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“The pnnclpa] rislt ln lhls case
' would be Ingestion,” said Morgan
in’ advlslng parents not to_allow
“offspring near the brook. Thorium
‘Is *'quite Insoluable,” he sald, and
the body does not retaln the ele-
ment to any large degree. But
experiments in Denmark have indl-
caled there Is danger to the liver
when thoriun is ln,,csted he_
added. .
Well water lmm lhe area should
notbecors..med he advised. .

He_ also expressed concern be-_
cause ‘the element was buried In~
quantity and has Been at the site
from the Rare Earths Inc. firm,
which began ‘operations In 1947,
through the sale In 1957 to the W.R.
“Grace” Co’s Davison " Chemlcal’
Division. Operations ceased in 1974.

" _The thorjum was used for the’
making of lantern mantles. _ ‘7! .

The use of contaminated earth or.

water In landfill operations or con-’
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struction materials such as brick

or mortar would be dangerous,
Morgan sald. Soll or inaterials
containing thorium  would harbor
the element until it *‘decayed Into
thoron 220 gas,’” which 1s a lung
carcinogen. That would pose a dan-
ger to people Hvlng in'or near
buudlngs made oi materfals con-
talning lhon.xm in Its sohd state, he’
sald. -~~~ ooy ]
Thorium can also be converted
Into the fissionable lsotope Urani-
um 233 through neutron bombard-
ment in laboratorfes, hesald. ~ -
1" would renamly ‘want It re-’
moved !rom my community,*™
Morgan sald. ‘lt should be taken
away or recovered” lor olher uses
IUsvaluable.” :
“Dr.” Peter Monlague director of
the” 'National -
Program at Princeton Unherslty,
also advised that the thorium be
removed as soon as possible.. . 1
An expert In mining and extrac-
tion of radicactive materials and ~
_their effects on humans, Montague’
was Instrumental in publlclzlng the’
risks of “uranlum- mining when
several oll companles leased lands:
In West Miliord and Jefferson’
Township uo )cars ago to mlne
theore. = . : . IRR 1
New Jersey later passed a seven-
.year moratorium against such ac-
tivity, pending study by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.
“You wouldn't want your kids tc
play around lt," sald Monhgue "lt
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Radioactive Waste -

should be cleaned up."” > i
Montague did extensive rescarcb
in New Mexico uranium-mining

towns with regard W long-term
" exposure to low-level radioactive

elements. Based on his conclusions,’
Montague sald, “Any amount ofA
_radiation causes damage to some -

Abraham said no trace of thori-"
um was found in the zerfal survey
along the Pompton River, but
féderal study teams will be in the
township _through this week and
nexttoinvestigate,

\
S

Research teams are schcduled to
" come from the Oak Ridge Associat-
ed Unlversities In Tennessee — the

~ word from the appropriate agen-
cles before making any decisions.

The matter arose after Councl-
man David Waks wrote to .the
Nuclear Regulstory Commission |
seeking Information about the buri- |
al site. Waks said that after about ‘
a year, he received word that a
survey team from the Department
of Fnvironmental Protection would '
lest the area last November. - l

e
i
-

|

4 on

fe mid g
..:.._ - -

was e ho o

-“,f.‘

e

]
‘
.

‘

‘S’ oy up sdjsAud yieay jo praiy,
[ oy} jo Japunoj ‘uediol e aq.

0 |
'

Csugwiny J0j
pojsad ® JaA0 wnjaoy) 0),3insodxa;

suxolqo.:d'amoi asod pmod awy jo .
ay) Suoe pajdajap |aAa] .Lojeipes |,
woy; Aepiasak pies “yuauniedaq -
I $218Aud Yieay 283(10D IS UBYI
-ejeddy s)) pue wujjoied YuoN jo
-K31843Ajuf) Y] JOj JUERIINSUGD B pue,

W'?s0p yBjy e, j0u sem ¥ooiq
041 ALIYM Jey) BUeNY uj dwoy siy

~20ULISQNS 9] 0] 24NSOdXd WY, -

.

“§

vt

yii

.
l"

" portion of the population.*” vy ST 13- S
Offictals for the Nuclear Regu]a- F2E88 .2 33 Egi i
tory Commission in King of Prus- 2 = a5 a F-] 2 SS=>
sia, Pa., sald yesierday no “im- giga“'ggg 5 3 ‘s
medlate” danger Is posed by the | =3 . 338 nZfvgy <
thorium buried otf BlackOak. -~ 823332222227 ©
But those officlals did say long- Egs383 38 _a-f -
term exposure snould be avolded. | xg'é‘:;",. -“':5 g.g-:; =
Carl Abrahams, spokesman for the ‘5 i P o ; eseiey -
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 375338 =8 S27 8-
yesterday declined comment on l".‘;' - ag & i > m§5. @ =
potential effects of the thorium !, 235 =2 g9 23 ol
from thetlmeo(luburmmthe SSE<nd wEo R -
'prcsen! R T '%gg,—aa . 3RER.
“We doat know what the situa- 25==2 5- S: 5'3_ .
tion is,” he sald. “We don't knowtf 258 ° f P ERESS L
{t's on the surface” or Ualxt‘k:’u;[»‘— e AT ‘gﬁa'éu
contained along the brook's b . 8585 58888
The Sheffield Brook runs Into the %5”53;" Je2533 2
.Pompton River near the Pompton S8 5325252 wec=| 583
Plains Crossroads. The Pompton |3~ -»-’6‘;? I3z3E2
River runs into the Passaic River |3 gg"g 25230 =
at Two Eridges In the township — 20228235 v 3,3~
one of the sites where the Wanaque § =8a s "‘""- <] a "‘"3’ E’
South water-diversion project will ;g-z'g-..g:g", o ;“gg
siphon ‘river waters for a supple- 5: ara3 g, 533? g—:-
mentary water “supply when the = g?_. gé”a eSE a-
project Is completed in 1986, A<2z252§5 235 A,
Riverside Park and several ath- |@ edoa53 e - .32-5‘ B
letic fields line the banks of the [RX ™~ 254 g3 28% 5
Pompton River downriver from the |3 3 283" g~ ‘:"':X -
burfalsite. -, " 0T, BpEIESae® KR8 %
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group ‘that operates the famous E - \f'r el
nuclear-development laboratory.” = e T TS %s.
Township officials have taken a § i SRET R RS

" walt-and-see stance regarding the =< 3 Rl T
thorfum "and its removal. Mayor &  E X a T T
Walter Jasinski bas said officlals g S Sl g e
have known of the situation for . Wi E LSS Ry
“some time" and were awaiting * e — -




