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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Chairman
Commissicner Rogers
Commissioner Remick
Commisgioner de Planque

FROM: William C. Perler
General Cow u¢

SUBJECT : PROHIBITION Or SEMIAUTOMATIC ASSAULT
WEAPONS IN SENATE-PASSED CRIME BILL

Attached is a proposed letter to Senator Joseph Biden, Chairman
of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, addressing provisions
of the Senate-passed crime bill' that the NRC staff believes
could be detrimental to the safeguarding of NRC-licensed
facilities possessing a formula quantity of strategic special
nuclear material and NRC-licensed power reactor facilities.

The provisions in question, incorporated in title XLV of the
bill, would generally prohibit the transfer and possession of
semiautomatic assault weapons, unless a specific exemption
applies. The proposed letter recommends such an exemption for
NKC-licensed facilities that are required by NRC regulations to

maintain an onsite physical protection system and security
organization.

NRC has not been solicited to provide views on the crime bill,
either by OMB or the Congress, but I believe that it is
appropriate to send a letter expressing our concerns at this
time, because therms is a possibility that the bill will go to

Contact:
Susan Fonner, 0OGC
504-1629

‘The bill in guestion is H.R. 3355, the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 19983.
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conference early in the next session of the Congress, which will
begin later this month.’ If there is a conference at that time,

I would proposing following up the letter to Senator Biden, who

would be the chairman of the conference committee, with a letter
to the conference committee members.

/égfglinm C. Parler
General Counsel

Attachment:
Letter to Senator Biden

ce: SECY
EDO
QCA

‘There is a question whether there will be a conference early
in the next session because the House-passed versicn of H.R. 3355
is very narrow in scope as compared to the Senate-passed version.
There may, therefore, be a preference for sending the Senate-passed
version to the House for consideration. Another alternative would
be for the House to package together intc one bill a series of
separate House bills that are of lesser scope, but each of which
deals with a crime issue. After the House passed the packaged

bill, it could be brought to conference with Senate-passed
H.R. 3355,
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