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The council's orJy action was to draft a; It is an unenviable fact that New Jersey
.

,

* leads the nation in the production of chemical letter to the president of the company which.

i * waste. But somehow, we always assumed it , dumped the thorium.and ask for its removal.
~

.

We feel the safety of residents should beI :was never "our problem" in suburban North
| ; and potential 'c,or stories of possible haiards

[ Jersey.The horr Wayne's utmost concern. It's been almost sis
ontamination''and disease' ~ months since the discovery of the radioactive'

: a.lways seemed to filter out of some other part material and nothing has been done except to
i of the state. - 44..'', ' draft a letter. We agree with Councilwoman

Zero Week,11y, as the nation marked ~Cround,
Jbyce Amabile who called for the immediateIronica*

to protest the spread of'nuc! car removal of the thorium. Officials have no ides
? weapons, Wayne found itself in the midst of its what effect the radioactive material can have
own chemical waste problemi Almost 30 yea rs 'on children who have been exposed to it and

many play.in the area of Sheffield Brook. It
."could effect them or pose a latent threat in

ago nearly 20,000 pounds of radioactive
thorium were buried near Sheffield Brook, an

; area off Black Oak Ridge Road. The th]rium, their genes to their children.
:which was dumped by a now-defuct chemical Although officials have minimized the
: plant, was discovered last November and was , situation, we feel any chemical waste poses a

(|t reported in TODAY at that. time. Since then , health hazard. The fact that Sheffield Brooklittle has been done by the township to rectify water 'may eventually find its way into reser.
voir waters poses a potential health hazard for; the problem. . ** '

,
Last w eek concerned rnidents w ho live in all of. northern New Jersey that boggles the

. ;.
' the area of Sheffield Brock presented petitions mind.

' to the council asking the tow nship to expidate We' urge the officials of the Nuclear
:

| ;theremovalof allcontaminated material. ' Reg'ulatory Commission, Wayne Township
. The , township in turn called in a and the chemical company to work together to-

*
- ! spokesman for the Nuclear Regulatory Com. insure the health and safety of Wayne resi.

* mission who told residents that there was no dents by removing the radioactive thorium
immediate health hazard and diat the com. Immediately. '

' mission did not have the funds to remove the Wajne can ill afford to become another'' ~

'i ''i'' ** '''I'I- ' ' ' C'" 3 -8208250341 820617 i'~ '
PDR FOIA
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WAYNE-Residents livmg iri

- *'

. t3
the Sheffield Brook area mere given

!hf[k(* II'k#!
, toxic thorium oaste buried in the, 5sgpFiiEI >h I
some assurance Wednesday that t

sfa g 3

[~{$-[gr<g*$'M g5 *I.=5area mill be cicaned up. De couned
*

E I , * =( p *! { *. *
3

unanimously passed a resolubon
requesteg that the nuclear residue

g g a 9- *

.aE$ggt;e remowd from the former si'e of

j , Ibdge Road. De resolution contama . g g g *, ;@ g ,e,gik [&z!Ep,.
,,,-

*
-

; W R Grace and Co on B!ach Oak e
efng*yg )g*

a,ggg p.an amendment authorirms Toww 3

{ggg{, ship Clerk John O'Brien to send a *
g ;g . Ei" o @ , T 3 3 E '= 1

9 o ,e =. letter to the company's prmadent n P" :

? gI(R 2'"f. *[ 5". I & E L I E e.d
o2-ashmg that the rompany remove the

|
*

I (EEye",e,, material
g .-." The couned action came,

'2*3g4g,E_E?,'.I,!g
followsng three hours of d:scussion . . , , ..

5'on the matter tetseen the governmg

' $" " {Er E' E c q,.-* 3 3,. g h {= $ | g | &
Itmdy, the residents and represco- 1, 3

$ - :3atyer of the Nullear Rqulatory*

5 7 - 0 8 g err3' Commission LNRC) and the state

h'
, E { -[ { * " [ *g g *g*gIDepartment of Environmental
. g*3o,ggggh*ae*3gg'. Protection (DEP). . 8 *

:5.:*eaOne area resident. Cecrge - m*

{$ % ,~ ! . . e e - s ==
-

,

'Yas'enchock, puented We~ uned- )-

o
$ IEB,*.

'with'a petition, signed by m preple. !
,.g g =* , g a k { %,

.

h[f k{g &g I[h|&
gasking the councillo take immedaate * T

egf*,,'af g * g so
**E

" action to remove' the waste. U# g
; Yasenchock said that when he first .

I h.E g g c,-
-2learnedof thepoblem,hecontacted . e ,

| 'the NRC and mas auured there was . *ig-p, g
-t * . * . . . .|no health hazard 5611. Yasenchock

* gg=ggg=isa[gh$~
'*

contmued, he had concerns about *' ;/
.

!ithe nuclear maste emptying into the

)@*3=9ggd|g&
C, g,14-= g=5g,.| brook, includang the immedute ,

,

~ ~ " . . M-danger, an inness pattern in adulta

=;g,1;sh"5g,p2g-
: .and chadren characieristics a the-

.si, taice and ho. the mat,rw is i
:!. rp

.R;;6=a =*s- zan- - o
. ..

2 I h'f Anotha area resident. flandy 8N h (g.E.{.OhEI .,.#reeman, said that dunng the past { gg
, g ggg ES j , g e" g *._g:3yo years, two children Imrg in her ,

I g 5, *. g 2O -

yeighborhood. behind the former
7.g. , 2 "8S

I ghnj-:4 race property, have' contracted
*7e."Jeukemia and ,another chdd of g f~g=a = n i e a . .,. g .g g) -jancer. A third esident said he had [ I

1
f

.

.ru undergo surgery for the ren. oval *
a

* f a malignant tumor from his colon. ,
*p

a g 3 g 9 g-i . 't. E g g a :o 3 %= g' ~j John Kinneman, of the NRC.-

g E I E R *%,.E h g k 8 3 g -[ hg < A" lit h .ir
2.*a 2 E *ga4 bid the residents that surveys of the

=|#> rook and surroundmg area must
wu be undertanto to deterame if | a,r at t* **=1

> g 3 5 o R ,5 k |[ * [ . ;,; a[' g * 9 s-a} g*5^
-

S== =

b[*
any linmed. ate health hazard custa I 3 s 3 c ;ir "

;go2re { 3 g 3 g { AgIf n ga ;o-. >nd how large a quar.hty is tnmed on o=
a.ee prop e r.. e - 3 o, g o 3 3,

g g g k m ! ,; g ,,

a :: "Both Kinneman and I' rank
2, '3g *.

g a.awg ,,* - ,
| fosolito, DEP Sureas chief for

g ,Eg '* g a 2g { *9 , ., g , g= . - ,
yadioactne material, told parents g g 4= n*ga

9{55*"3e?{_
+ w a=*yamt to allow their children to play * 55 ~E20

n f F " [E
**ENar the t,r on k. although no Ibo

h '-[ E 2 Csigrufica nt rad;ation levels have , -**-$ *=
#E=3 ; 93 4 EI K

* . Residents also questioned how F r.L 1e F*E* , b iiW= k = .is e ." E Y '
*leen detected along its banks.

- - *
.the thoriurn migrated from the t

.- - ,-Grace poprty 6nto the trouk. They
f*F*F"j 2 [ F * Pt E g g *I 2 *- -

also wondered whethes the waste !

I g ! m, M ,Pompton River into .hidi sherrield , yjg,1g 3, tw, g,4 g g g h' E
'l SEg gg *! *gutil eventually travel into the '

,>
EE3=5o,R )'g[.=I

**EI1*E 3'I *e$3
-h -' . .-

a a
~ zo -

-

Brook emphes -

ff?e "
'. Kinnenan said that one study to ' 9 *

tie made this summer mi!! survey }
E ,[ Q 8 h $ 3*3 *g gw ! ..tLe migration of the chemical. De . EEE . 3 ga M = c. *2**:tr

.,T$_Qge, study wdl also detamine ti some
. E .- 9 %Ey3, {[ *t"g* E i *i I,thorium aas illegally dumped by *,

' E F
,

Grace alocg it.e trook's t.anks_ eY7sf. F**EE*fR ,,, 5 7 g 5
~

5
The thorium, according to . ,

*gF g R 3, o 4E5**.=*ej{E=[&
.

Kmneman. =as pobably turned in g
g"g*8 EE . ;;. ggg;2 %-bu!h and not to containers ne

8 fe g c

- * * * D * 7 *5
:g*inaterialis tehesed to be solut,le *,q .lte. g -- -

gg ,
* ar. .

"If it m as chble. it would base been
f% % d a.it y em vn." e ut .

.
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..f.u .m r ,p pt rt=1. k l ..J tt s.
i Aract pcprty, base cortracted

3ccemia and another cNld of,

'6ncer A tNrd[esident said ha had I
}s undergo surgery for the remosal '
* f a rnalignant tumor from Ns colon.p

. } ' . ' John Knneman, of the NRC,*
*
rbid the residents that surse3s of tye

* hook and surroundrug area must
43 he undertaken to determme af
*sny imrned' ate health hasard esists.

. }nd how large a quantity is bw ied on
e the pegerty.

j . Both Kinneman and Frank*

t

( 3:nnolito, DEP bureau chief for
vadoact2ve matenal, told parerts
* t to a!!as their cN1dren to playm

. Pear the brook, although no
significant radation levels have ,

*leen detected along its banks.
: Residents also quest:or.ed how
the thorium migrated from the
Grace property into the brook. ney
also wondered whether the easte
will eventually travel into the *
I'orr:pton River,into abch ShefGe'd ,

*
g Brook emp6es.

' . . Kinneman said that one study to ,
fa made ttus surnmer udt survey ,
the migraton of the chemica!. ne ,

{ ,squdy will also determir.e if some ,
Omnurn was diegally damped by *

,

Grace alorg the brock's banks
% The thenum, according to
Enneman, was pobably buned in
butt and not in containers. ne
thatenalla believed to te soluble.
ill at was cluble,it woullhave been
Rushed out years ago." said .

;Cbsolito.
~

. . .a _

..
*

}
.< ne council sought irnmediate

Edemoval of the waste, saying that
Nrther . stud cs would prove too I

**ecstly. "It would be quicker and
theaper if we took immediate ac-
%n." said Councilwoman Joyce
kmabile. . ** *

. Council President * Joseph*

'DDonato asked uhat could be done
6y the township should the NRC and

DEP determine that the thorium--*

need not be removed.

h he solution in this case, se-
cor1Lrg to Townsfup Attorney Paul . k
davaliere, would be to institute a
s.at sgainst the property owrier or go,
ao the state attorney general's ofnce .
ter help. 4-
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Further studies slated along Sheffield Bro k ,
'

' *

4ke waste notreakofic'aO saystii

* IlY ntCK CR 4LERT agency found that radlatten tenels la stream's banka. . :" ' speculate how the waste should be. 'Bacaground radiation from televt . ,he 'wasa*t cosicerned about the;
. WAYNE - An official of the the area were low but measurable. "At the moment, there la ne taken from the ares." Etnneman sian receivers. De ground surveys, surveys of the area at the time be.
Nuclear Itegulatory Commisalon !!e explained that by the end of thla radiation danger to the residents se . stated "If the sollla saturated with were taken along B'ack Oak Hidge wrote his letter le the NRC. "All I.

~

,4 NRC) said Friday that depusits of month. further surveys will be taken * far as we can see," Kinneman said.* the waste. the best removal method Road. I'ornplan Crossroad, farm- wanted te know was how te go atmut*
rsdioactive waste discovered along by an NRC sutxontractor to deter. addirg that the extra studies will ' would te d.gging."

.

Ingdale Road. Deerfield Road and ' setting the material eut of town " *
the banks of Sheffield Drook do not. mine"what kind of materla!Isin the * dMermine whether the material will De radioact!we waste was first lang port Hoad. Waks also said there Wska said, ;. .

' area and how trg a problem it la." be moved and howlt wlD be removed ' discovered last year when it was was no measurablo contaminatlon in Apparently, the councilman *,pst a threat to area residents '

, ; John Kinneman said that pre- Kinnenlan said that the waste seems from the area. "Until we take the ' telleved that chemical material wa s - the breck. sa'd, the NRC enhed the DEP if New-
hrninary surveys takers by,the- , to be fixed in an area along the additional str veys,lt wl!! be hard te1, buried during the late IMCs and. De letter, said Waks.' Mated Jersey had any o!J contracts with:

. g Q%r,,%*M;r ,q. . %%_hd=,ghe. . * [
' 1| . early 1960s to a field beh'nd the that the contamination poses "no the Atomte Energy Commisalon"U t r* f ' % t'truinme rr*smens*etsjetty('s

svamee
,

- . . .
' , on Black Oak Ridge fload Township that add!ttonal surveys a mess. tal was dumped in Wayne crismally. ;

,'*N* former W.fL Grace and Ca building immediate hazard" but e lained which might esplein why the mater-;8 '

T,
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Il J (*' *['(gft h.,M*s)g y '', 3 ,[f *'' ', * / the property to the Pompton River.last year asking thet some action be ' reply on that question sad ed.ted;

''', d ' ;I- [ #',N ' ,.,,
,# ' leeched into the soll and flowed I.ite , Waks said he wrote to the NRC . was the forerunner of the NllC. .t '

" * C.
*
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'Counctiman David Waks saic - taken to solve the problem."I saked - .*We don't know if the governmene t' '#4 '.

d*. . F p[[/*Q, . ' 8 * that the council received a lettes
b nm

. them if the material was. properly mul remove this weste." The coun~*;4 d c,f 8.y.M' qe. ' ' . 'I
. . . .

b ~ $ .* from Business Administrator Johr Uburled,''Waks said. "As a resuft of climan ft.rther said that the town.*
*~*Ja. I.W jf 4*-
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Dy IM)NN A VENTDlIGLIA
Edward lleymann, general manager of

public relatnons and advertistog for the W project that ultimately led to the develop-The company took over operations of theg N t Druce
ment of the atom bomb.

WAYNE - The company that bu, led !! Grece Co.'s Davison Chemical Division, "Sorne of the work done was on the plant in 1954 and conunued the processing Inipadofikit /Of
C.crtum near Sheffteld Drock may have said his f1rm was involved in contracts Manhattan Project," Ifermann said. lie of monattle ore end estraction of thoriumJ

done by Itare Earths Inc., the previous . fadiat/On 803019'cen involved in federal projects that led to with the government durtng the 195cs. The added, however, that a fire in the corppa- owners, licymann said. It to uncertala ato e development of the atom bomb, e * contracts may have included the Atomic my's plant destroyed " lots of files," as
J

:;wnesms.n for the company said yester. , Energy Commbston's continuation of the confirmation of the tr.volvement in the this time whether Itare Eartha Inc. contrit>,
" atarted ey the Manhattan i'roject.

There are 19,000 pounda of radioactJve.iay.

,
--

Manhattan Project, the top-secret federal project may be difficult. uted to the commission, which began to . thortum buried on the a;te of the chemical
expand and conduct additional research
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NEWS RIPORTER Mevin Coughlin begins his jour. ney tomorrow.
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and Prime >tintster Margaret Thatcher
..Kinneman's office is interested in Grace's told Parhament the 9.000 Argentine. ..

_
.

, Canti wed f.em P.ge t inachement because the burden for re'moval of troops on the Falklands **ulll then be
14w levels of rad;oacthtly have been detected'the thonum, should that be necenary, udi then totally lsolated.",

alongthe barAsof the nearby Sheffic!d Broot. cal;ed the Nuclearte placeden the feder algovernraenL officials said she told her cabinet she
"If they (Gracel did work on the project, the was runn rg out of patience and would

The commission. nowRegulatory Commission. began tests of the area government might then have the responsibility not leave the storm-battered British
,

i
.

Tuesday. It espects to finish the s;arvey by the
.

t!cet inactive in the Scuth Atlanticte remove it." Kanneman said.
The commiulon and the New Jersey Depart * much longer. The IIcet reportedly ar-end of the week. Results of the testing. shich

'

ment of Entstoninental Protection have indicat- rued uithsn striking tar.ge Wednesdasinclude samphrig 50C, water and segetation, as
'

sett as drilhng. will be available in about too or ed that funds are unavailable for the removal of
*

afght.
-gt was the Argentine imaston tha*| three months. said a committee spokesman.an othclal with the. radioactnemastes/

. .

Helmann also sa'd his company would walf
John D. Kinneman, Commission in King of to reuew the test results to determine whether i -

~

f. it would bear the f;r.ancial respc.nsibility. TheNuclear Rer.alatory
Prussia. Pa., tr.id his othee was investigating

;

P
company, he said, buried the thorium riear the .=* {?_I

the possibmty of Grace's invohement in stu- and may not be responsible for the ,|j ] 'clear projectslAe the Ittartattas Project. lt the
ji plant

federal gosernment if involved. It might then thortum that rests near the brtick. Heymann(f J mpat. the time of Grace's !
bav e the respowbmty os removing the thorium.

Maho stressed that IM*3,Upurchase of the building, the company was in
4

"From my own knowledge,I think it's true. 5 3 dcompliance with regulations for buryttg theThe work they did was probably extracting *5 Mp
-

thor *ttra." Ktoneman said.ne Manhattan Project was a code name inThe bulk of the work done by the chemicalthortum. *
9

plant invohed the manuf acture of polishingthe 1940s for the overall project that produced ''#"

the atom bomb. The gesernment contractedwork with hundreds of chemical companies allproducts and gastanterns.Heymann sald.W R Grace is a worldwide company and the
-

FE.T.*51.tj.'

lJ a w p j g; g(Jyyr: ny
p

Davison division - specially themical manu.over the country. In 1948. the psvject was takenA
f acturers - has eight plants la the tinited M-

,',

'

over by the Atomic Energy Commission. which,P

Kinneman said, researched and espanded what
*

states and Canada. I Silt f 8'
-

the project started. The commisaton worked onHeymann said the plant in Wape saa un!que
s

tmprovtrig weapons and butiding cuclear reac.because nt estracted thorium. * 2* a4' jl3Fi
- tors.
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