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QUli QUESTION

What product

. can New Jersey
o claim to be the
number one
" producer of in

’ the entire
Umled Slales"

No, it’ s not
" tomatoes, it's
hazardous
chemucal wastes

ha Congratulanons.
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It is an unenviable fact that New Jersey
* leads the nation in the production of chemical
“waste. But somehow, we always assumed it
was never "our pfoblem in suburban North
+ Jersey. The horror stories of possible hazards
cand potential contamination and disease
* always seemed to filter out of some other part
. of the state. ; ., :
Ironically, as the nation marked’Cround
Zero Week to protest the spread of nuclear
weapons, Wayne found itself in the midst of its
own chemical waste problem, Almost 30 years
ago nearly 20,000 pounds of radivactive
thorium were buried near Sheffield Brook, an
; area off Black Oak Ridge Road The tk rium,
' which was dumped by a now-deiuct chemical
' plant, was discovered last November and was

 ‘reported in TODAY at that time. Since then

*1little has been done by the lmx nship to rectify
" the problem

. Last week concerned reidents who live in

+ the area of Sheffield Brock presented petitions
to the council asking the township to expidite
1the removal of all contaminated material

* . The township in turn called in a
spoktsman for the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
-mission who told residents that there was no
-lmmedia!e health hazard and that the com-
-m:ssnon did not have the funds to remove the

‘ioactive material

o e e A S5

7 Our Opmmn

PR —

: Another Love Canal?

The council s oauly action was to draft a
letter to the president of the company which
dumped the thorium, and ask for :ls removal

We feel the safety of residents should be
Wayne's utmost concern. It's been almost six
months since the disccvery of the radioactive
material and nothing has been done except to
draft a letter We agree with Councilwoman
Jhyce Amabile who called for the immediate
removal of the thorium. Officials have no idea
what effect the radioactive material can have
on children who have been exposed to it and
many play in the arca of Sheffield Brook. It
could effect them or pose a latent threat in
their genes to their children

Although officials have minimized the
,Situation, we feel any chemical waste poses a
health hazard The fact that Sheffield Brook
water may eventually find its way into reser
voir waters poses a potential health hazard for
all of northern New Jersey that boggles the
mind

We urge the officials of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Wayne Township
and the chemical company to work together to
insure the health and safety of Wayne resi-
dents by removing the radioactive thorium
immediately.

Wayne can ill afford to become another
Love Canal
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puclear
wasie

WAYNE-—Residents living
the Sheffield Brook area were given
some assurance Wednesday that
toxic thorium wasie buried in the
srea will be cleaned up The counci
unanimously passed & resolution
requesting that the nuclear residue
be removed from the former site of
W R Grace and Co on Black Oak
Ridge Road The resolution contains

" an amendment authorizing Town-

Ll

-

ship Clerk John C'Brien to send a -~

Jetter to the company's president
asking that the company remove the
malerial

The council action came

:‘lol‘mvm; three hours of discussion

on the matter between Lhe governing
body, the residents and represen-
tativer of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) and the state
"Department of Environmental
"Protection (DEP)

-  One srea resident, George
Yasenchock, presented the council
with a petition, signed by 173 poph.

asking the council lo Lake unimediate *

sction lto remove ihe waste
Yasenchock said that when he fust

Jearned of the problem . he contacted °

‘the NRC and was assured there was
‘no health hazard Stll. Yasenchock

‘continued, he had concerns about .

“the nuclear waste emptying into the
;brnti. including the unmediate
danger, an illness pattern in adults

“and children, characteristics of the
“water table and how the material is '

LA
A

= Amother area resident, Randy
Lreeman, said that during the past
Awo years, two children living wn her
Beighborhood. behind the former
Lrace property, have contracted
Jeukermia and _anoiher chid of
xancer A third resident said he had
2o undergo surgery for the rem.oval
P a malignant tumor from his colon
= John Kinneman, of the NRC,
1uid the residents that surveys of the
Prook and swrounding area must
Mill be undertakza to determine
any immediate health hazard eusts
2nd how large & quandily is buried on
Ahe property.

> Both Kinneman and Frank
Tosolito, DEP ‘“wireau chief for
vadicactive material, lold parents
oot to allow their children to play
pear the brook, although ovo
significant radiation levels have
leer detected along its banks

Residents also questioned how
the thorum migrated from the
Grace property inlo the brook. They
also wondered whether (he wasie
will eventually travel inte the
Pompton River, into which ShefTield
Brook emplies .

Kinneman said that one study lo
be made this summer will survey
the migration of the chemical The
_study will also determine M some
Cwnum was illegally dumped by
Grace along ine brook's banks

The thorium, according to
Kinneman, was probably bured in
bk and nol i containers. The
tnaterial is believed to be soluble '
=1f it was oludle, it would have been
Mo A nal veses . |
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ik and not n cont The
material is believed o be soluble

uld have beer

ago 12

Pres
asked wh
the township sh
DEP determine that
need not be removed
The solution in this case, ac
cording W Township Attorney Paul
Cavaliere, would be to instilute a
suit sgainst the property owner or §
0 the stale atlorney general s {fice

for help
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BY RICK GRALERT
WAYNE — An olficial of the
Nuclear legulatory Commission
INRC) said Friday that deposits of
radicactive waste discovered along
the banks of Shellield Brook do not
pose a threal (o area residents
John Kinneman said that pre-
liminary surveys takea by the

i\
J

agency found that radiation levels in
the area were low bul measurable
e explained that by the end of this
month, further surveys will be taken *
by an NRC subxuntractor to deter-
mine “what kind of material is in the ~
area and how big & problem It Is ™
Kinneman sald that the wasie seems
10 be fixed ln'-n eares along the

RN ST % PIPVAVRRE e s eAeng ¢
e N W TR
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siream » banks

“At the moment, there Is no
radiation danger to the residents as
far as we can see,” Kinneman sald,”
adding that the exira studies will

determine whether the materisl will

be moved and how It will be removed
from the srea. “Until we take the
additional su-veys, It will be hard to

speculate how the waste should be
laken from the arep.” Kinneman
stated 11 the soll s saturated with
the wasie, the best removal method
would be digging.”

The radicactive waste was first
discovered last year when It was
belleved that chemical material was
buried during the late 19508 and
early 19608 in a fleld behind (he
former W R. Grace and Co. bullding

.. on Black Oak Ridge Road. Township

cfficials belleve thal the wasie has

leeched into the soll and Nowed into ,

Sheffield Brook, which runs from
the property to the Pompton River

"Counclimsn David Waks saic
that the council received a lelier
from Business Administrator Johs

' Further studies slated along Sheffield Brook

k@ waste no threat, official says

Dackground rediation from lelevi
slon recelvers. The ground surveys
were taken along Black Oak Hidge
Road, Fomplon Crossrosd, Farm-
ingdale Road, Deerfleld Road and
Longport Hoad Waks also said there
was no measursiie contamination in
the brook

The letter, sald Waks, slated
that the contamination poses “‘no
immediate hazard” bul explained
that additional surveys and mess
urements will be takon.

Waks sald he wrote lo the NRC
when the wasie was lirst discovered
last year asking thet some action be
taken (o solve the problem. 1 asked
them Il the material was properly

" buried," Waks said “As & result of

'

he waan'l concerned aboul the
surveys of (he area at the time he-
wrote his letler to the NRC. “All 1+
wanied 1o know was how (0 §0 alwul -
gelting the material out of lown, = !
Waks said . :
Apparently, the counciiman*
sa'd, the NHC ssked the DEP If New-
Jersey had 20y old contracts with
the Atomic Energy Commission”
which might explain why the maler
8! was dumped in Wayne oniginally
The Alomic E <rgy Commission
was the foreruaner of the NRC
Waks sald he was still awalling »
reply on (hal question and added

“‘We don’l know If the government *

will remove this wasie.” The coun

" climan further said that the town- -

ship may have (o enler Intq & lewsuil

+ that letter, they came and took
in order Lo remove the wase. “That

Leidy last week concerning the )
. surveys.” The helicopier surveys

problem. An serial survey taken of

the area, Waks sald, showed a siight

,mmnmmnmpnmc

, could be costly,” be said "Bt I

increase ‘in radiation- levels, how- - of Environmental Pretection don't want that stull lying sreund In
. ever ground surveys produced no ' (DEP) - Wayne, whether it's low leyel or
significant resulls other than normal The Fifth Ward councliman said ~ not.™ . :
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Lal:eland — a special
- section in The News
foday

. Antique show

; coming to V/ayne

* Investigation into deaf-
mute's death may end — Page 19
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By DONNA VENTIMIGLIA
Y\ Sl W clier
WAYNE — The company that bdu, led
Latium near Shefflield Brook may have
wem invoived In feieral projects that led to
¢ development of the atom bombd, a
weesman for the company sald yesler-

FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1982

HOME DELIVERY1 41.20 FOR 8 DAYS. CALL 684-2000

Edward Heymann, general manager of
public relations and advertising for the W
R Grace Co.'s Davison Chemical Division,
Sald his firm was involved in contracts
wilh Uie gov- rament during the 19508 The
coniracts may have included the Atomic
Energy Commission's continuation of the

Torfum link 7o A-bomb

project that uitimately jed to the develop-
ment of Lhe atom bombd_
"&mcelmwﬂm'unm
Manhattan Project,” Heymann said. He
added, however, that a fire In the compa-
ny's plant destroyed “lots of flies.” so
confirmation of the Involvement In the

The company took over operations of the
plant in 1954 and continued the processing
of monazite ore and extraction of thorium
done by Rare Earths inc., the previous
owners, Heymann said. It ts uncertain st
(his time whether Rare Earths Inc. contrid-

-
. . — —— . — -

project possible

25 CENTS

Inspectors test for
radiation — Page 19

staried by the Manhatian Project
There are 19,00 pounds of radicactive
thorium buried on the site of ihe chemical

uay Manhattan Project, the top-secret lederal project may be difficult. expand and conduct additional research plant. oo THORIUM, Page s
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