Office in Atlanta, Georgia. Two inspectors from the NRC 1

-Atlanta Office were dispatched to the Westinghouse Site. The NRC has
notified the Federal Environmental Protection Agency, the State of South
Carolina Division of Emergency Management and the South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmental Control.
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